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RE A D EyR. 


I T has been the cuftom of all my worthy bre- 
thren, who have honoured the craft with their 
books of conftitutions, or pocket- companions 
for free-mafons, to give us a long and pleafing 
hiftory of mafonry from the creation, to the time 
of their writing and publifhing fuch accounts, 
viz. from Adam to Noah, from Noah to Nimrod, 
from Nimrod to Solofnon, from Solomon to Cyrus, 
from Cyrus to Seleucus Nicator, from Seleucus 
Nicator tc^Auguftus Caefar, from Auguftus Casfarto 
the havock of the Goths, and fo on until the re- 
vival of the Auguftan ftyle, &c. &c. &c. Wherein 
they give us an account of the drawing, fcheming, 
planning, defigning, eredting, and building of 
temples, towers, cities caftles, palaces, theatres, 
pyramids, monuments, bridges, walls, pillars, 
courts, halls, fortifications, and labyrinths, with 
the famous light-houfe of Pharos and Colofius at 
Rhodes, and many other wonderful works per- 
formed by the Architects, to the great fatis- 
fadtion of the readers and edification of free- 
mafons *. 

a : Hav- 


* Quere, Whether fuch hiftories are of any ufe in the 
-fecret myfteries of the craft. . 
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Having call’d to mind tire old proverb. Better 
cut of the world than out of falhion , I was fully de- 
termined to publilh a hiftory Of mafonry, whereby 
I did expedt to give the world an uncommon fatif- 
fadtioni and, in order to enable myfelf to execute 
this great defign, Ipurchafed all or mod of the 
hiftories, conftitutions, pocket-companions, and 
other pieces (on that fubjedt) now extant in the 
Englifh tongue. 

My next ftep was to furnifh myfelf With a fuf- 
iicient quantity of pens, ink, and paper : this being 
done,l immediately fancied myfelf an Historian, 
and intended to trace mafonry not only to Adam, 
in his fylvan lodge in Paradife, hut to give fome 
account of the craft even before the Creation : And 
(as a Foundation) I placed the following works 
round about me, to as to be convenient to have 
recourfe to them as occafion fhould require, viz. 
dodtor Anderfon and Mr. Spratt diredlly before me, 
dodtor D’AiHgny and Mr. Smith on my right-hand, 
dodtor Defagulieur and Mr. Ptnnell on my left- 
hand, and Mr. Scott and Mr. Lyon behind me $ a 
copy of (that often called,) the original conftitutions 
(laid to.be in the pofleflion of Mr. John Clark , in 
Paris), and another copy of the fame magnitude 
handed about in England, together with the pam- 
phlet printed atFrankfort in Germany, I tied up in 
thepulic Advertifer of Friday, Odtober 19, 1753, 
and threw them uhder the table *. 


' NOTE. 

* Several pamphlets (on mafonry) have been 
1 publilhed fince the firft edition of tins book, viz. 
. Mafonry 
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MaJonry Difietfed, the Mafter-key to Mafonry, 
the Three Diftindt Knocks, Boaz and Jackin, &c. 
if any perfon or perfons have gained either know- 
ledge or admittance into lodges by virtue of thofe 
publications, he or. they ought to publilh it for the 
good of mankind, as well as for the honour of the 
ingenious authors. 

I call them Ingenious, or rather Geni’s, becaufe 
they pretend to have difcovered the great Arcanum 
which the wotldin general have agreed to be more 
difficult than to difcover the longitude at lea. 
How far they have fucceeded (in opening the eyes 
qf the world) is no bufinefs of mine, efpecially as 
the pamphlets and the authors of them are all 
dead, therefore I (hall remark only three things: 
The firft is a grofs falffipod inferted in the Three 
Dtftinft Knocks, where the author fays, that he was 
born in Pruffia, that he got fome knowledge of 
ijnafonry by the help of a pamphlet in France, 
that he was infeveral lodges in England, and, for 
confirmation of the whole, he figns the initial letters 
of hjs name, &c. whereas it is well known that 
every part of thefc affertions are falfe, he being an 
Englilhman by birth, a bricklayer by trade, his 
name Daniel Tadpole, and never was in France," 
nor (if you believe free-mafons) within the doors of 
a lodge in Great Britain. The fecond thing (which 
indeed is very remarkable) is the manner of his 
death, which happened upon Monday night the 
23d. of Auguft 1762. 

a 2 Mr. 
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Mr. Tadpole having ill fuccefs in trade, made 
an elopment from bricklaying in order to pay his 
devotion to the Ladies at Pamaflus, as the famous 
Ben Johnfon had formerly done. Our modern 
artifl.was not fo fortunate as his great predeceflor, 
for meeting with a common flrumpet whom he 
took for one MifsTerpfichore, he begat a bantling 
which he foon after prefented (in a comic drefs}to 
his friends, but the poor little creature was fo weak 
in its parts, and had fo little, fpirits, that a principal 
a£tor (called punch) in a puppet (how drove it out 
of the kindom without the honour of ever coming 
to the field of battle, I mean the flage. Loaded with 
difappointments Mr. Tadpole thought himfelf me- 
lancholly enough to write a tragedy, but, alafs, 
he mifcarried in this attempt alfo, and laid the fault 
on one' Madam Melpomene, who refufed to give 
him any afliflince. One day while he was bemoan- 
ing his 1 misfortunes, a constant companion of his, 
a Jew named Balthazar Amraphel, paid him a 
vifit^ Jto whom he related his ill fuccefs. Veil, veil, 
Maftar Tadpole (fays Amraphel) fheer up yo.ur 
haawrth; you fhall do very veil bom by j ay, you 
fball.vfaite fo veil afs any body, af you’ll take my 
^dviz ei wraite fum tin vhat your falfs npr non 
body alfe underftand, vraite about free-mafbritty,. I 
Yill-'tcll you fom Ebru vords for put in it dat 
yiU make your countrymans flare. Dat ifs de 
vay moy boy dat aur peoples humbug your peoples. 
In fhort Mr. Tadpole took the lucky hint and 
by the help of Balthazar Amraphel wrote that 
pamphlet call’d the Three Diflin<ft Knocks, and 
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fold it to Mr. Sergeant, bookfeller, near Temple- 
Bar in London. 

The diminutive fum which Mr. Tadpole re- 
ceived for the pamphlet, was not fufficient to 
maintain an author a week, therefore he took par- 
ticular care to wrong the Jew of his part} fuch 
behaviour exafperated Amraphel fp much that he 
difcovered the whole affair to me and a few more, 
which otherwife muft have remained a fecret to 
this day. The Jew (who was a very cunning fel- 
low) after his paflion was fomething abated, began 
to confider how to be revenged on his companion, 
therefore, the better to accomplifh his defign, he 
thought it moft advifable to hide his refentment, 
and pretend to be in perfedt friendfhip with him. 

Mr. Tadpole, who never fufpedted any treachery, 
put more confidence in the Jew than he had hi- 
therto done. The confequence of this renewal of 
friendfhip was, that Mr. Tadpole, by a proper in- 
flrument in writing, gave up all his effedts into the 
hands of the Jew, with a defign to defraud his 
creditors by a ftatute of bankruptcy, or by the be- 
nefit of the adt of infolvency, commonly known by 

the name of the White Wafhers ‘Adi. 

* 

The Jew immediately took poflefiion, and dif- 
pofed of every thing to the beft advantage. Some 
time afterwards Mr. T adpole demanded a fum of 
his money from the Jew, who not only refufed 
him, but at the fame time threatened to have him 

hanged 
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hanged according to the laws of the Realm. The 
wretched Daniel Tadpole fell down upon his khees 
and cried O ! Amraphel, Amraphel, what have 
X done unto thee, that thou fmiteft me thus, when 
One fevgre blow of thine, is tenfold more violent, 
than my three <Jiftin< 3 : knocks. The hard hearted 
Jew, inftead of liftening with an ear of compaffion : 
to the lamentable hnportunities of the how diftref- 
fed Daniel Tadpole, fent for officers to apprehend 
him, which Tadpole perceiving, he immediately 
made his efcape out of the houfe, and got into 
White-chapel fields on the eaft fide of London. It 
ys?as then between 1 1 and 12 o’clock on Monday, 
night the 23d day of Auguft 1762, when Mr. 
'J'adpole, to ayoid being taken, by. his purfuers 
(a; it is thought j hid bimfelf in a fand or clay pit 
in the faid fields, where (we fuppofe ) he flept un- 
til fuch time as a nightman (vulgarly call’d a Tom 
T— dmanl came from the city, as is cuftomary, 
and turning the tail of his great cart over the pit 
where th? haplefs delinquent lay,, he gently 
difcharged no lefs then four tons of hum^noridurei 
4oyvn upon him, which fmothered him to death ? 

The third remarkable thing is the untimely end 
of the learned gentleman that wrote the pamphlet 
in titled Boaz and Jackin, I forbear to mention his ' 
name becaufe his widow is now living, and has 
had afflidfioris and refledtions enough already. All 
that I ft), all fay is, that in a fit of Jealoufy he cut 
his throat on Thurfday the 8th. day of September 

? 7 6 3 * 

0 1 Britannia 
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0 1 Bn'tanniajheda tear , 

JFbr two learned brothers : 
The loft loud trumpet you Jhall hear 
Ere you produce Juch others. 


Having tried my pen, and wrote a line not un- 
like the beginning of the chapter in the Alcoran*, 

I began to flourifh away in a moft admirable man- 
ner, and in a few days wrote the firft volume ofthfe 
hiftory of mafonry, wherein was a full account 
of the tranfadions of the firft grand lodge, parti- 
cularly the excluding of the unruly members, as 
related by Mr. Milton 

By this time I imagined myfelf fiiperior to Jo- 
fephus, Stackhoufe, or any other hi dorian whom 
the reader (hall pleafe to think on. And as I in- 
tended to give the world a hiftory of mafonry for 
feveral years before the creation, I made no man- 
ner of doubt but my work ftiould live (at leaft) 
two thoufand years after the general conflagration. 

Perhaps feme of my readers (I mean thofe that 
are beft acquainted with my capacity,} will fay, 
lie has more vanity than wit j and as to learning, 
it is as great a ftranger to him, as free-mafonry is 
to women ; yet he has the folly to think himfolf 

an 

•Next after the title at the head of every chapter (except 
the ninth) of the alcoran, i$ prefixed the following folemn 
form : 

In the name of the mojl merciful God* 
f See Paradife Loft* 
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an hiftorian, and expedts to become a great 
man, &c. 

« 

Whether fuch an opinion be true, of falfe, it 
matters nought to me ; for the world mull allow, 
that (tho* no man has yet found out the perpetual 
motion/ all men ever had>.has now, and ever will 
-have, a perpetual notion : And furthermore, w'e 
read that the following perfons, fo much fam’d in 
hiftory, were not only poor men, but many of 
them of a very mean extraction. The wife 
philofopher Socrates, was the fon of a poor ftone- 
carverj the tragic poet Euripides, was the fon of 
poor parents ; as was Demofthenes, the honour of 
Greek eloquence ; Virgil, the famous Latin poet, 
was the fon of a poor Mantuan labouring potter ; 
Horace, the incomparable Lyric, was the fon of a 
1 trumpeter in the wars; Tarquinius Prifcus,king of 
the Romans, was the fon of a merchant ; and 
Servius Tullius, another king of the Romans, was 
begotten on a woman-flave ; Septimius Severus, is 
faid to come of a very bafe degree; Agathocles, 
king of Sicilly, was a potter’s fon ; Ailius Pertinax 
was a poor artificer, or, as feme lay, a fimple feller 
of wood ; the parents of Venadius Baflus, are laid 
to be very miferable poor people ; and Arfaces, 
king of the Parthians, was of fo mean and obfcure 
parentage that no man’s memory could make a 
report of his father or mother ; Ptolomy, king of 
Egypt, was the fon of a Tquire in Alexander’s army; 
the Emperor Diociefian, was the fon of a fcri- 
vcner ; the emperor Probus, was fon of a gar- 
dener; 
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dener j and the parents of Aurelius, werefo obfcure 
that writers have not agreed who they were; Max- 
iminus was the ion of a fmith, or as fome fay a 
waggon- wrignt ; Marcus Julius Licinius, was the 
fon of a herdfman j Bonofus, was the fon of a poor , 
ftipendary fchoolmafter ; Mauritus Juftinus, pre- 
deceflor to Juftinian, and alfo Galerus, were both 
fhepherds ; pope John, the Twenty-fecond of that 
name, was die fon of a fhoe-maker j pope Nichol- 
as the fifth, was the fon of a man that fold eggs 
and butter about the ftreets ; and pope Sixtus the 
fourth, was a mariner’s fon ; Lamufius, king of 
die Lombards, was the fon of a common ftrum- 
pCS, who (when he was an infant) threw him into 
a ditch, but was taken out by king Agelmond; 
Primiflaus, king of Bohemia, was the fon of a 
country peafant ; Tamerlane the great, was a 
herdfman ; Caius Marius, feven times conful of 


Rome, was born of poor parents in the village of 
a Arpinumj and Marcus Tullius Cicero, conful of 

tcJkb ILk a r »i, 


aha pro-conful in Alia, was from the poor 
Tteinolte of Arpinum, the meaneil parentage that 
could be ; Ventidius, field-marfhal and conful of 


Rome, was the fon of a muleteer; and Theophra- 
ftus was the fon of h botcher, i. e. a mender of 


garments, &c. 


I have heard of many others of later date that 
have been preferr’d to places or offices of great 
truft, and dignified with tides of honour, with- 
out having the lead claim to courage, wit, learn- 
ing, or honefty j therefore if fuch occurrences be 
duly conlidered, I humbly conceive it will not be 

b deemed 
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deem’d as a capital offepce, that I fhould enter- 
tain my own perpetual notion, while I do not 
endeavour to disinherit any man of his properties. 

I doubt I have tired the reader’s patience j and. 
if fo, I humbly beg his pardon for this long digref- 
lion. But to return, while my mind was wholly 
taken up with my fancied fuperiority as an his- 
torian, &c. I infenfibly fell into a flumber, when 
me-thought four men entered my room j their 
habits appeared to be of very ancient falhion, and 
their language alfo I imagined to be either He- 
brew, Arabic, or Chaldean, in which they addref- 
fed me, and I immediately anfwered them afj££ 
the pantomime fafhion After fome formal, cpfe- 
monies, I defired to know their names and from 
whence they came *, to which one of therh anfw.ered, 
me (in Englifh) we are four brothers, and came 
from the holy city of Jerufalern ; our names are 
Shallum, Ahiman, Akhqb, and Talq 
ing they ' were fojpurners' from JerufS 
them whether they could give any 1 : 
BOlX>MO^% TEMPLE ; to which Shallum'' 

(the chief of them) made anfwer arid faid, the 
wife Ki n 6 SOLO MO AT, Grand-Master of 
Ifirael, appointed us head porters at the Temple, 
in the thirty-fecond year of his age, the twelfth or 
his reign, and about the year of the world 2942 5 
and therefore we can give a full and particular 
defcription of that wonderful fabrick, and likewif^ ^. 
of the ingenious artifts who perform’d it, I wasf . 

glad 

* | Chron, ix. 17, 
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glad to meet with fuch brethren, from whom I 
did expeCt a great deal of knowledge j which the 
many ages they had lived in mult have taught 
them, if their memories did not fail : upon this 
conlideratioh I told them, that I was writing a hif- 
tory of mafonry, and beg’d their affiftance, &c. 1 

A hi (lory of mafonry! ('fays Ahiman) from the 
day of the dedication of the holy Temple to this 
prefent time, I have not feen a hiftory of mafonry, 
though fome haye pretended (not only) to defcribe 
the length, breadth, height, weight, colour, lhape, 
form, and fubftance of every thing within and 
about the temple but alfo to tell the fpiritual * 
meaning of them, as if they knew the mind of 
him who gave orders for that building, or feen it 
finished : but I can allure you, that fuch fur veyors 
have never feen the temple, nay never have been 
Within a thoufand miles of Jerufalem : Indeed , 
(continued he) there was one Flavius (I think he 
was a Soldier) took a great deal of notice of the 
temple, and other matters abotit it ; as did another 
man, called Jerry : There were two others whofe 
names I have forgot, but remember one of them 
was an excellent dreamer J , and the other was very 
handy in collecting all manner of good writings J| 
after the captivity. 

Thofe were the only men that have wrote molt 
and belt upon that fubjeCt, and yet all their works 

together 

* See Solomon's temple fpiritualized by Bunyan. 

$ Ezekiel. 

|| Ezra. 

. - • Digitized by 




( *K ) 

together would not be fufficient for a preface 

to the hiftory of mafonry ; but for your further in- 
ftru&ion, you (hall hear an eminent brother who 
can inform you in every particular that is neceflary 
to your prefent undertaking. The words were 
fcarce ended, when there appeared a grave old 
gentleman, with a long beard; he was drefied in an 
embroidered veil, and wore a bread: plate of gold, 
fet with twelve precious Stones, which formed an 
oblong fquare : I was informed that the name of 
the ftones were Sardine, Emerald, Ligure, Beryl, 
Topas, Saphire, Agate, Onyx, Carbuncle, Dia- 
mond, Amethyft, and Jafper : Upon thefe ftones 
were engraved the names of the twelve tribes viz. 
Reuben, Judah, Gad, Zebulun, Simeon, Dan, 
A (her, Jofeph, Levi, Naphthali, Iftacher, and 
Benjamin. 

Upon his entrance, the four {ojourners did him 
the homage due to a fuperior ; as to me, the luftre 
of his breaft-plate dazzled my fight, in fuch a 
manner that I could fcarce lqok at him. But 
Ahiman giving him to underftand that the people 
of this country were weak-fighted, he immediately 
covered his breaft-plate ; which not only gave me 
an opportunity of perceiving him more diftmdt, but 
alfo of paying him my refpedts in the beft manner 
I was capable of; and making a very low bow ? 
I prefented him with the firft volume of the hif- 
tory of mafonry, hoped he would do me the ho- 
nour of perilling it, and beg’d his advice for my 
further proceedings: he kindly received it, and read 
it over, whilft I impatiently waited to hear his opi- 
nion * 
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nion j which at laft (to my mortification) amounted 
to no more than an old Hebrew proverb (which 
Ahitnan tranflated thus ; Thou haft div’d deep 
into the water, and haft brought up a potfherd) : 
neverthelefs he took me by the hand, and faid * ; 
my fon, if thou wilt thou fhalt be taught, and if 
thou wilt apply thy mind thou fhalt be witty ; if 
thou love to hear thou fhalt receive (doctrine) j 
and if thou delight in hearing thou fhalt be wife : 
and although your hiftory of mafonry is not worth 
notice, yet you may write many other things of 
great fervice to the fraternity. 

Certain it is (continued he) that free-mafonry 
has been from the creation (though not under that 
name) ; that it was a divine gift from God ; that 
Cain and the builders of his city were ftrangers to 
the fecret myftery of mafonry ; that there were but 
four mafons in the world when the deluge hap- 
pened ; that one of the four, even the fecond fbn of 
Noah was not mafter of the art; that Nimrod, nor 
any of his bricklayers, knew any thing of the mat- 
ter; and that there were but very few maftersofthe 
art (even) at Solomon’s temple : whereby it plainly 
appears, that the whole myftery was communicated 
to very few at that time ; that at Solomon’s temple 
(and not before) it received the name of free-ma- 
fonry, becaufe the mafons at Jerufalem and Tyre 
were the greateft cabalifts-f-then in the world; that 
the myftery has been, for the mpft part; pradtifed 

amongft 

* Ecduf. vi. 33, 34. • 

t People (killed in the cabala i. e. tradition, their fecret 
fcience of expounding divine myfteries, &c. 
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amongft builders fince Solomon’s tinte ; that there 
were fome hundreds mentioned (hi hiftories of 
mafonry) under the titles of grand-mafters, &c. • 
for no other reafon than that of giving orders 
for the building of a houfe, tower, cattle,- or fome 
other edifice (or perhaps for fuffering the mafons 
to ere<tt fuch in their territories, &c.) whild the 
memories of as many thoufands of the faithful 
Crafts are buried in oblivion: From whence * 
he gave me to underftand, that fuch hiftories were ' 
of no ufe to the fbciety at prefent j and further ad- 
ded, that the manner of conttituting lodges, the 
old and new; regulations, &c. were the only and 
mod ufeful things (concerning free-mafonry) that 
could be wrote : to which Tbeg’d to be informed, 
whether fongs were to be introduced : his anfwer 
Was * : if thou be made die matter, lift not thyfelf 
up j but be among them as one of the reft : take 
diligent care for them, and fo fit down. 

. i - 

And when thou haft done all thy duty, fit 
down, that thou may ft be merry with them j and 
receive a crown for thy good behaviour. 

Speak thou that art the elder, for it becometh 
thee j but with found Judgment : and hinder not 
mufic. -f* And at all times let thy garments be 
white. »• 


While he was fpeaking thefe laft words, 1‘was 
awaked by a young puppy that (got into the Room 
while I flept, and, feizing my papers, eat a great 

' part 


* Ecduf. xxxii, i, 2, 3. 


t Ecclef. ix. 8. 
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part of them, and) was then (between my legs) 
fhaking and tearing the ’laft fheet of what I had 
wrote. 

I have not words to exprefs the forrow, grief, 
trouble, and vexation I was in, upon feeing the 
c^flrppjie qf a worjt which I expetted would out* 
la|l the teefli of tinje. 

; - - • . ' ' ' • 

Like one diftradted (as in truth I was) I ran 
to the owner of the dog, and demanded immediate 
fatisfadtion : he told me he would hang the cur ; 
but at the fame time he imagined I fhould be 
under more obligation to him for fo doing, than he 
was to. me for what had happened. 

In fhort, I looked upon it as a bad omen ; and 
my late dream had made fo great an impreffion 
on my mind, that fuperftition got the better of me, 
and caufed me to deviate from the general cuftom 
of* my worthy predeceffors ; otherwife I would 
have publifhed a hiftory of mafonry : and as this 
is rather an accidental, than a defigned fault, I hope 
the reader will look over it with a favourable eye. 


In the following fheets I have inferted nothing 
but what are undeniable truths, which will 
be found (if obfervtd) to be of great ufe to the fra- 
ternity. and likewife to numbers that are not of 
the fociety ; to the latter, it will (hew them the 
folly of ridiculing a fociety founded upon religion, 
morality, brotherly love, and good fellowfhip: 
and to thofe of a more gentle and better polifhed 

nature, 


Digitized by 


Google 



( xvi ) 

nature, in giving them an opportunity of exa- 
mining whether they are indued with the ne- 
cefiary qualifications to be made free-mafons. 

How far this may anfwer the defign, I know 
not ; but I hope that my . brethren and others 
will accept the will for the deed, and take thic 
as the widow’s mite was received, which will 
amply reward my trouble* 
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A 

PHILACTERIA 

For Tuch 

GENTLEMEN, as may be inclined to 
become Free-Masons. 

GENTLEMEN, 

I F the love of knowledge, intereft, company, 
■* or dear curiofity, Ihould take pofleffion of any 
corner of your heads or hearts, and work ydu up 
to a defire of becoming free-mafons j in fuch 
cafe, I beg leave to offer my fervice as your 
guide to the lodge door : this propofal, will not 
(I hope) be difagreeable to you, confidering that 
I am the firft perfon that ever offered afiiftance 
in this manner. But, before we let out, it is 
neceffary that you carefully examine whether you 
are properly equipt for fuch an undertaking. 

To this end, be it known to you gentlemen, that 
in every warranted lodge they have the following 
order, viz. 

"Any perfon defirous of being made a free-malbn 
in the lodge, lhall bepropofed by a member thereof, 
that is to fay, his name, age, defcription of his 
perfon, title, or trade and place of refidence ; that 

c - fuch 
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fuch propofal (hall be made in lodge hours * at 
leaf! one lodge-night before the initiation, in 
order, that the brethren may have Efficient limp 
and opportunity to make a ftri& enquiry into the 
morals, character and circumftances of the can- 
didate ; and the brother that propofes him {hall at 
the fame time depofite fuch a fum (of the candi- 
date’s money) as the majority fhall think fufficient 
(not lefs then one crown) to infure the lodge that 
the candidate will attend according to the propofal. 
And if the lodge approve his perfon, age, cha- 
rafter and circumftances, and therefore initiate 
him into the myftry &c. he (ball pay whatfoever 
fum the brethren fhall think proper (not lefs than 
two guineas) and cloath the lodge *f if required. 
But if the lodge think the candidate unworthy, 
and refufe to make him, his money fhall be faith- 
fully returned to him; but, in cafe the lodge 
approve his perfon and character &c. and he 
refufe to be made, then fhall he forfeit his money 
for the benefit of diftrefled free mafons. And it is 
hereby ordered and declared, that no perfon is 
capable of becoming a member of the lodge, but 
fuch as are of mature age, upright in body and 
limbs, free from bondage, has the fenfes of a 

man, 

* That is from the vernal to the autumnal equinox, be- 
tween feven and ten o’clock in the evening, and from the 
afitumnal to the vernal equinox following, between fix and 
nine o’clock, 

f By cloathing is meant white aprons and gloves, not 
onljr for every member in the lodge, but alfo for all their 
wives and fweethearts. 
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fain, and is endowed with rfii eftate, office, trade. 
Occupation, or fbme vifible way of acquiring an 
honeft and reputable livelihood, as becofaes the 
members of this moft ancient and honourable 
fraternity. * 


By this regulation you fee that the free mafons 
will make a ftridt (though private) enquiry into 
your character and ability : And therefore I 
advife you to be as circumlpedt on your fide. Per- 
haps, you may think that it will be impoffible for 
you to diftinguilh the good from bad, amongft 
a people who make it their peculiar ftudy to keep 
all things fecret. Let not fuch a thought difcourage 
you, when I allure you, that you have a faithful 
guide, who has made free mafonry (both antient 
and modern) his confrant ftudy for twenty years 
paft, and thinks it a duty incumbent on him, 
to give you thefe inftrudtions. 

In the firft place, when you intend to be 
made a free malon, go with your friend to the 
lodge, and delire him to Ihew you the warrant 

c 2 op 

* To this I beg leave to add a word or two : The per- 
fens to whom I now fpeak, are the men of fome education 
and an honeft Chara&er, but in low circumftances $ I fay* 
let them firft confider their income and families, and know* 
that free mafonry requires ability, attendance, and a good 
appearance to maintain and fupport it’s antient and honour-* 
able grandeur. Be it alfo remembered, that they have n6 
-title to the general charity, until they prove, that they have 
been formerly in reputable, at leaft, in tolerable circum- 
ftances. 
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or difpenfation by which the lodge is held ; that is 
to lay, an inftrument printed or written upon 
parchment and figned by fome -noble grand 
mailer, his Deputy and grand wardens, and 
grand fecretary, and fealed with their grand lodge 
feal &c. conftituting and appointing particular 
periods (therein named) as mailer and wardens, 
with full power to congregate and hold a lodge 
at fuch a place, and therein make and admit 
free mafons, according to t]je mod antient and 
honourable cuftom of the royal craft, in all ages 
and nations throughout the known world, with 
full power and authority to nominate, chufe and 
inllall their fucCeflors &c. When they produce this 
authority or warrant, then call for the by-laws, 
and (having ferioufly perufed them) confider 
whether your natural difpofition will incline you 
to be conformable to them. Next call for the 
roll or lift, of the members, where you may find 
the names of fome of your intimate and moft 
eftpemed friends, or perhaps the names of fuch 
{other of your acquaintance) as you would not 
chufe to. affociate with. If thefe refearches prove 
.agreeable, then you may venture to lay down the 
depofite money, (as it is called) but if they do. 
not produce the grand mafter’s authority by war- 
rant or difpenfation, you are to look upon them 
net only as the magma of free mafons, but the 
very dregs of mankind, who (under the cloak of 
brotherly love) are ever upon the watch for an 
opportunity to pick your pockets, and mahe you 

con- 
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contemptible into the bargain. * ' Doubtlefs you 
will wonder how, or by what means, fuch 
abandoned wretches got admittance into a frater- 
nity which boaft of fo much honour and virtue, 
as to level themfelves with kings and princes, 
efpecially, if they adhere ftridly to the foregoing 
regulation. To this I anfwer, that fome of the 
Landlords, -f- where the lodges are held, do often 
recommmend perfons to be made free mafons, 
and that the lucrative view takes place (too often) 
where impartiality, honefty and virtue ought to be 
the points of fight. That others have flood the 
tefl of the ftrideft fcrutiny, behaved well for many 
years, and afterwards fell into all manner of vices, 
which ferves to fhew the inftability and weaknefs 
of mankind, and that all the dodrine and laws 
upon earth (without the grace of God) is not fuf- 
ficient to make men wife or deter them from evil. 
Neverthelefs (in the fyftem of free mafonry) there 
are many ways to mend the manners, polifh the 
difpofition, cor red the Judgment, and refine the 
tafle.of- afoul virtuoufly inclined. And as the 

number 

• For a confirmation hereof read the eighth Regulation, 
(page 58) where it is ordered, that no perfon fo made, nor 
any concerned in making him, fhall be a grand officer, nor 
an officer of any particular lodge, nor (hall any fuch partake 
of the general charity, if they fhould come to want it. 

f I do not charge landlords in general with fuch evil pro- 
ceedings, becaufe I know many of them that abhor Unifier 
views, and would facrifice all pecuniary intereft, before they 
would break through any of the facred rules or orders of the 
cn*ft. v 
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Bomber of good and wife free-mafons have altfayfc 
greatly exceeded that of the foolifh and wicked* 
it would be as abfurd to condemn the whole for 
part, as it would be in die Jews to condemn Shetri 
and Japhet for the curfe brought upon Ham j or 
the Chriftians, to condemm the eleven apoftles* 
becaufe Judas turned traitor. But this is not 
altogether the bufinefs of a guide, therefore I beg 
leave to reaffume my proper character, and earn- 
eftly defire you to flhun mafon clubs, that is to fay * 
lodges formed without authority, for you may reft 
fully allured, that fuch dubs are generally com- 
pofed of excluded members, or perfons clan* 
deftinely made by them , and consequently in- 
capable of giving proper inftrudtions to their pupils; 
Or admit them capable of giving proper inftruc* 
tions, even then ; the new brethren will be led in 
the dark, becaufe it is the intereft of the rebel 
party to conceal the eflentials af the craft, which, 
if revealed, muft of courfe prove themfelves to be 
villains. Therefore, in order to avoid falling into 
fuch hands, I earneftly beg of you, to have no 
communication with any lodge or fet of men 
under the denomination of a free mafons lodge, 
until they produce the grand mafter’s authority, 
figned and fealed as before mentioned. But 
having produced fuch authority, you may then 
enter in the name of God ! where you will be ac* 
quainted with myfteries, which are not permitted 
to be revealed by a guide, efpecially out of the 
lodge: And if after fuch enterance or admiffion 
you find that I have milled you, I do hereby give 

you 
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you full liberty tp expofe me as a blind guide Gecy 
l?ut if experience teach you, that my mftru&ions 
(as w«U as my intentions) were juft, then I hope 
you will do me the honour of calling me a faith- 
ful brother. And that the God of all light and 
jtruth (who is the giver of all good gifts and graces) 
may blefs, proiper, and diredt you, in all your 
public and private (lawful)undertakipg$, is the 
jbearty prayer of, 


Gentlemen, 


If our faithful and obedient feroant , 


\ 


Laurence Dermott. 


Having 
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Having taken my leave of the Grangers, I now 
beg leave to addrefs myfelf to the Gentlemen 

OF THE MOST ANTIENT AND HONOURABLE 

Fraternity. 

GENTLEMEN and BRETHREN, 

S EVERAL eminent craftfmen refiding in 
Scotland, Ireland, America and other parts 
both abroad and at home, have greatly im- 
portuned me, to give them fame account of what 
is called modern mafonry in London. I cannot 
be difpleafed with fuch importunities, becaufe I 
, had the like curiofity myfelf, about fixteen or 
feventeen years ago, when I was firft introduced 
into that fociety. However, before I proceed any 
farther concerning the difference between antient 
and modern, I think it my duty, to declare 
folemnly before God and man, that I have not 
the leaf! antipathy againft the gentlemen members 
of the, modern fociety; but, on the contrary, love 
and refpedt them, becaufe I have found the 
generality of them to be hearty cocks and good 
fellows (as the bacchanalian phrafe is) and many 
of them I believe to be worthy of receiving every 
bleffmg that good men can afk or heaven beftow. 
I hope that this declaration will acquit me of any 
defign of giving offence, efpecially if the following 
queries and anfwers be rightly confidered. 

Quere 
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I 

Quere ift. Whether free mafonry , as praftifed in 
antient lodges , is univetfal ? 

: Anfwer . Yes. 

2d. Whether what is called modern ‘ mafonry is 
univerfal ? 

Anfwer. No. 

3d. Whether there is any material difference 
between the antient and modern ? 

Anf. A great deal, becaufe an antient mafon can 
not only make himfelf known to his brother, 
but in cafe of neceffity can difcover hi$ very 
thoughts to him, in the prefence of a modern, 
without being able to diftinguifh that either of 
them are free niafons. 

4th. Whether a modern mafon may, with -fafety, 
communicate all his fecrets to an antient mafon ? 

Anf. Yes. 

5 th. Whether dn antient mafon may , with the like 
fafety, communicate all bis fecrets y to a modern 
mafon > without further ceremony t 

Anf. No. For as a Science comprehends an Art,’ 
(though an art cannot comprehend a fcience) 
even fo antient mafonry contains every thing 
valuable amongft the moderns, as well as many 

d other 
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other things that cannot be revealed without 
additional ceremonies. 

f 

6th. Whether a per/on, made in the modern manner , 
and not after the antient cujiom of the craft , has 
a right to be called-free and accepted , according 
to the intent and meaning of the words ? 

An) His being unqualified to appear in a matter's 
lodge, according to the univerfal lyftem of 
mafonry, renders the appellation improper. 

yth. Whether it is pofpble to initiate or introduce 
a modern mafon into a royal arch lodge (, the very 
E [fence of mafonry) without making him go 
through the antient ceremonies. 

Anf. No. 

8th. What Art or Science has been introduced and 
PraSlifed in London without deceiving the leafl 
improvement ? 

Anf. Free mafonry. 

9th. Whether the prefent members of modern lodges 
are blameable for deviating fo much from the old 
landmarks l 

Anf. No. Becaufe the innovation was made in 
the reign of king George the firft, and the new 
form was delivered as orthodox to the prefent 
members. 

10th 
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jpth. Therefore as it is natural for each party, to 
maintain the orthodoxy of their mafonical precep- 
tors. How fhall we dtjlinguifh the original and 
mojl ufeful fyftem ? , 

Anf. The number of antient mafons, compared 
with the moderns, being as ninety-nine to one, 
proves the univerfality of the old order, and 
the utility thereof appears by the love and 
refpeCt (hewn to the brethren, in confequence 
of their fuperior abilities in converting with, and 
diftinguifhing the mafons of all countries and 
denominations, a circumftance, peculiar to 
antient mafons. 

I am fo well acquainted with the truth of what 
I have juft now inferted, that I am not in the 
learf apprehenfive of being contradicted. But if 
any perfon (hould hereafter labour under the ipirit 
of oppofition, I (hall (even then) be contented, as 
l am fure of having the majority upon my fide. 

Therofore, In order to fatisfy the importunities 
of my good Brethren (particularly the Right 
worfhipful and very worthy Gentlemen of 
America, who for their charitable difpofition, 
prudent choice of members and good conduit in 
general, deferve the unanimous thanks and ap- 
plaufe of the mafonical world) be it known, 
that the innovation, already mentioned, 
arofe upon the fall of a Grand Master, 
namely Sir Chriftopher Wren, who (as DoCtor 

d 2 Anderfon 
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Anderfon fays) negledted the lodges. The 
Dodtor’s affection is certainly true, and I will 
endeavour to do juftice unto the < memory of Sir 
Chriftopher, by relating the real caufe of fuch 
negledt. The famous Sir Chriftopher Wren, 
Knight, (Mafter of Arts formerly of Wadhan> 
college, Profeflor of aftronomy at Grefham and 
(Oxford, Doctor of the civil law, Prefident of the 
royal fociety, grand mafter of the moil antient 
and honourable fraternity of free and accepted 
mafons, architect to the crown, who built moil 
of the churches in London, laid the firft ftone of 
the glorious cathedral of St. Paul, and lived to 
finiih it.) having ferved the crown upwards of 
fifty years, was (at the age' of ninety) difplaced 
from employment, in favour of Mr. William 
B-nf-n, who was made fyrveyor of the buildings 
&c, to his Majefty King George the firft. 
The firft fpecimen of Mr. B-hf-n’s (kill in archi- 
tedture was a report made to the houfe of Lords, 
that their houfe and the painted chamber adjoining 
were in immediate danger of falling ; whereupori 
the Lprds njet in a committee, tp appoint fome 
other place to fit in, while the houfe fhould be 
taken down. But it being propofed to caufe fome 
other builders firft to infpedt it, they found it in 
very good condition. The Lords, upon this, were 
going upon an addrefs to the king, againft the 
modern architect, for fuch a mifreprefentation, but 
the Earl of Sunderland, then fecretary, gave them 
an affurance that his majefty would remove him. 

Such 

. » I 
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Such ufage, added to Sir Chriftopher’s great age, 
jyas more than enough to make him decline all 
public aflemblies. And the matter mafons then 
in London were fo much difgufted a i the treat- 
ment of their old and excellent grand matter, that 
they would not meet nor hold any communication 
Under the fan&ion of his fucceflor Mr. B-nf-n, 
in fhort, the brethren were ftruck with a Lethargy 
which feemed to threaten the London lodges with 
a final diflolution. 

Notwithftanding this ftate of inactivity in Lon- 
don, the lodges in the country, particularly in 
Scotland and at York, kept up their antient for- 
malities, cuftoms and ufages, without alteration, 
adding or diminifhing, to this hour, from whence 
they may juftly be called the moft antient &c. 

About the year 1717 fome joyous companions, 
who had patted the degree of a craft, (though very 
rutty) refolved to form a lodge for themfelves, in 
order (by converfation) to recoiled what had been, 
formerly dictated to them, or if that fhould be 
found impracticable, to fubftitute fomething new, 
which might for the future pafs for mafonry 
amongft themfelves. At this meeting the queftion 
was afked, whether any perfon in the aflembly 
knew the Matter’s part, and being anfwered in 
the negative, it was refolved, nem. con. that the 
deficiency fhould be made up with a new compo- 
fition, and what fragments of the old order found 

amongft 
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amongft diem, fliould be immediately reformed 
dnd made more pliable to the humours of the 
people. Hence it’ was ordered, that every perfon 
(during the time of his initiation) fliould wear 
boots, lpurs, a fword and fpe£tacles. That every 
apprentice (going and coming from work) fliould 
carry the plumb rule upon his right fide, contrary 
to the antients. That every fellow craft fliould 
carry the level upon his left flde, and not upon his 
right fide, as the antients did. And that every 
perlon, dignified with the title of a majier mafon , 
fliould wear a fquare pendant to his right leg. 
It was alfb thought expedient to abolifli - the old 
cuftom of ftudyjng Geometry in the lodge, and 
fome of the young brethren made it appear, that 
a good knife and fork in the hands of a dexterous 
brother (over proper materials) would give greater 
fatisfa&ion, and add more to the rotundity of the 
lodge, than the beft fcale and compafs in Europe, 
and farthermore added, that a line, a fquare, a'pa- 
rallelogram, a rhombus, a rhomboides, a triangle, 
a trapezium, a circle, a femicircle, a quadrant, 
a parabola, a cube, a parallelopipedon, a prifm, 
a pyramid, a cylinder, a cone,- a prifmoid, a cy- 
lindroid, a fphere, a fpheroid, a parabolick, fru- 
ftrums, fegments, polygons, ellipiis and irregular 
figures of all forts might be drawn and represented 
upon Bread, Beef, Mutton, Fowls, Pies &c. as 
demonftratively as upon ilates Or fheets of paper $ 
and that the ufe of the globes might be taught 
and explained as clearly and briefly upon twq 
bottles, as upon Mr. Senex’s globes of 28 inches 

diameter $ 
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diameter; and we are told, that from this ini*- 
provement proceeded the laudable cuftom of 
charging to a public health at every third fentencc 
that is fpoke m the lodge. There was another 
old cuftom that gave umbrage to the young archi- 
tects, i. e. the wearing of aprons, which made 
the gentlemen look like -fo many mechanicks, 
therefore it was propofed, that no brother (for the 
future) fliould wear an apron; This propofal 
was rejected by the oldeft members, who de- 
clared, that the aprons were all the ligns of ma- 
fonry then remaining amongft them, and for that • 
reafon they would keep and wear them. It was, 
then propofed, . that ( as they were refolved to 
wear aprons) they ftiould be turned upfide down; 
in order to avoid appearing mechanical. This 
propofal took place and anfwered the defign, for 
that, which was formerly the lower part, was now 
faftened round the abdomen, and the bib and 
firings hung downwards, dangling in fuch manner 
as might convince die fpedtators, that there was 
not a working mafon amongft them. 

Agreeable as this alteration might feem to the 
gentlemen, neverthelefs it was attended with an 
ugly circumftance: for, in taverfing the lodge, 
the brethren were fubjedt to tread upon the firings, 
which often caufed them to fall with great violence, 
fb that it was thought neceflary, to invent feveral 
methods of walking, in order to avoid treading 
upon the firings. In brief, every meeting pro- 
duced an addition or a palinody. Amongft other 

things 
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things they feized on the ftone mafons Arms, # 
which that good natured company has permitted 
them to wear to this day, for which reafon feveral 
of the brethren have turned their aprons in the 
old fafhion, and affedt to immitate the operative 
tnafons. And it is pleafant enough, to fed fixty 
or feventy able men about a little Lewis and cap- 
ftan &c. eredted upon a mahogany platforni 
(purchafed at an extravagant price) all employed 
in railing a little fquare piece of marble, which 
the weakeft man in company could take between 
his finger and thumb and throw it over the houfe; 

I have the greateft veneration for fuch imple- , 
ments as are truly emblematical or ufeful in refin- 
ing our moral notions, and I am well convinced 
that the cuftom and ufe of them in lodges are both 
antient and inftrudtive, but at the fame time I 
abhor and deteft the unconstitutional fopperies of 
cunning avaricious tradesmen, invented and intro- 
duced amongft the moderns with no other defign 
but to extradt large fums of money, which ought 
to be applied to more noble and charitable ules; 
There is now in my neighbourhood a large piece 
of iron fcrole work, ornamented with foliage &C-. 
painted and gilt (the whole at an incredible ex- 
pence) and placed before the mailer’s chair, with 
a gigantic fword fixed therein, during the com- 
munication 

* The operative or ftone mafons are the 30th company 
in London, they were incorporated by Charles the fecond, 
and have a hall in Bafinghall ftreet, the number of their 
livery men about feventy, and the livery fine five pounds* 
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jnunication of the members, a thing contrary to 
all the private and public rules of mafonry : all 
implements of war and bloodlhed being confined 
to the lodge door, from the day that the flaming 
fword was placed in the Ead of the garden of 
Eden, to the day that the fagacious modern placed 
his grand fword of State in the midd of his lodge. 

- Nor is it uncommon for a tyler to receive ten or 
twelve (hillings for drawing two fign pofts with 

- chalk and writing Jamaica rum upon one, and 
Barbadoes ram upon the other, and all this (I 
fuppofe) for no other ufe, than to didinguifh 
where thefe liquors are to be placed in the lodge. 

* » 

There are many other unconftitutional pro- 
ceedings, which (to avoid giving offence) I pafs : 
over in filence. And hope, that I lhall live tot 
fee a general conformity and univerfal unity* 
between the worthy malons of all denominations. ; 
This is the mod earned wifhes and ardent prayers ; 
of, 

\ 

t 

Gentlemen and Brethren, 

Tour mqft fncere friend. 

Obedient fervant , 

and faithful brother , 


Laurence Dermott, Secretary, 
e 
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N, B. The free mafons arms in the upper part 
of the frontis piece of this book, was found in the- 
collection of the famous and learned hebrewift, 
architect and brother, Rabi Jacob Jehudah Leon. 
This gentleman, at the requeft of the Rates of 
Holland, built a model of Solomon's temple. 
The defign of this undertaking was to build a 
temple in Holland, but upon furveying the model 
it was adjudged, that the united provinces were 
Hot rich enough to pay for it j whereupon the 
States generoufly beftowed the model upon the 
builder, notwithstanding they had already paid 1 
him . his. demand, which was very great. This 
model was exhibited to public view (by authority) 
at Paris and Vienna, and afterwards in London, 
by a patent under the great feal of England* and* 
figned Killigrew- in the reign of King Charles the 1 
(econd. At the fame time, Jacob Judah Leon; 
publiiheda defcription of the tabemade and the* 
temple, and dedicated it to his Majefty^ and in 
the years 1759 and 1760 I had the pleafure of 

? :ru(iftg and examining both thefe curiofities. 

he arms art emblazoned thus, quarterly per . 
iquares, counterchanged Vert. In the firft quarter 
Azure a lyon rampant Or, in the fecond quarter 
Or, an ox paflant fable ; in the third quarter Or, 
a man with hands- ereCt, proper robed, crimion 
and ermin ; in the fourth quarter Azure, an eagle 
difplayed, Or>, Creft, • the holy ark of the cove- 
nant, proper, fupported by Cherubims. Motto, 
K-odes la Adonai, i. e. Holinefs to the Lord. 

• ' ' • u. 1 

■' ' ' y ; To 
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T 6 this I beg leave to add what I have mad 
concerning thefe arms. 


The learned Spencerfays, the Gherubims hadi 
the face of a man, the wings of an eagles die baefc 
and mane of a lion,. and. the fees ofacaht Be 
Legib. Heir.. lib; 3; cbi 2. 

The prophet Ezekiel fays, they had four fofm*,- 
a man, a lion, an ox, and an eagle. 

When the Ifraelites were in the wildernefs, and 
encamped in four cohorts, the ftandard of the 
tribe of Judah carried a lion, the tribe of Ephraim 
an ox, the tribe of Ruben a man, and the tribe 
of Dan an eagle j thofe four ftandards compofed 
a Cherubim j therefore God chofe to fit upon 
Cherubims bearing the forms of thofe animals, 
to fignify, that he was* the leader and king of the 
cohorts of the Ifraelites. Trad, of theHeb. 

Bochart fays, that they reprefented the nature 
and miniftry of angels, by the lion’s form is figni- 
fied their ftrength, generofity and majefty; by 
that of the ox, their conftancy and affiduity in 
executing the commands of God ; by their human 
ihape their humanity and kindnefs } and by that 
of the eagle, their agility and fpeed. Bochart 
d» ahimall P. j , 
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As thefc were the arms of the mafons that built 
the tabernacle and the temple, “there is not the 
leaft doubt of their being the proper arms of the 
moft antient and honourable fraternity of free and 
accepted mafons, and the continual pradhce, 
formalities and tradition, in all regular lodges, 
from the loweft. degree to the moft high, i. e. 
The Holy Royal Arch, confirms the truth 
hereof. 
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vve enter into thecaufe or 
motive of the firft inftitution of Free- 
*«*«*?»[ Mafonry, it is neceifary in tome mea- 
(Mkj* f ure to (hew the Excellency of Se- 
crecy, and with what great Careit is-to be kept. 

One of the principal Parts that makes k man 
be deemed wife, is his intelligent ftrength and 
ability to cover and conceal fuch hoheft Secrets as 
are committed to him, as well as his own ferious 
affairs. And whoever will perufe (acred and pro- 
fane hiftory, (hall find a great number of virtu- 
ous attempts (in peace and war) that never reach- 
ed their defigned ends, but were(haken into (hi- 
vers and defeated, only through defedt of fecret 
Concealment ; and yet, be (ides fuch unhappy 
prevention, infinite evils have thereby enfued. 
But before all other Examples, let us confiderthat 
which excels all die reft, derived -ever from God 
himfelf. Who (b eipecially preferves his own: 
fccrets to himfelf, never letting any man know 

B yvhat 


Digitized by 


Google 



2 A H I M A N R E Z O N. 
what fhould happen on the morrow ; nor couH 
the wife men in ages pail, divine what'fhould be- 
fall us in this Age : Whereby we may readily dif- 
cern, that God himfelf is well pleafed with Se- 
crecy. And although (for man’s good) the Lord 
hits been pleafed to reveal fome things, yet k is ira- 
^joflible at any time to change or alter his Deter- 
mination, in regard whereof the reverend wife 
men of ancient times, evermore afiedted to per- 
form their, intentions fecretly. 

We read that Cata the Cenibr often fajd to his 
Friends, that of three things he had good reafon 
to repqnt, if. ever he, negledled the true Perform- 
ance of them : The firft, if he divulged any Se- 
cret; the fecond, if he adventured on the Water 
when he might ftay on dry land ; and thirdly, if 
he fhould let any day negledtedly efcape him 
without doing fome good Adtion. The latter two 
are well worthy of obfervalion; but the firfl Con- 
cerns our prefent undertaking. Alexander having 
received divers letters of great importance from 
his mother ; after he had read them, in the pre-> 
fc^ce of none but his dear friend Ephejlion and 
himfelf, he drew forth his fignet whicufealed hi$ 
moft private letters, and without fpeaking fet it 
^pon Efhejiion's Lips; intimating thereby, that 
hein whofe bofom a map buries his fecrets, fhould 
h^e his lips locked up from revealing them. ' r 
‘ / Among 
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Amo&g the feft it may not be difagreeable to 
the reader to perufe the following ftory, as told by 
Aulus Gellius in his Attic Nights, and by Macro - 
bius in his Saturnals. ■ 

The fenators of Rome , at their ufual fitting in 
the fenate-houfe, had conftkuted a Cuflom 
among tbemfelves, that each brother fenator who 
had a fbn, fhould be admitted with his father td 
abide in the fenate-houfe during their fitting, Or 
depart if occafion required j nor was this favour 
general, but extended only to noblemen’s fons, : 
who were tutored in fuch a manner as enabled 
them to become wife governors, capable of keep- 
ing their own fecrets. About this time it happen- 
ed that the fenators fat in confultation of a very 
important caufe, lb that they flayed much longer 
than ufual, and the conclufion referred to the fol- 
lowing day, with exprefs charge of fecrecy in the 
mean time. Among the other noblemen’s fons 
who had been at this weighty bufinefs, was that 
faithful youth the fon of the grave Papirus , whofe 
family was one ofthe-moft noble and illuflrious 
in all Rome. 

The young lad being come home, his mother 
(as moft of. the fair-fex are highly affetfled with 
novelty) in treated him to tell her what ftrange 
cafe had been that day debated in the, fenate, that 
had power to detain them fo long beyond their 
ufual hours : The virtuous and ncble* youth cour- 
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4 A HI MAN R EZON, 
teoufiy told bier that it was a bufinefs not in his 
power to reveal, he being in a folemn manner 
commanded to filence : Upon hearing this an- 
fwer, her defires became more earneft in ft rider 
enquiries ihto the cafe, and nothing but intelligence 
thereof could , any way content her : So that firft 
by fair fpeeches and intreaties, with liberal* pro- 
mifesy (he endeavoured to break open this poor 
little casket of fecrecy : But finding thefe efforts 
in vaiti, to ftripes and violent threats was her next 
flight ; becaufe force may compel, where: lenity 
cannot. . , 

The admired noble fpirit finding a mother’s 
threats to be very harfh, but her ftripes more bit- 
ter than any thing befide y comparing his love to 
her as his. mother, with die duty he owed to his 
father ; the one mighty, but the other impulfive ; 
he lays her and her fond conceit ih one fcale ; his 
father, his own honour, and the folemn injundti- 
ons to fecrecy, in the other ft ale ; and finding, her 
intrinfic- weight as being his mother, but lighter 
than wind being thus gone out of herfelf. Whet- 
ting -his tender wit upon the fandy ftoneofher 
edging importunity, to appeafe her, and preferve 
his own honour by remaining faithful, he thus re- 
folved hcr : 

Mad am > and ‘dear mother, you may well 
blame the fenate for their long fitting, at leaft for 
calling in Queftion a cafe fo impertinent ; for ex- 
cept 
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<ept the wives bf the fenators be Emitted to Cqi** 
(u|t thereon, there can be no hope of a conclufi- 
on : I fpeak this bnt out of my young apprehen- 
fion, for I know their gravity may eafily confound 
roe ; and yet, whether nature or duty fb inftrudt 
me, I cannot tell : But to them it feems neccffa- 
ry, for the increafe of people, and for the public 
good, that every fenator fhould be allowed two 
wives 3 or otherwife, their wives two husbands : I 
(hall hardly under one roof call two men by the 
name of father 5 I had rather call two women by 
the name of mother. This is the queftion, mo* 
ther 3 and to-morrow it muff have determination, 
. The Mother hearing this, and his Teeming un- 
willing to reveal it, took it for infallible truth s 
Her blood quickly fired, and rage enfued. I need 
not put the reader in mind that fuch fudden heats 
, feldom admit of confederation 3 but on the con- 
trary, hurry the fenfes and faculties further to 
rafhnefs, and other follies ; by which they are 
rendered incapable of doing themfelves fuch good 
adtions, orfervice, as their cafe often require : So 
without requiring any other counfel, fhe immedi# 
ately fent to the other ladies and matrons of Roms, 
to acquaint them with this weighty affair, where- 
in the peace and welfare of their whole lives was 
fo nearly concerned. This melancholy news blew 
up fuch a brain-fick paflion, that the ladies imme- 
diately affembled 3 and though (fome fay) that a 
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parliament of women are very feldom governed 
by one fpeaker, yet this affair being fo urgent, the 
hafte as pertinent, and the cafe (on their behalf) 
merely indulgent, the revealing woman muff pro- 
locute for herfelf and the reft. And on the next 
morning fuch a din was at the fenate door, • for 
adihiflion to fit with their hu/bands in this wonder 
nous confutation, as if all Rome had been in an 
uproar. Their minds muft not be known before 
they have audience j which (though againft all 
order) being granted, fuch an oration was made 
by the woman fpeaker, with requeft that women 
might have two hufbands rather than men two 
wives, who could fcarcely content one, Gfc. Up- 
on the riddle’s folution, the noble youth was high^ 
ly commended for his fidelity, and the ladies 
greatly confounded, and departed very likely with 
blulhing cheeks. Neverthelefs, to avoid the like 
Inconvenaency for the future, it was determined 
that thence forward ; they Ihould bring their fons 
no more into the fenate ; only young Pafirus ; 
who was freely accepted, and his fecrecy and dif- 
creet policy not only applauded, but himfelf with 
titles of honour dignified and rewarded. 

Nor ftiould we forget the faithful Anaxarchtn 
(as related by Pliny, in his fevcnth book and 
twenty-third chapter.) who was taken in order to 
force his fecrets from him, bit his tongue in the 

midft 
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midft between his teeth, and afterwards threw it 
in the tyrant’s face. 

The Athenians had a ‘ftatueofbrafs, which 
they bowed to j the figure was made without a 
tongue, to declare fccrecy thereby. , 

Likewise the Egyptians worihipped Harpo- 
crates, the god of filcnce for which reafon he is 
always pictured holding his finger on hi$ mouth. - 
The Romans had a goddefs of filenoe named 
Angerona, which was pi&ured like Harpocrates, 
holding her finger on her mouth, in token of fc- 
crecy. 

: The fervants of Plancus are much commended, 
becauTe no torment could make them confcfs the 
fccret which their mailer intruiled them with. 

. Likewise the fcrvant of Cato the orator was 
cruelly tormented, but nothing could make him 
reveal the fecrets of his mailer. 

Quintus Curtius tells us, that the Perfians held it 
as an inviolable law to puniih moil grievioefly (and 
much more than any other treipafc) Him that dis- 
covered any fecrct ; for confirmation thereof, he 
fays, that king Darius, being vanquifhed by Alex- 
ander, had made his efcape io far as to hide htmfclf 
where he thought he might reft fecure ; no tor- 
tures whatfoever, or liberal promifes of recompence, 
could prevail with the faithfyl brethren that knew 
it, or compel them to diiclofe it to any perfon : 
And furthermore fays, that no man ought to com- 
mit 
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mit any matter of confequenceto him that cannot 
truly keep a fecret. 

Lycurgtts, among his continual laws, would have 
every man keep fecret whatlbever was done or laid : 
For this realbn the Athenians were wont {when 
they met at any feaft) that the moll ancient among 
diem Ihould Ihew every brother the door whereat 
they entered, faying. Take heed that not lb much 
Ms. one word pafs out from hence, of whatfoever 
{hall here be ailed or fpoken. 

The firll thing that Pythagoras taught his Scho- 
lars was to be filent, therefore (for a certain .time^ 
he kept them without Ipeaking, to the end that 
they might the better learn to prelerve the valuable 
fecrets he had to communicate to them, and never 
to fpeak but when time required, expreflrng there- 
by that fecrecy was the rareil virtue : Would to 
God that the mailers of our prelent lodges would 
put the lame in pradtice. 

Arijiotle was demanded what thing appeared 
mo’ll difficult to him j he anfwered, to be fecret 
and filent. 

To this purpofe St. Ambrofe \ in his offices, 
placeth among the principal foundations of virtue, 
the patient gift of filence. , 

The wife king Solomon fays in his proverbs, that 
a king ought not to drink wine, becaufe drunken- 
nefs is an enemy to fecrecy - y and in his opinion, 
he is not worthy to reign that cannot keep his own 

fecrets 
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fecretsj he furthermore fays, that he which difcovers ( 
fee rets is a traitor, and he that conceals them is a 
faithful brother : He likewife fays, that he that re- 
fraineth his tongue is wife : And again, he that 
keeps his tongue, keeps his foul. I could menti- 
on many other circumftances of the excellency of 
fecrecy j and I dare venture to fay that the greateft 
honour, juftice, truth, and fidelity, has been al- 
ways found amongft thofe who could keep their 
own and others Secrets ; and this is moft nobly fet 
forth by Horace , who fays : 

The man refolv’d and fteady to his truft. 

Inflexible to ill, and obftinately juft ; 

May the rude rabble’s infolence defpife. 

Their fenfelefs clamours and tumultuous cries ; 

The tyrant’s fiercenefs he beguiles. 

And the ftern brow and the harfh voice defies, ' 
And with fuperior greatnefs fmiles : 

Not the rough whirlwind, that deforms 
Adria'% black gulph, and vexes it with ftorms 5 
The ftubbom virtue of his foul can move e 
Not the red arm of angry Jove, 

That flings the thunder from the fky. 

And gives it rage to roar and ftrength to fly; 

Should the whole frame of nature round him breakj 
In ruin and confufion hurl’d ; 

He unconcem’d wou’d hear the mighty crack, 

A-nd ftand fecure amidft a falling world. 

c THEREFORE 
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Therefore I am of opinion, that if fecrecy 
and filence be duly confidered, they will be found 
mod necefiary to qualify a man for any bufinefi 
of importance : If this be granted, I am confident 
that no man will dare to difpute that Free-Mafons 
are fuperior to all other men, in concealing their 
fecrets, from times immemorial : which the pow- 
er of gold, that often has betrayed Icings and prin- 
ces, and fometimes overturned whole empires, nor 
the rnGfl cruel punifhments could never extort the 
fecret (even) from the weakeft member of .the 
' whole fraternity. 

Therefore I humbly prefume it will of 
confequence be granted, that the Welfare and 
good of mankind was the caufe or motive of fo 
grand an Inftitution as Free-Mafonry (no art yet 
ever being fo extenfively ufeful ) which not only 
tends to, protect its members from external injuries, 
but to polifh the rujly difpofitions of iniquitous 
minds, and alfo to detain, them within the. plea- 
fant bounds of true religion, morality and virtue j 
for fuch are the precepts of this royal art,? that if 
thofe who have die honour of being members 
thereof would but live according to the true prin- 
ciples of- the ancient craft, every man that’s en- 
dowed with the lead fpark of honour or hiopefty, 
muft ofcourfe approve thejr . aligns, and confe- 
quently endeavour to /ollow their ftfps. And al- 
though very few or none of the brethren arrive to 
jUtrt'&Ji • ** V.- the 
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the foblknity and beautiful contrivance of I- tram 
Ab 'tf j yet the very Enemies of Free-Mafonry muft 
own, that it is the moll renowned fociety that 
ever was, is now, or (perhaps) ever will be upon 
earth j the following true defcription of the royal 
art, will clearly fhew its great ufeto mankind. 

, r f 1 

Hail mighty ART 1 gracious gift of heaven. 

To aid mankind by our creator given: 

It was ( you alone that gave the ark its form. 

Which fav’d the faithful from the impending ftorm j 
When finful Cowans were grov’ling in the tide. 

The Malbns ark triumphantly did ride 
- O’er mighty waves, not/ car’d they where it fleer’d 
Till floods abated and dry l^nd appear’d : 1 
■ On Arraret\ mount, after the mighty ftorm. 
There flood their ark and open’d lodge in form * 
There the good mafon of his own accord, 

An altar built to ferve . the heavenly lord j 
Returned thanks with ofPring facrifice. 

Which pleafed Jove : and to himfelf he cries, 

For fake of man I’ll curie the ground no more, \ 
Nor finite the living as I’ve done before : • . 

While earth remain this blefling I’ll-beftow, 

A proper time when you your feed may fowj 
The harveft-time to blefs thfelab’ring Twain, - 
With, fruitful crops for all his care and pain : 

Nights, days and feafons fhall furround this ball. 
Nor fhall they ceafe untill the end of all : 

And to confirm my. promife unto thee, 

Amidft the clouds my bow a witnefs be 5 

C 2 An 
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An heav’nly arch fliews how God fav’d the lives. 

Of mafons four, likewife their happy wives. 

Such the bleflings of each time and feafon, 

God has promis’d to that mafter-mafon ; 

By which we fee that mighty things were done 
By this great art, fince fir ft the world began. 

What mortal living, whether far or near. 

Around the globe within the heav’nly fphere, 

. Can name one art fo much by God approv’d. 

As mafonry in David whom he lov’d ; 

Witnefs Moriah where God appear’d to man, 
i And gave the prince the holy temple’s plan •, 

Which charge Solomon after did fulfill. 

By aid from Tyre and Hiram's mighty (kill. 

This is the art that did the world excel, 

And pleas’d the lord of hofts to come and dwell 
Amongft the men ; who did the temple frame. 

To worfhip God and keep his facred name. 

By Mafon’s art afpiring domes appear. 

Where God is worfhip’d ftill in truth and fear : 

By mafons art the greedy miler’s breafr, 

(Tho’ iron-bound, much cloferthan his cheft) 
Companion feels, values not his ftore. 

And freely gives what he ne’er thought before : 

By Mafons art the bufy tongue doth fall 
Before the throne, when awful filence call : 

By Mafons art the wings of loofe defire, 

Are dipt Ihort, prevents their foaring higher % 

The vicious mind the ancient craft reftrain. 

From immodeft bents, unlawful and profane : ; 

By mafons art the puny foppifh als, 

(Mankind’s difgrace, and fport of ev’ry lafs) 

; . Sooii 
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. Sopn quits has folly, and pnwe wifcr grown. 

Looks on hinpfelf as one before unknown : 

. By Mafons art the proud epfigns of ftate, 

(Ambition’s nurs’ry, and her lofty feat) 

Are deemed vain and ufelefi toys, 

Free-Mafons prize more folid joys. 

But jnethinks I hear fome of my readers fay, 
furely if Free-Mafbnry be ftich as it is here repre- 
fented, die Brotherhood moft certainly are the 
happieft men living ; and yet, on the contrary, 
we often meet fome very miferable, others very 
great knaves, and a number of ignorant, illiterate 
ftupid fools of the fociety ; or at leaft would en- 
deavour to make the World believe fo. This 
has been duly confidered, and anfwered, in the 
inftru&ions for fuch as would become Free- 
Mafons. In the mean time I am lyell a£- 
fured, that none but ftrangers to the craft, and 
ungenerous enemies to good fociety, will doubt 
the veracity of what is here inferted concerning 
Free-Mafonry. And for further fatisfa<ftion to my 
female readers, and fuch of the male fex as have 
not the honour of being initiated into the myftery, 
I here beg leave to treat of the principles of the 
craft (fo far as comes under the limitation of my 
pen) which I hope will meet with a juft admi- 
ration, becaufe they are founded upon religion, 
morality, brotherly- love, and good fellowfhip. 

A mason is obliged by his tenure to believe 
firmly in the true worfhip of the eternal God, as 

well 
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well as in all thofe facred records which the dig- 
nitaries and fathers of the church have compiled 
and publifhed for the ufe of all good men : So 
that no one who rightly underftands the art, can 
poffibly tread in the irreligious paths of the unhap- 
py libertine, or be induced to follow the arrogant 
profelTors of atheifm or deifm ; neither is -he to be 
ilained with the grofs errors of blind fuperftition, 
but may have the liberty of embracing what faith 
he (hall think proper, provided at all times pays 
a due reverence to his creator, and by the world 
deals with honour and h.onefty, ever making that 
golden precept the (landard-rule of his actions, - 
which engages, To dp unto all men as he would 
they fhould do unto him : For the craft, inftead 
of entering into idle and unneceffary difputes con- 
cerning the different opinions and perfuafions of 
men, admits into the fraternity all that are good 
and true ; whereby it hath brought about the 
means of reconciliation amongft perfons, who, 
without that afliftance, would have remained at 
perpetual variance. 

A mason is a lover of quiet ; is always fubjeft 

to the civil powers, provided they do rtpt iofringp 
upon ibe ; limitted bounds, of religion and reafon : 
And it was^neyerj yet known, that a real craftfman 
Was concerned inanydark plot, defigps’or con- 
trlvinces againft the (late,, becaufe the welfare of 
the nation is. his peculiar care fo that from the 
ih.v • higheft 
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higheft to th,e lowed: ftep of magidracy due regard 
and deferenceis paid by him- 
• But. as Mafonry hath at feveral times felt the 
injurious effe&s of war, blood (hed, and devalua- 
tion, it was a ftronger engagement to theCraftf- 
men to ad agreeable to the rules of peace and loy- 
alty, the many proofs of -which behaviour hath 
occafioned the ancient' kings and pdwers to proted: 
and defend then). But if a brother fhould be fo 
far unhappy as to rebel againft the ftate, he would 
meet with no countenance from his fellows; noc 
would they keep any private converfe with h*m y 
- whereby the government might have taufe ta.be 
jealous, or take the leaft umbrage. 

A MASou, in regard to himfelf, is carefully to 
avoid all manner of intemperance or ejtcefe, which 
might obftrud him in the performance df .the ne- 
ceflary iduties of his laudablei profefBon, or lead 
him into any crimes which would feflfcd difhonour 
upon. the ancient 1 fraternity. , > 

'! Hft is to treat his inferiors as he would have 
his fuperiora deal with him, wifely cofifidering 
that the original of mankind is die fame ;• and 
though mafonry aiveffs no man ofhtf: honour, 'yet 
does the craft admit that ftridly to purfue the 
paths of ; virtue, whereby a dear confidence nfay be 
prefetved, is the only, method Co make any man 
noble. ; ' . ; ; . .. 
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A Mason is to be fofar benevolent, as never to 
/but his ear unkindly to the complaints of wretch- 
ed poverty ; but when a brother is opprefled by 
want, he is in a peculiar manner to Men to his 
fofierings with attention ; in confequehce of which 
pity muft flow from his breaft, and relief without 
prejudice according to his capacity. 

A Mason is to pay due obedience to the au-> 
thority of his mailer and prefiding officers, and to 
behave himfelf meekly amongfthis brethren ; nei- 
ther negledting his ufual occupation for the fake 
of company* in running from one lodge to another; 
nor quarrel with the ignorant multitude, for their 
ridiculous aiperfions concerning it : But at his lei— 
fure hours he is required to ftudy the arts and 
fciences with a diligent mind, that he may not only 
perform his duty to his great Creator, but alfo to 
his neighbour and himfelf : For to walk humbly in 
Ae fight of God, to do juftice, and love mercy, 
are the certain charadteriftics of a real free and 1 
accepted antienit mafon : Which qualifications I 
humbly hope they will poflefs to the end of time ;• 
and I dare venture to fay, that every true brother 
will join with me in. Amen , 


Thu benefits arifing from a ftridt obfervance of 
the principles of the craft, are fb apparent that £ 
muft believe every good Man would be fond to 
profefs and pradtife the fame ; becaufethofe princi- 
ples 
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AHIMAN R E Z O N. 17 
pies tend to promote the happinefs of life, as they 
are founded on the bafis of wifdom and virtue. 

' In the firft place ; our privileges and inftruc- 
tions, when rightly made ufe of, are not only pro-t 
duftive of our welfare on this fide of the grave, 
but even our eternal happinefs hereafter. 

For the craft is founded on fo fojid 3 bafis that 
it will never admit blalphemy, lewdnefs, {wearing, 
evil-plotting, or controverfy ; and tho’ they are not 
all of the fame opinion in matters of faith, yet they 
are ever in one mind in matters of mafbnry; that 
is, to labour juftly, not to eat any man’s bread for 
nought, but to the utmoft of our Capacity to love 
and ferve each other, as brethren of the fame houf. 
hold ought to do : Wifely judging, that it is as great 
an abfardity in one man to quarrel with another be- 
cause he will not believe as he does, as it would be 
in him to be angry becaufe he was not : exaftly of 
the fame fize and countenance, &c. 

Therefore to afford fuccour to the difhefled, 
to divide our bread with the induffrious poor, and 
to put the mifguided traveller into his way, are 
qualifications inherent in the craft and fuitable tq 
its dignity, and fuch as the worthy members of 
that great body have at all tinies ftrove with inde-» 
fatigable: pains to accomplifb.. ; i * • : 

These and fuch. like benefits, 'anfing frotp 3 
ft rift ohfervance of the principles of the craft (as 
numbers of brethren have lately .m>?fi<need) if 

D duly 
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duly considered, will be found not only to equal 
but to exceed any fociety in being. 

If fo, the worthy members of this great and 
ufeful Society, Can never be too careful in the elec- 
tion of members; J mean, a thorough knowledge 
of the character and circumftance of a candidate 
that begs to be initiated into the myftery of free- 
mafonry. 

Upon this depends the welfare or deftrudtion 
of the craft ; for as regularity, virtue, and con- 
cord, are the only ornaments of human nature, 
(which is often too prone to adt in different capaci- 
ties) fo that the happinefs of life depends, in a 
great meafure, on our own eledtion and a prudent 
choice of thofe Steps. 

For human fociety cannot fubfift without con- 
cord, and the maintenance of mutual good offi- 
ces ; for, like the working of an arch of ftone, it 
would fall to the ground provided one piece did not 
properly fupport another. 

In former times every man (at his requeft) was 
not admitted into the craft, (tho’ perhaps of agood 
and moral reputation) nor allowed to ffiare the be- 
nefits of our antient and noble institution, nnlefs he 
was endued with fuch fkill in mafonry, as he might 
thereby be able to improve the art, either in plan 
or workmanfhip ; or had fuch an affluence of for- 
tune as Should enable him to employ, honour, and 
protedt the craftfmen. 

G l 
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I would not be underflood, by this, to mean that 
no reputable tradefmen fhould receive any of our 
benefits ; but, on the contrary, am of opinion that 
they are valuable members of the commonwealth, 
and often have proved themfelves real ornaments to 
lodges. 

Those whom I aim at, are the miferable 
wretches of low-life, (often introduced by excluded 
men *) fome of whom can neither read nor write ; 
and when [by the afliftapcc of niafonry}. they are 
admitted into the company of their betters, they 
too often aft beyond their capacities ; and under 
pretenceof fearching for knowledge, they fall into 
fcenes of gluttony or drunkennefs/ and thereby 
negledt their neceffary occupation and injure their 
poor families, who imagine they have a juft caufe 
to pour out all their exclamations and inve&ives 
D 2 againft 

* That is, men excluded from their lodges for mifdemca- 
nors, &c. who (finding themfelves deemed unworthy offo no- 
ble a fociety) Hill endeavour to make the reft of mankind be- 
lieve, that they are good and true, and have full power and 
authority to admit, enter, and make free-mafons, when and 
wherefoever they pleafe, &c. Thefe traders, (though but few 
in number) affociate together, and for any mean confidera- 
tion admit any perfon to what little they know of the craft. 
Little I fay, for I honeftly allure my readers, that no man 
who rightly underftands the craft, can be fo blind as to tram- 
ple over its ancient landmarks ; therefore all victuallers, &c. 
ought to be very cautious of entertaining fudi, - from whom 
neither benefit nor credit can be expected, Ste New Rtgui 
lotion, , VIII. 
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againft the whole body of free-maibnry, without 
confidering or knowing that our conftkutions and 
principles are quite oppofite to fuch bafe pro- 
ceedings. 

Th e next thing to be confidered is the choice 
of officers to rule and govern the lodge, according 
to the ancient and wholefome laws of our conftitu- 
tion ; and this is a matter of great concern, for the 
officers of a lodge are not only bound to advance 
and promote the welfare of their own particular 
lodge, but alio whatfoever may tend to the good 
of the fraternity in general. 

> Therefore no man ought to be nominated or 
put in fuch election, but fuch as by his known flcill 
and merit, is deemed worthy of performance, viz. 
He muft be well acquainted with all die private 
and public rules and orders of the craft j he ought 
to be ftri&ly honeft, humane of nature, patient in 
injuries, modeft.in convention, grave in counfel 
and advice, and (above ah) conftanf in amity and 
faithful in fecreey *. 

Such candidates well deferve to be chofen die 
rulers and governors of their refpeftive lodges, to 
whom the members are to be courteous and obe T 

dient* 

. * 

. * A man may pdfefs all thefe good qualifications* and yet 
{if iu low ckcwmftanees) be incapable of filling his office 
credit to the, lodge or inmfelf : :andth»s?I recommend as a 
patter well worth, thcconfideiatioji of aUcthe conftituents* 
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dient, and, by their wife and ancient dilates, may 
learn to defpife the over-covetous, impatient, con- 
tentious prefumptious, arrogant, and conceited 
prattlers, the bane of human lociety. 

Here I cannot forbear faying, that I have 
known men whole intentions were very honed:, 
and without any evil defign commit great errors, 
and fometimes been the definition of good lodges j 
and this occafioned by their brethren hurrying them 
indifereetly into offices,wherein their flender know- 
ledge of mafonry rendered them incapable of exe- 
cuting the bufinefs committed to their charge, to 
the great detriment of the craft and their own 
difhonour. 

Amongst the qualities and principles of the 
craft, I have given a hint concerning the behaviour 
of a mafbn in the lodge, to which I beg he may 
add the few following lines, viz. he is to pay due 
, refpeft, and be qbedient- (in all reafbnable matters) 
to the mailer and prefiding officers : He muft not 
curfe, fwear, nor offer to lay wagers ; nor ufe any 
lewd or unbecoming language, in derogation of 
GOD's Name, and corruption of good manners j 
nor behave himfelf ludicroufly, nor jeftingly, while 
the lodge is engaged in what is ferious and folemn : 
Neither is he to introduce, fupport, nor mention any 
difpute or controverfy about religion or politics ; 
nor force any brother to eat, drink, or flay againft 
, his inclination •, nor do or fay any thing that may 

be 
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be offenfive, or hinder a free and innocent conver- 
lation j leaft he fhould break the good harmony, 
and defeat the laudable defigns and purpofes, of the 
ancient and honourable fraternity. 

And I honeftly recommend free-mafonry, as the 
moft lbvereign medicine to purge out the above, or 
luch other vices ; and regular lodges, as the only 
feminaries where men (in the moft pleafant and 
deareft manner) may hear, underftand, and learn 
their duty to God ; and alfo to their neighbours. 
And this without the multiplicity of fpiteful and 
malicious words, long arguments, or fierce de- 
bates > which have been made ufe of, among mif- 
taken mortals, upwards of a thoufand years paft : 
And inftead of uniting men in onefacred band (as 
the fervants of God, and brethren of the fame houf- 
hold) have divided them into as many different opi- 
nions, as there were (not only languages, but even) 
men at the confufion of Babel. 

As to the behaviour of the brethren when out of 
lodge, I hope the fhort fpace between each lodge- 
night will not admit of forgetfulnefs of the de- 
cency and good decorum obferved in the lodge, 
which may ferve them as an unerring rule for their 
behaviour and condudt in all other companies and 
places j and like the worfhipful difcreet mailer of a 
lodge, rule, govern, and inftrmft their families at 
home in the fear of God and love of their neigh- 
bours. 
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hours, while they themfelves imitate the member’s 
obedience, &c. in paying due relpedt to their lii- 
periors. 

These few hints may ferve to put the brethren 
in mind of the duty incumbent on them as free- 
mafons j and likewife, how to behave themfelves 
in fuch a manner as may be acceptable to God, 
agreeable to the principles of the craft, and much 
to their own honour : But for further fatisfadtion 
to my readers in general, I fhall here infertthe fe- 
veral old charges of free and accepted mafons. 


THE 
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CHARGE I. 

Concerning GOD Religion. 

MASON is obliged by his tenure to 
rat 4 5eS& obferve the moral law as a true Noa- 
jwwwwf chi da*; and ,if he rightly underftands 
§usJ%3.S& the craft,- he will never be a ftupid 
atheift nor an irreligious libertine, nor a£t againft 
confcience. 

In antient times, the chriftian mafons were 
charged to comply with the chriftian ufages of each 
country where they travelled or worked ; being 
found in all nations, even of divers religions. 

They are generally charged to adhere to that 
religion in which all men agree ^leaving each bro- 
ther 

* Sons of Noah, thefirft name of Free-Mafons. 
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ther to his own particular opinion; ) that is, to be 
good men and true, men- of honour and honefty, 
by whatever names, religions, or perfuafions they 
may be djftingukhed j for they all agree in the 
three great articles of Noah, enough to preferve the 
cement of the lodge. ■ - : ' 

Thus mafonry is ( the center of their union; and 
the happy, means of conciliating perfons that other- 
wife muft nave remained at a perpetual diftaiice. 

C H A k G B It 

Of the \Grv i l Magi st r ate, fupreirie 
ahch fubordinate. 


A MASON muff Bo^a peaceable fuBjedt, never 
^ to. be concerned in plots againft.the ftate, nor 
difrelpedtful to inferior magiftrates. Of old, kings, r 
princes,; aiidftates, eridouragec^ the fraternity for 
their loyalty, Whoever flourifhed moft in times of 
peace ; but though a brother is not to becounte-, 
lianCed in his rebellion againff the ftate, yet, if 
convidted 5 of no other crime, his relation to the 
lbdge remains indefeafible. 


E 


CHARGE 
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. * ■ ' * * ;g r\ i r" : ) : 

C H A ROE HI. 
Concerning a L O D G E. 

A Lodge is a place where mafons meet to - work: 
r* in ; herice the afferhbly, 6r organized body 
©f Free-Mafons, is called a lodge ; juft: as die 
word church is expreffive - both of the congrega- 
tion and the place of worfhip. 

Every brother {hould < |?elong to fome particu- 
lar lodge, and cannot he abfent without incurring 
cefifure, if not neceffarily detained. 

; THxdne^i:tSiade maforis' muft be free-born (or ; 
no bondmen,) of matimcLage, and of good report ; 
hail and found, not deformed or difmembered, at 
the time qf, their making j, but no woman, no 
Eunuch. . .. 

*■ , , j *■ ' 1 i "! fli ‘ •; ) ■ 

- Whr^ then of quality, eminence, wealth, and, 
learning,' ipply to be made, they are to be refpeft- 
fully accepted, after due examination ; for fitch, 
.often prove good lords (or founders) of work, and. 
will not “employ Cowans when true Mafons can, 
be had- ; they alfo make the beft officers of lodges, 
and' the bell defigners, to the honour and ftrength 
of the lodge ; nay, froni among them the frater- 
nity can have a noble Grand Master ; but 
thofk) brethren jre equally fijbjedt to the charges 
• and 
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and regulations, except in what more immediately 
<Joncerns operative mafens. 

CHARGE IV. 

Of Masters, Wardens, Fellows, and 
Apprentices. 

/V LL preferments "among matbns, is grounded 
upon real worth and perfonal merit only, not 
upon feniority. No matter thould take an appren- 
tice that is not the fon of honett parents, a perfect 
youth without maim or defeat in his body, and 
capable of learning the myfteries of the art 3 that 
fo the lords (or founders) may be well ferved, and 
the craft not defpifed 3 and that when of age and 
expert, he may become an entered apprentice, or 
a free-mafon of the lowed: degree 3 and upon his 
improvements, a fellow-craft and a matter-mafon, 
capable to undertake the lord’s work. 

The wardens are chofen from among the matter 
mafons, and no brother can be a matter of a lodge 
till he hag adted as warden fomewhere, except in 
extraordinary cafes, ur when a lodge is. to be form- 
ed, and none fuch to be had, for then three maf 
ter mafons, tho’ never matters nor wardens of 
lodges before, maybe conftituted matter and war- 
dens of that new lodge. 


. But 
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But no number, without three mafter-mafdns, 
can form a lodge j and none can be the Grand 
Matter, or a Grand Warden, who has not adted 
as the matter of a particul ar lodge, 

CHARGE V. 

Of the Management of the Craft in 
Working, 

A LL mafons fhould work hard and honeftly on 
^ working days, that they may live reputably 
and appear in a decent and becoming manner on 
holidays and likewife the working hours appoint- 
ed by law, or confirmed by cuftom, fhall be ob- 
j^rved. 

A mafter-mafon only mutt be the furveyor or 
matter of the, work, who (hall undertake the lord’s 
work reafonably, fhall truly difpend his goods as 
if they were his own, and fhall not give more wa- 
ges than juft, to any fellow or apprentice. 

The wardens fhall be true both to matter and 
fellows, taking care of all things both, within and 
without the lodge, efpecially in the matter’s ab- 
sence ; and their brethren fhall obey them. 

The matter and the mafons fhall faithfully 
finifh the lord’s work, whether task or journey j 
nor fhall they take the work at talk, which h^th 
been accuftomed to journey. 

•• None 

• *• 
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■ Noyc (fhall dhow envy a* £ brother's profperity; 
•nop/iipiflftnt him, nor ; put him out of his work, if 
.capable to ftnifh it. 

Aix raafons fhaH meekly receive their wages 
iwittbqut murmuring or mutiny, and not defert the 
xnafter till the lord’s work is finifhed j they muft 
■ayoid ill language, calling .each other brother or 
fellpw with much oourtefy, both within and with? 
out the lodge j they fhall inftrudt a younger bra* 
$jer -to become bright and expert, that the lord’s 
materials tnay not be fpoiied. 

I Jof free and accepted mafons fhall not allow 
pow.anis to work with them, nqr fhall they be em* 
picked by Cowans without an urgent neceffity ; 
and pyen in that cafe they muft not teach cowans, 
but muft bavp a feperate communication j no la* 
bourer fhall he employed in the proper work of 
Free-Mafons. 

CHARGE VI; 

Concerning - MASONS Behaviour. 

*. Behaviour in the lodge before clojing. ’ 

VTOU muft not hpld private committees, or fe« 
. par ate convention, without leave from the 
mailer $ nor talk of any thing impertinent, nor in- 
terrupt the mafter or warden, or apy other brother 
. ", ' • fpeaking 
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Speaking to the chair ; nor adt ludicroufly while 
die lodge is engaged in what is ferious and folemn; 
but you are to pay due reverence to the matter, 
wardens, and fellows, and put them to worfhip. 

Every brother found guilty of a fault, lhall 
ftand to the award of the lodge, unlefs he appeals 
to the grand lodge, or unlefs a lord’s work is re- 
tarded ; for then a particular reference may be 
made. 

, -No private piques, no quarrels about nations, 
families, religions, or politics, muft be brought 
within the doors of the lodge j for as mafons, we 
are of the oldeft 'Catholic Religion, before hinted j 
and of all nations upon the fquare, level, and 
plumb j and like our predeceflors in all ages, we 
are refolved againft political difputes, as contrary 
to the peace and welfare of the lodge. 

2. Behaviour after the lodge is clofed \ and the 
brethren , not gone. 

You may enjoy yourfelves with innocent mirth 
tjeating one another according to ability, but 
avoiding all excels j not forcing a brother to eat 
or drink beyond his own inclination (according to 
the old regulation of King Ahafuerus ), nor hinder 
him from going home when he pleafes j for tho* 
after lodge-hours you are like other men, yet the 
blame of your excefs may be thrown upon the fra- 
ternity, though unjuflly. v "v 

• 3 - Be ~ 
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3. Behaviour at meeting ’without fir angers, but 
not in a formed lodge. 

You are to falute one another as you have been, 
or {hall be, inftrudted j freely communicating hints 
of knowledge, but without difclpfing fecrets, un- 
lefs to thofe that have given long proof of their ta- 
citurnity and honour, and without derogating from 
the refpedt due to any brother, were he not a ma- 
lon ; for though all brothers and fellows, are upon 
the level, yet mafonry diverts no man of the ho- 
our that was due to him before he was made a 
mafon, or that (hall become his due afterwards; nay 
it rather adds to his refpedt,' teaching us to give ho-* 
nour to whom it is due, efpecially to a noble or 
eminent brother, whom we ftiould diftinguifti 
from all of his rank and ftation, and ferve him 
readily, according to our ability. 

4. Behaviour in the prefence of Jlr angers, riot 
Mafons. 

* t 

You muft be cautious in your words, carriage, 
and motions j fo that the moft penetrating {han- 
ger may not be able to difcover what is not proper 
to be intimated : And the impertinent or enfna- 
ring queftions, or ignorant difcourfe of ftrangers, 
muft be prudently managed by free* mafons. 
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5 . Behaviour at hotiie> dnd input 1 neighbour- 
hood. ■ 

M’asoMs Ought to be moral men, asabove char- 
ged ; confequently good hiisbifldsi goOd parents, 
good Ions, and good neighbours j hot (laying too 
fottg from home, and avoiding all ex'Oefs j‘ yet Wife 
taen too, for certain rdafohs known to thdm. 


6 . Behaviour toimrds a foreign bNther, or’ 
fit anger. 

You are cauiioufly to examine him, as prudence 
(hall diredt you, that you may not be impofed on’ 
by a pretender, whom you are to rejedt with deri- 
lion, and beware of giving him any hints y but if 
you difcover him to be true and faithful, you are L 
to refpedt him as a brother, and if in want you are ; 
to relieve him if you can, or d(e diredt him how 
he may be relieved : You niuft employ hint if you 
can, or elfe recommend him to be employed j but 
you are not charged to do beyond your ability. * 

7 . Behaviour behind a brother's back, as <well 
as before his face. 


Free and accepted mafons have ever been' 
charged to avoid all manner of flanderirig-and 
backbiting of true and faithful brethren, or talking 
difrefpedtfully of a brother’s performance or per- 
son 

y Google 
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fori," and all malice or unjuft refentment; nay, you 
muft not fuffer any others to reproach an honed: 
brother, but defend his character as far as isconliftent 
with honour, fafety and prudence; tho’ no further. 

C H A R G E VII. 
Concerning L. A W -* S U I T S; 

TF a brother do you injury, apply firft to your own 
A or his lodge, and if you are not fatisfied you 
may appeal to the Grand Lodge ; but you muft 
never take a legal fcourfe, till the caufe cannot be 
otherwife decided ; for if the affair is only be- 
tween mafons, and about mafonry, law-fuits ought 
to be prevented by the good advice of prudent bre- 
thren, who are the. beft referees of differences. 

But if that reference .is either impracticable or . 
unfuccefsful, and the affair muft be brought into 
the courts of law or equity ; yet ftill you muft avoid 
all wrath, malice, and rancour in carrying on the 
fuit j riot faying or doing any thing that may hin- . 
der the continuance or renewal of brotherly love 
and friend fhip, which is the glory and cement of 
this, ancient Fraternity ; that we may (hew to all 
the world the benign influence of mafonry, as all 
wife, true, and faithful brethren have done from 
the beginning of time, and will do till Architecture 
fhall be diffolved in the general conflagration. 
Amen 1 So mote it be ! 

,%* All tbefe charges you are to obferve , and alfo thofe 
that Jhall be given to you in a way that cannot be written. 

F AS H,OJt T 
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SHORT CHARGE 

To a new admitted 

M A S O N. 


Brother, 


FXX'^OU arc now admitted (by the unani- 
^ Y ^ mous Gqnfent of our lodge) a fellow of 
IblXXjnI out moll ancient and honourable lb- 
ciety ; ancient, as having fubfifted from time im- 
memorial y and honourable, as tending in every 
-particular, to render a man fo who will be but con- 
formable to its glorious Precepts : The greateft 
monarchsin all ages, as well of AJia and Africa 
as of Europe , have been eneouragers of the Royal 
Art j and many of them have prelided as Grand 
Masters oyer the mafons in their refpeftive Teri- 
ritories, not thinking it any leflening to their im- 
perial dignities, to level thepfelves with, their 
brethren in Mafonry, and to a<ft as they did, 

• The world’s great archite<9: is our Supreme 
Mafter i and the. Unerring Rule he has given us,. 
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is that by which We work j religious disputes are 
never fuffered wkhin the lodge, for as Mafons we 
©lily purfue the univerfal religion, or the religion 
of nature j this is the center which unites the mod 
different principles fn one facred band, and brings 
together thofe who were the trroft diftant from one 
another. 

\ There are three general heads of duty which 
Mafons ought always to inculcate, viz. to G O D, 
Our neighbour, and ourfelves ; to GOD, in never 
mentioning his Name but with that. reverential 
awe which a creature ought to bear to his Cre- 
ator, and to look upon him always as the Sum- 
mum Bonum which we came into the world to 
enjoy, and according to that view to regulate all 
our purfuits : to our neighbours, in ailing upon 
the fquare, or doing as we would be done by } to 
ourfelves, in avoiding . all intemperance and ex- 
cefles, whereby we may be rendered incapable of 
following our work, or led into behaviour unbe- 
coming our laudable profeffion, and always keep- 
ing within due bounds and free from all pollution. 

In the ftate, a'Maion is to behave as a peace- 
able and dutiful fubjeft, conforming chearfully to 
the government under which he lives. 

Me is to to pay a due deference to his fuperiors j 
and from his inferiors he is rather to receive ho- 
hour, with fome reluctance, than to extort it : He 
is to be a man of benevolence and charity, not fit- 
F 2 ting 
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ting down contented while his fellow creatures 
(but much more his brethren) are in want, when 
it is in his power (without prejudicing himfelf or 
family) to relieve them. 

In the lodge he is to behave with all due deco- 
rum, leaft the beauty and harmony thereof ffiould 
be difturbed or broke : He is to be obedient to the 
Master and the prodding officers, and to apply 
himfelf clofely to the bufinefs of mafonry, that he 
may the fooner become a proficient therein, both 
for his own credit and for that of the lodge. 

He is not to negledt his own neceflary Avoca- 
tions* for the fake of Mafonry, nor to involve him- 
felf in quarrels with thofe who through ignorance 
may fpeak evil of or ridicule it. 

He is to be a lover of the Arts and Sciences, 
and is to take all Opportunities to improve him- 
felf therein. 

If he recommends a friend to be made a Ma- 
fon, he muft vouch him to be fuch as he really 
believes will conform to the aforefaid duties, lead 
by his mifeondudt at any time, the lodge ffiould 
pais under fome evil imputations. 

Nothing 


\ 


* Here you are to underftand that a Mafon ought not to 
belong to a number of lodges at one time, nor run from lodge 
tp lodge $ or otherwife, after Mafons or Mafonry, whereby 
his bufinefs or family may be negle&ed; but yet every Mafon 
is fubjeft to all the bye-laws of his lodge, which he is ftridt- 
}y and conft^ntly to obey;— for the attendance and dues of 
ope lodge, never prejudice neither him nor his family. 
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Nothing can prove more (hocking to all 
faithful Mafons, then to fee any of their brethren 
profane or break through the facred Rules of their 
order j and fuch as can do it, they wilh had 
never been admitted. 


the. 
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the.; 

ANCIENT MANNER 

; of 

Conftituting a Lodge. 


New lodge, t for avoiding many irregula- 
^ A rities, fhouid be folemnly conftituted 
IsJli jf_x( by the Grand-Mafter, with his deputy 
and wardens ; or, in the Grand-Mafter’s abfence, 
the deputy adts fot his worfhip, the fenior grand- 
warden a§ deputy, the junior grand- warden as the 
fenior, and the prefent mafter of a lodge as the 
junior : Or if the deputy is alfo abfent, the grand- 
m after may depute either of his grand-wardens, 
who can appoint others to adt as grand-wardens, 
fro temfare. 

The lodge being opened, and the candidates or 
new mafter and wardens being yet among the fel- 
low-crafts, the grand-mafter (hall ask his deputy 
if be has examined them, and whether he finds 
die mafter well (killed in the noble fcience and the 


royal 
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royal art* and duly inftru&ed in our'myfteries, 
&c. the deputy anfwering in the affirmative, fhall 
(by the grand-mafter's order) take the candidate 
from among his fellows, and prefent him to the 
grand-mafter, faying, Right Worjhipful Grand 
Mafter, the brethren here , dejire to be Jormed into 
a regular lodge ; and I prefent my worthy brother 
A. Bj to be (inf ailed) their mafter, whom I know 
to be of good morals and great skill, true and trudy, 
and a lover of the whole fraternity, wberefoever 
difperfed over the face of the earth. 

Then the grand mafter placing the candidate 
on his left hand, and having afked and obtained 
the unanimous confent of the brethren, fhall fay 
(after fbme other ceremonies and expreflions that 
cannot be written) I confitute and form thefe good 
brethren into a new regular lodge, and appoint yon, 
brother A. B. the mafter of it, not doubting of your 
capacity and care to preferve the cement of '‘the 
lodge, &c. ' 

Upon this the deputy, or fbme other brother for 
him, fhall rehearfe the charge of a mafter ; and 
the grand mafter fhall ask the candidate, faying. 
Do you fubm.it to thefe charges as mafter s have done 
in all ages f And the new mafter fignifying his 
cordial fubmiffion thereto, the grand-mafter fhali 
by certain fignificant ceremonies and ancient ufa- 
ges, inftall him and prefent him with his warrant, 
the book of conftitutions, the lodge-book, and 
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inftruments of his office, one after another { and 
after each of them the grand-mafter, his deputy, or 
fome brother for him, fhall rehearfe the fhort and 
pithy charge that is fui table to the thing prefen t. 

Next, the members of this new lodge, bowing 
altogether to the grand-mafter, {hall return his 
worffiip their thanks (according to the cuftom of 
matters) and fhall immediately do homage to their 
new mailer, and (as faithful craftsmen) figftify 
their promife of fubjedtion and obedience to him 
by ufual congratulations. 

The deputy and grand wardens, and any other 
brethren that are not members of this new lodge, 
fhall next congratulate the new mafter, and he 
fhall return his becoming acknowledgments (asf 
mafter-mafons) firft to the grand-mafter and grand 
officers, and to the reft in their order. 

Then the grand-mafier orders the new mafter 
to- enter immediately upon the exercife of his office, 
and, calling forth his fenior warden^ a fellow-craft 
^(mafter-mafon) prefents him to the grand-mafter 
for his worfhip’s approbation, and to the new lodge 
for their confentj upon which the fenior or juni- 
or grand- warden, or fome brother for him, fhall 
rehearfe the charge of a warden, &c. of a private 
lodge ; and he, fignifying his cordial fubmiffion 
thereto, the new mafter fhall prefent him fingly 
with the feveral inftruments of his office, and, in 
. ancient 
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ancient manner and due form, inftal him in his 
proper place. 

In like Manner the new matter lhall call forth 
his junior warden, who lhall be a matter- mafon, 
and prefented (as above) to the junior grand- war- 
den, or fome other brother in his (lead, and lhall 
in the above' manner be inttalled in his proper 
Place j and the brethren of this new lodge lhall 
fignify their obedience to thefe new wardens, bv 
the uiual congratulations due to wardens. 

The Grand-Mafter then gives all the brethren 
joy of their matter and wardens, &c. and recom- 
mends harmony, &c. hoping their only contention. 
Will be a laudable emulation in cultivating the royal 
art, and the focial virtues. 

Then the grand-fecretary, or fome brother for 
him, (by the grand-matter’s order) in the name of 
the grand-lodge, declares and proclaims this new 
lodge duly conftituted No. , &c. 

Upon which all the new lodge together (after 
the cuftom of matters) return their hearty and fin- 
cere thanks for the honour of this cbnftitution. 

The grand-matter alfo orders tfie grand-fecretary 
to regifter this new lodge in the grand lodge-book, 
and to notify the lame to the other particular lodges j 
and, after feme other ancient cuttoms and demon- 
ftrations of joy and fatisfadlion, he orders the fenior 
grand- warden to clofe the lodge. 

G A 

4 
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A PRAT E R /aid at the Opening of the 
Lodge^ or makinga new Brother , &c. ufed 
by Jewifli Free-Ma/ons . 


Lord, excellent art thou in thy truth, and 
there is nothing great in comparifon to thee j 
for thine is the praife, from all the works of thy 
hands, for evermore. 

Enlighten us, we befeech thee, in the true 
knowledge ©f mafonry : By theforrows q£ Adam* 
thy firft made man j by the blood of Abel, thy holy 
One j by the righteoufncfs of Setb , in whom thou 
art, well pleafed j a*nd by th^ covenant with Noah, 
in vvhofe archite&ure thou was’t pleafed to fave the 
feed of thy beloved j number us not among thofe 
that know not thy ftatutes, nor the. divine myfte- 
ries of the fecret Cabala. 

But grant, we befeech thee, that, the ruler of 
this lodge may be endued with knowledge and 
vVifdom, tQ iqilrudl us and explain hi&feqret my#:e- 

1 ' . , ' . - ' . cies 


" * In the prefeee to the Mijhna, we J find this tradition of 
th e jews, explained follows : ' 

God not only delivered tl^law to Mofes on Mount Sinai T 
but the explanation of it like\vife : When Mofes came down 

' from 
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ties, as our holy brother Mofes * did (in his lodge) 
to Aaron, to Eleazar and lthamar , (the fons of 
‘ Aaron, and the feventy elders of Ifrael. 

And grant, that we may understand, learn, and 
keep all the Statutes and commandments of the 
Lord, and this holy myftery, pure and undefiled 
ilnto our lives end. Amen, Lord. 

from the mount, and entered into his tent, Aaron went to vifit 
him ; and Mofes acquainted Aaron with the laws he had re- 
ceived fro,m God, together with the explanation of them : 
After this Aaron placed himfelf at the right-hand of Mofes , 
and Eleazar and lthamar (the fons of Aaron) were admitted, 
to whom Mofes* repeated what he had juft before told to Aaron : 
Thefe being feated, the one on the right-h*/id» the other on 
the left-hand of Mofes ; the feventy elders of lfrael> who com- 
pofed the Sanhedrim, came in ; and Mofes again declared the 
dame laws to them* with the interpretations ofthem, as he had 
done before to Aaron and his fons. Laftly, all who pleafed 
of the cwmtm people wpreinvited to £nter f and Mojes in- 
ftru&ed them likewife in the fame manner as the reft : So that 
Aaron heatd four times what Mofes had been taught by God 
upon Mount Sinai 9 Eleazar and lthamar three times, the fe- 
vbnty elddri twice, and the people once. dofes afterwards 
reduced the laws fahich he had received into writing, but not 
the explanations of them; thefe he thought it fufficient to 
truft to the memories of the abovementioned perfons, who, 
tfeing perfe&ly inftrufted in them, delivered them to their 
children, and thefe again to theirs from age to age. 


c 2 


A Prayer 
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^ PRATER ufed among/} the primitive 
Chriftian M,a s o n s, - 

'T' H E might of the Father of heaven, and the 
' wifdom of his glorious Son, through the 
grace and goodnefs of the Holy Ghoft, being three 
perfons in one Godhead, be with us at our begin- 
ning, and give us grace lo to govern us here in our 
living, that we may come to his blifs that never 
lhall have end. Amen. 

Another Prayer , and that which is mojf} ge- 
neral at Making or Opening, 

TV/tOST holy and glorious Lord God, thou great 
architect of heaven and earth, who art the 
giver of all good gifts and graces, and haft promifed 
that where two or three are gathered together in 
, thy Name, thou wilt be in the midft jo.f them : 
In thy Name we aflemble and meet together, moft 
humbly befeeching thee to blefs us in all our un- 
dertakings, that we may know and ferve thee 
aright, that all our doings may tend tp thy glory 
and the ialvatioii of our fouls." , 

AND 
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Akd : we bcfeech thee, O Lord God, to blefe 
tilis ouf prefetft undertaking, and grant that this 
our hew brother may dedicate his life to thy fer- 
vice, atld be a true and faithful brother among us -: 
Endue him with a competency erf - thy- divine wis- 
dom, that he may* With the fecrets of free-mafon- 
ry, be able to unfold the myfteries of godlinefs and 
Chriftiartity. This we moft humbly beg, in the 
Name* and for the fake, of Jesus Christ ode 
Xordand Saviour. Amen. . : 

r , ; D t: •. • > 

••*•*••*«••*»#**•*«#«•*»**«*#•»••»**#• 

• r. • f . ' . - , 

. ■ . ' ■!;:*-• ; ~ , 1.'. "J ' " . : . * 

• A S A B A T H O L A M, i 

A Prayer repeated in the Royal Arch 
o , Lodge at Jcrufalem. 

rp HOU haft loved us* O Lordour God, with 
*■* eternal Love j thou haft fpared us with great 
and exceeding patience, our Father and our King, 
for thy great Name’s fake, and for our Father’s 
fake who trufted in thee, to whom thou didft teach 
the ftatutes of life, that they might do after the 
ftatutes of thy good pleafure with a perfedt heart : 
So be thou merciful unto us, O our father, merci*. 
ful Father, that fheweth mercy, have mercy upon , 
us we befeech thee, and put underftanding into 
our hearts, that we may underftand, be wife, hear,. 

learn, 

* See Dr. Woototiy on the Mijhna * 
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: learn, teach, keep, do, and perform all/ the words 
of the dobtrine of thy law in love, and enlighten 
our eyes in thy commandments, and eaufeour 
■hearts to cleave to thy law, . and unite them, in the 
love and fear of thy Name.} we wiU not. be a- 
ihamed, nor confounded, npr ftnnatfle* lor ever 
<and ever. ..... , 

. Because wehavetruftedin thy hqjl,V* Great 
jMlGHiTY 5nd;TEltRiBLE NAME, tve waUrejoice 
and be glad in thy faction* and intby.r mercies, 

0 lord our God } and the multitude of thy mer- 
/ (pies, fhall .not forfakcusfor ever : Sodafe# And 

now make hafte and bring upon us a blefiing, and 
peaa^from therfcur cortjeryof the «ai|5 :Jfpr thou 
art a God that worked falvation, and has chofeii 

r , ? • * ' . , 

t -hs out Of every people and language ; and thou, 
our king, has:;caufed u 6 to cleave to thy great 
NAME, in love to praife thee and to* be united to 
thee, and to love thy name : bleflfed art thevi, 0 
JLord God, tvho haft dhofen thy People Tfrael in 
love.. ■ • •' ■ 

* » » ’ . • 

*1’ TAVING 'inserted this prayer, and mentioned 
. that part of Mafonry commonly called the 
lioyal Arch (which I firmly believe to; be the 
root, heart, hnd marrow of mafonry) I cannot 
forbear giving a hint of a certain evil defigner, whq 
has m^ade a trade thereof for fome time paft,and has 

1 * * drawn 
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dram in a number ©fworthy, honeft men, and' 
made them believe that lie and his affiftants truly’ 
taught them all and every part of the abovementi- 1 
oned bfarich of mafonry, which they (bon com- 1 
immieated to the worthy brethren of their acquaih-* 
tance, without being able to form any fort of* 
judgment whereby they might diltinguilh truth 
from falfhood, and cohfequently could not difcerra 
the impofition j but, as the wife Seneca jufify ob-' 
ferves, it fares with us in human life as in a rout- ' 
ed army, one Humbles firft and then another falls 
upon him j and fo dfeyfollow, one upon the neck 
of another, till the whole field comes to be but one 
heap of mifcarriages. This is die cafe of all thofe ’ 
who think themfelves Royuf AfcchMafons, without 
paffing the chair regular form, according to the 
ancient euftom of the craft : To this I will add the 


opinion of our worlhipful brother Doctor FificlS x 
D’AJpgney, printed in the Year 1744. *• Some r 

<f of the fraternity (fays he) have exprelfed an un- 
“ eafinefs at this matter being kept afecretfromr 
“ them (fince they had already palled through- the 
* c ufual degrees of probation) I cannot help being 
“ of opinion, that they have no right to any Ibch 
“ benefit until they make a proper application, 
** and are received with due formality ; And as it is 
“ an organized body of wen who have palled the 
“ chair, apd given undeniable proofs qf their foil! 
architecture, it cannot be treated with too 
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“ much reverence j, and more eljjqcially imce the 
** charadtersof the preferit menders of that par tir 
cular lodge are untainted, apd their behaviour 
“ judicious and unexceptionable: So that there 
*1 cannot be the leaft hinge to hang a Doubt on, 

“ but that they are moft excellent malons.’’ 

The refpe& I have for die, very name, of free- 
mafon, is fufEcient to make me conceal the name 
of the perfon here pointed at j and, inltead of ex- 
pofing him, or ftigmatizing him with a name he 
juftly deferves, I earneftly wifh that God may guide 
him back, out of his prefent labyrinth of darknefs, 
to the true light of mafonry j which is, truth, 
charity, and juftice. 

. I make no manner of doubt, but that this will 
reach the hands of the perfon aimed at ; and as my 
ifttentipn is rather to reform than ctffend, i hope he 
will anfwer my expectation, in laying afide fuch 
evils as may bring difhonour to the craft and him- 
felf j and I allure him {upon the honour of a ma- . 
fon) I have no evil defign agajnft -him, '.no more 
than Hejiod had againft his brother Perfes, when 
he wrote the following advice. ; 

" O Perfes, foolifh Perfes, boy/ thine ear„ ' . 

' To the good counfelfc of a fool fincere ; ' 

To wickednefs the road is tjuickly found, J • 

*- Short is the way and on an eafy ground j \ 

<■ U - - - • ••• Ttit ■ 
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The paths of virtue muft be reach’d by toil. 
Arduous and long arid on a rugged foil ; 

Thprny the gate, but when' the top you gain. 
Fair is the future and the prolpe# plain : 

Far does the man all other men excel. 

Who from his wifdom thinks in all things well} 
Wifely confidering to hjtfifejf a Friend, 

All for the prefent beft and for the end : 

Nor is the man without his lhare of jpraife, 

"Who well the. dictates of the wife obeys •, 

But he that is not wife himfelf, nor can 
Hearken to wifdom, is a ufelefs man. 
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THE 

GENERAL REGULATIONS 


O F T H E 

Free and Accepted 

M A SON S. 


Old Regulations. 

!• grand-mafter 

or deputy ha? 

' full authority 
and right, not only to be 
prefent, but alfo to prefide 
in every lodge with the 
m after. of the lodge on 


• New Regulations. 

I. hat is only 
when the 
grand- war- 
dens are abfent, for 
the grand-mafter can- 
not deprive them of 
their office without 
ffiewing 

Digitized by Google 


/ 


A H I M AN REZON. 5 i 
Old Regulations. New Regulations. 

his left-hand j and to or- (hewing caufe, fairly 
der his grand- wardens to appearing to the grand- 
attend him, who are not lodge, according to the 
to adt as wardens of par- old regulation, XVIII : 
ticular lodges, but in his So that if they are pre- 
prefence, and at his com- fent in a particular lodge 
mand j for the grand- with the grand-mafter, 
•mailer, while in a parti- they mull adt as war- 
cular lodge, may com- dens there, 
mand the wardens of 

that lodge, or any other Some grand-lodges 
mafter-mafons, to adt as have ordered that none 
• his wardens, pro tern- butthegrand-mafler,his 
pore. . deputy, andwardens(who 

are the only grand Offi- 
cers). Ihould wear their 
jewels in gold, pendant, 

- to blue * ribbonds about 

their necks, and white 
leather aprons with blue 
filkj which fort of aprons 
may allb be worn by for- 
mer grand officers. 

II. The II. It 

* I fhall at all times be conformable, and pay due r'efpedt to 
every right worihipful grand lodge of regular free-mafons, and 
am well aflured that grand officers only ihould be diftingniihed 
by gold jewels, and them according to their proper order; but at 
the fame time I am certain, that every member of the grand lodge 
has an undoubted right to wear purple, blue, white, or crimfon. 
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Old Regulations. New Regulation* 

II. The M after of a II. It was agreed, that 
particular Lodge, has if the mailer of a parti- 
the right and authority lar lodge is depofed, or 
of congregating the detpits, the feirior war- 
members of his lodge deh (hall forthwith fill the 
into a chapter, upon mafter’s chair- till the neat 
.any emergency or oc- time of choofing, and ever 
ourrence, as well as fince in the mafter’s ab- 
to appoint the time fence he fills the chair, 
and place of their ufual even though a < former 
donning ; and in Cafe mafter be prefent/te&cept 
of death or ficknefc, he has a mind to honour 
or neccflary abfence of a more ikilful paft-maf- 
cthe mafter, the fenior ter. 

-warden ihall adt as 
mafter, fro tempore, if 
Ho brother is prefent 
who has* been mafter 
of. that lodge before; 
for the abfent mafter’s 
authority reverts to the 
laft mafter prefent, 
though he cannot adt 
till the fenior warden 
congregates the lodge. 

lit: The mafter of III. If a particular lodge 
each particular lodge, remove to a new place for 
or one of the wardens, their ftated meeting, the 

or officers 

.oogle 
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Old Regulations. . 
or feme other brother 
by appointment; of 
the mailer, fhall keep 
' a book containing, their 
bye-laws, the names 
of their members, and 
-a lift of all the lodges 
in town, with the ufual 
times and places 'of 
their forming, and alfo 
thetranfaCtions of their 
own lodge, that are 
proper to be written. 

IV. No lodge fhall 

make more than five 
new brothers at one 
and the fame time, ~ 
without an urgent 
neceffity j nor any 
man under the age 
of twenty- five years, 
(who muft alfo be 
his own matter) un- 
lefs by a difpenfation 
from the grand-maf- . 
ter. *' 

V. No man can.be 
accepted a member of 
a particular lodge, 

without 


New ’Regulations. 
officers fhall immediately 
fignify the fame to the 
grand fecretary, and their 
reafbn for removing. . 

The precedency of 
lodges is grounded on the 
feniority of the conftitu- 
tion. 


IV. No brother fhall 
belong to more than one 
lodge within the bills of 
mortality (though he may 
vifit them all) except the 
members or a foreign 
lodge. 

But this regulation is neg- 
lected for feveral Reafbns, 
and is now obfolete. 


V. The grand fecre- 
tary can direCt the petitio- 
ners in the form'of a dif- 
r ■ , F 11 - 
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Old Regulations. New Regulations. 

without previous notice one penfation, if wanted; 
month before given to the but if they know the 
lodge, in order to make candidate, they do not 
due inquiry into the repu- require a difpenlation. 
tation and capacity of the 


candidate, finlefs by a dif- 
penfation. 

VI. But no man can 
be entered a brother in 
any particular lodge, or 
admitted a member 
thereof, without theu- 
nanimous confent of all 
the members of that 
lodge then prefent,when 
the candidate is propo- 
fed, and when their 
confent is formally a£- 
ked by the mafter, they 
are to give their confent 
in their own prudent 
way ; either virtually, or 
in form ; but with unan- 
imity : Nor is this in- 
herent privilege fubjedt 
to a difpenfation, be- 
caufe the members of a 
particular 


VI. No vifitor, how- 
ever ikilled in mafonry, 
Ihall be admitted into 
a lodge, unlefs he is 
perlonally known tbo, 
or well vouched and 
recommended by one of 
that lodge then prefent. 

But it was found in- 
convenient to irifift upon 
unanimity in feveral 
cafes, and therefore the 
grapd matters have al- 
lowed the lodges to ad- 
mit a member if there 
are not above three bal- 
lots againft him ; though 
fome lodges defire no 
fuch allowance. 

I lhall not mention 
the 
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Old Regulations . 
particular lodge are the 
bed judges of it; and 
becaufe, if a turbulent 
member fhould be im- 
pofedonthem, it might 
ipoil their harmony or 
hinder the freedom of 
their communication, or 
even break or difperfe 
the lodge, which ought 
to be avoided by all that 
are true and faithful. 

VII. Every new bro- 
ther, at his entry, is de- 
cently to cloath the 
lodge, that is, all the 
brethren prefent, and to 
depofite fomething for 
die relief of the indigent 
and decayed brethren, 
as the candidate fhall 
think fit to beftow, over 
and above the fmall 
allowance that may be 
dated in the bye-laws 
of that particular lodge, 
which 
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New Regulations. 
the caufe of the above 
new regulation being 
made, but certain it is 
that real Free Mafons 
have no occafion for any 
fiich regulation, they 
being able to diftinguiih 
a true brother, let his 
country or language be 
ever fo remote or obfcure 
to us ; nor is it in the 
power of falfe pretenders 
to deceive us. 

VII. See this explain’d 
in the account of the 
conftitution of the gene- 
ral charity j only parti- 
cular lodges are not li- 
mited, but may take 
their own method for 
charity. 


VIII. Every 
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which charity fhall be 
be kept by the cashier 5 
alfo the candidate {hall 
folemnly promife to 
fubmit to the confti- 
tutions, and other good 
ufages, that (hall be in- 
timated to him, in time 
and place convenient. 


VIII. No fet or numb- 
er of brethren {hall with- N 
draw or feparate them- 
felves from the lodge in 
which they were made, 
or were afterwards ad-, 
mitted members, unlefs 
the lodge become too nu- 
merous nor even then, 
without a difpenfation 
from the Grand matter 
or deputy j and when 
thusfeparated, they muft 
either immediately join 
themfelves to fuch other 
lodges that they {hall 
like beft (who are wil- 
ling to receive them,) or 
elfe 


VIII. JjSveiy brother 
concerned in making 
mafons clandeftinely, 
(hall not be allowed to - 
vifit any lodge till he 
has made, due Submif-: 
lion, even tho’ the bro- 
ther ifo admitted may 
be allowed. . 

None who make a> 
dated lodge without the 
grand-mafter’s warrant 
(hall be admitted into, 
regular lodges, till they 
make due fuhmiffion 
and obtaift; grace. 

If any brethren form a: 
lodge without leave,andL 
' {hall 
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die obtain the Grand- 
putter’ 6 warrant to join 
in forming a new lodge, 
to be regularly conftitu- 
ted in good time. 

If any Set or num- 
ber of mafoos, Ihall take 
upon tbemfelves to form 
a lodge without the 
Grand Matters warrant, 
the regular lodges are 
not to countenance 
them, nor own them as 
fair brethren duly form- 
ed, nor approve of their 
a£ts and deeds } but 
mutt treat them as re- 
bels, until they humble 
therofelves as the grand 
matter ihall in his pru- 
dence dire&, and until 
he approve of them by 
his warrant fignificd to 
the other lodges, as the 
cuftom is when a new 
lodge is to be regiftered 
in the Grand lodge- 
book. 

I 
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{hall irregularly make 
(that is without the 
grand-matter’s warrant) 
new brothers, they {hall 
' not be admitted into 
any regular lodge, no 
not as vifitors, till they 
render a good reafon,or 
make due fubmiflion. 

If any lodge within 
the limits of the city of 
London , ceafe to meet 
regularly during twelve 
months fucceffive, and 
not keep up to the rules 
and orders of the grand 
lodge, its number and 
place {hall be erafed and f 
difcontinued in the grand 
lodge-books j and if they 
petition to be inferted or 
owned as a regular lodge 
it mutt lofe its former 
place and rank of pre- 
cedency, and fubmit to 
a new conttitution. 

Seeing that fome ex- 
traneous brothers have 
been lately made in a 
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clandestine manner; that 
is, in no regular lodge, 
nor by any authority or 
difpenfation from the 
grand-mafter, and upon 
fmall and unworthy con - 
liderations, to the disho- 
nour of the craft. 

The grand lodge de- 
creed, that no Perfon So 
made, nor any concern- 
ed in making him, Shall 
be a grand officer, nor 
an officer of any parti- 
cular lodge ; nor Shall 
any fuch partake of the 
general charity, if they 
Should come to want it. 

IX. But if any brother IX. Whereas feveral 
fo far miSbeHave him- difputes have arifen a- 
felf, as to render his bout the removal of lod- 
lodge uneafy, he Shall gesfrom one houSe to 
be thrice duly admo- another, and it has been- 
niShed by the mailer queftioned in whom that 
arid wardens in that power is inverted, it is 
lodge formed; and if hdreby declared, 7 hat no. 
he will not refrain his lodge be .removed 'without ■ 
imprudence, nor obedi- the mailer s knowledge , 
cntly that 
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ently fubmit to the ad- 
vice of his brethren, he 
fhall be dealt with ac- 
cording to the 1 bye-law's 
of that particular lodge; 
or elfe in fuch a man- 
ner as the grand lodge 
fhall in their great pru- 
dence think fit, for 
which a new Regula- 
tion may be afterwards 
made 


X. The 
1 


New Regulation, 
that no motion be made for 
removing in the majlers 
abfence , . and that if the 
motion be feconded , or 
thirded, the Majler fall 
order Summon' s to every 
individual member, fpeci- 
fying the bufmejs , and 
appointing a Day for 
hearing and determining 
the Affair, at leajl ten 
Days before , and the de- 
termination jhall be made 
by the majority ; but if 
he be of the Minori- 
ty againjl removing ; the 
lodge fall not be remo- 
ved, unlefs the majority 
conffls of full two thirds 
of the member's prefent. 

But if the matter re- 
fufe to direct fuch Sutn- 
mon’s, either of the 
Wardens mav do it : 

y * 

and if the matter neg- 
ledls to attend on the 
day fixed, the warden 
may 

2 ' 
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may prefide in deter- 
rraning die affair in the 
manner preferibed j bat 
they {hall not, in the 
mafters’s abfence, enter 
upon any other caufe 
but what is particularly 
■ mentioned in the fame 

fummons. 

■ And if the lodge is 

thus regularly ordered 
to be removed, the 
mafter or warden (hall s 
fend notice to the fe- 
cretrary of the grand 
lodge, for the publifh- 
ing the fame at the next 
grand lodge, 

X. The majority of X. Upon a fudden 
every particular lodge, emergency, the grand 
when congregated (not lodge has allowed a 
elfe) ffiall have privilege private brother to be 
of giving inftrudions to prefent, and, with leave 
their mafter and wardens afked and given, to fig- 
before the meeting of nify his mind if it was 
the grand chapter, be- about what concerned 
caufe the faid officers mafonry. 
are thejr reprefentatives 

and XI. The 
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and are fuppofed tofpeak 
the fentiriierits 6^ their 
brethren at the faid 
grand lodge. 

XI. All particular 3 tl. The fame ufages 

lodges ate to obferve the for fubftarice are adhi* 
like ufages as much as ally obfcrved in every 
poffible j ih order to regular lodge (of real 
whichi and alfo for cul- free and accepted ma* 
tivating a good under- fons) which is much 
(banding among Free- owing to vifiting bre- 
Mafons, fome mend- . thren, who compare the 
bers of every lodge (hall ufages. 
be deputed to vifit other 
lodges, as often as (hall 
be thought convenient^ 


XU. The grand lodge 
confifts of, arid is form-* 
ed by, the mallets and 
wardens of all the par- 
ticular lodges upon re- 
cord, with the grand- 
mafter at their head, the 
deputy on his left-hand, 
arid the grand-wardens 
in their places, 
a Thefe 


XII. No new lodge is 
owned, nor, their officers 
admitted, into the grand 
lodge, unleft it be regu- 
larly conftituted and re- 
giftered. 

All who have been 
or (hall be grand mas- 
ters, (hall be members 
of and vote in all grand 
lodges 
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Thefe mull have lodges, 
their quarterly commu- All who have been or 
nications, or monthly Ihall be deputy grand 
meetings and adjourn- mailers, Ihall be mem- 
ments, as often as occa- bers of and vote in all 
iion requires, in fome grand lodges, 
convenient- ; place, as the , All who have been 
grand-mafler Ihall ap- or Ihall be grand war- 
point, wherte none (hall dens, lhall be members 
be prefent, but its own of and vote in all grand 
proper members, with- lodges. - 
outileave alked and gi- .• Mailers or wardens 
ven ; and while fuch a of particular lodges, 
llranger (though, a bro* Khali never attend the 
ther) days, he is not grand lodge . without 
allowed to vote, nor their jewels, . except up- 
even to fpeak to any on giving good and fuf- 
quellion, without leave ficient reafons. 
of the ‘ grand lodge, or |f ahy officer of a par- 
unlefs he is delired to ticular lodge cannot at- 
give his opinion. tend, he may lend a bro- 

All matters in the ther (that has been in 
grand lodge are deter* that or a higher office 
mined by a majority of before) With his jewel 
vote*, each member and cloathing, to fupply 
having one vote, and his room and fupport 
and the grand-mailer the honour of his lodge, 
two votes, unlefs the 

• grand XIII. What 

b nt 
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grand lodge leave any 
particular thing to the 
determination of the 
grand- mailer, for the 
fake of expedition. 

XIII. At the grand 
lodge meeting, all mat- 
ters that concern the 
fraternity in general or 
particular lodges, or 
fingle brothers are fe- 
dately and maturely to 
be difcourfed of. 

1. Apprentices mull 
be admitted fellowcrafts 
and mailers only here, 
unlefs by a difpenfation 
from the grand^mafler. 

2. Here alfo all dif- 
ferences that cannot be 
made up, or accommo- 
dated privately, nor by 
a particular lodge, are to 
be lerioufly conlidered 
and decided ; and if any 
brother thinks himfelf 
aggrieved by the decili- 

on 
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XIII. What bulinels 
cannot be tranla£led at 
one lodge, may be 
referred to the commit- 
tee of charity, and by 
them reported to the 
next grand lodge. 

The mailer of a lodge 
with his wardens and a 
competent number of 
the lodge alTembled in 
due form, . can make 
mailers and fellows at 
difcretion. 

It was agreed in the 
grand lodge, that no pe- 
titions or appeals lhall 
be heard cn the annual 
grand lodge or feallday j 
nor lhall any bulinels 
be tranfa&ed that tends 
to interrupt the harmo- 
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on, he may appeal to nyofthe affembly, but 
the grand lodge next all (ball be referred to 
enfuing, and leave his the next grand lodge, 
appeal in writing with fir jftew^rds lodge, 
the grand matter, the 
deputy or grand war- 
dens. 

Hither alfo all the 
officers of particular 
lodges, lhall bring a lift 
of fuch members as have 
been made, or even ad- 
mitted by them fince the ' 
laft grand lodge. 

4. There (hall be * 

books kept by the grand 
matter or deputy, or 
rather by fome other 
brother appointed fecre- 
tary of the grand lodge, 
wherein £hall be record- 
ed all the lodges, with 
the ufual times and pla- 
ces of their forming, and 
the names of. all the 
members of each lodge j 
alfo all the affairs of the 


proper 
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grand lodge that are . t 

proper to be written. ’> 

5. The grand lodge 
(hall confider of the 

xnoft prudent and effec- . 

tual means of collecting , ; : . , 

and difpofing of what 
money (hall be lodged 
with them on charity, 

towards the relief only ; 

of any true brother fal- ( 
len into poverty and de- . . . . ; 

cay, but none elfe. 

6. But each particular * 
lodge may difpofe of 

their own charity for , 

poor brothers, accord- ; * 

ing to their own bye- 
laws, untill it be agreed 
by all the lodges (in a . 
new regulation*) to 
carry in the charity col- 
lected by them, to the 
grand lodge at their 
quarterly or annual 

com- . Another 

k 

j 

* Ssaddrexplabed in the regalatfoft for charity, 
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communication, in or- 
der to make a common 
flock for the more 
handfome relief of poor 
brethren. 

7. They fliall appoint 
a treafurer, a brother of 
worldly fubftance, who 
{hall be a member of 
the grand lodge by vir- 
tue of his office, and 
fliall be always prefent 
and have power to move 
to the grand lodge any 
thing that concerns his 
office. 


New Regulations,; 



8. To him fliall be 
committed all money 
raifed for the general 
charity, or for any other 
ufe of the grand lodge, 
which he fliall write 
down in a book, with 
the refpedtive ends and 
ufes for which the fe- 
Veksfitl ms are intended, 
and fliall expend or dif- 
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burfe the fame by fuch J r 

a certain order iigned, as . . j 

the grand lodge fhall 
hereafter agree to in a , 

new'regulation. - t ; . 

But by virtue of his 
office, as treafurer, with- - ' 
out any other qualifica- : 

tion, he fhall not vote in :• 1 1 / 

choofing a .new grand. • # . £ 

mafter and grand- war- 

dens, tho’ in every other ; . 1 

tranfadtion. . . 

•9. Irt like manher • . ■, 

the fec'retary fhall be at 
member, of. the 'grand' -- ‘ 1 - 

lodge, by virtue: of hist ' • • ’ 

office, and fhall vote ifr > 

every things except" in A - 
choofing grand officers.’ , • 

10. The treafurer and . = 

fecretary may have each " ' ‘ * 1:jl - ■ 

a clerk or affiftant if A- W:J,: ~ 

they think fit, 1 who muft ’ ' 

be a brother and a maf- A- 

ter-mafbn, but muftne- ' ; 

ver be a member of the * * 

grand lodge, nor fpeak * ' ' 

without ‘ Another 
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without being allowed 
or commanded. 

11. The grand m af- 
ter or deputy, have au- 
thority always to com- 
mand the treafurer and 
fecretary to attend him, 
with their clerks and 
books, in order to lee 
how matters go on, and 
to know what is expedi- 
ent to be done , upon 
any emergency. 

12. Another brother 
and, mafter mafon 
(hould be appointed the 
tyler, to look after the 
door ; but he muft be 
no member of the grand 
lodge. 

13. But thefe offices 
may be further explain- 
ed by a new regulation, 
when the neceffity or 
expediency of them may 
more appear than at 
prefent to the fraternity. 

XIV. If 


New Regulations* 


Another brother (and 
mafter mafon is appoint- 
ed purfuivant and Ha- 
tton ’d atthe inward door 
of the grand lodge j his 
bufineft is to report the 
names and titles of all 
that wants Admittance, 
and to go upon meffa- 
ges, &c. but he is not a 
member of the grand- 
lodge, nor allowed to 
Ipeak without orders. 


XIV. In 
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XIY. If at any grand 
lodge, Hated or occ ali- 
en al, monthly or annu- 
al, the grand mailer and 
deputy Ihould both be 
abfent, then die prefen 
mailer df a lodge that 
has been kmgeft a free, 
malbn, lhall take the 
chair and prefide as 
Grand Mailer, fro tern . 
pore y and lhall be veiled 
with all the honour and 
power for the time be- 
ing, provided there is no 
brother prefent that has 
been grand-mailer or 
deputy formerly ; for 
the laft former grand- 
mailer or deputy in 
company, takes place of 
right in the abfence of 
die grand mailer or de- 
puty. 


R E Z ON. 69 

New Regulations. 

XIV. In the firft edi- 
tion thp right of grand 
wardens was omitted in 
this regulation, and it has 
been lince found that 
the old lodges never put 
into the chair the mailer 
of a particular lodge,but 
when there was no 
grand warden in com- 
pany, prefent nor form- 
er j and that in fuch a 
cafe, a grand officer al- 
ways took place of any 
mailer of a lodge that 
has not been a grand of- 
ficer. 

Therefore, in cafe of 
the abfence of all grand- 
mailers anddeputies, the 
prefent fenior grand- 
warden fills the chair; 
and in his abfence, the 
junior grand - warden ; 
and in his abfence, the 
oldell former grand- 


XV. In 


warden in company ; 
*nd if no former grand 
officer 
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be found, then the old- 
eft free-mafon who is 
now the mafter of a 
lodge. 

, But to avoid difputes, 

the grand-mafter ufually 
gives a particular com- 
miffion, uilder his hand 
and feal of office coun- 
ter, figned £y the grand 
Secretary, to the fenior 
grand warden, or in his 
abfence to the junior, to 
adt as deputy grand 
mafter, when the depu- 
ty is not in town. 

XV. In the grand XV. Soon after the 
lodge none can adt as firft edition of the book 
wardens but the prefent of conftitutions, the 
grand wardens, if in grand lodge finding it 
company ; and if abfent was always the ancient 
the grand mafter ffiall ufage that the oldeftf 
order private wardens former grand wardens 
to adt as grand wardens, fupplied the places of 
fro tempore, whofe pla- thofe of the year when 
ces are to be fupplied by abfent, the grand-maf- 
two fellow-crafts, or ters ever fince has or- 

mafter ^ dered 
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mafter mafons of the 
fame lodge, called forth 
to ad, or lent thither by 
the mafter thereof j or 
if by him omitted, the 
grand mafter, or he that 
prefides, (hall call them 
forth to ad ; fo that the 
grand lodge may be 
always compleat. . 


New Regulations. 
dered them to take place 
immediately, and ad as', 
grand wardens, pro tem- 
pore , which they always 
do in the abfence of the 
grand wardens for the 
year, except when they 
have waved their privi- 
lege for that time, to 
honour fome brother 
whom they thought 
more fit for the prefent 
fervice. 

But if no former 
grand-wardens are in 
company, the grand- 
mafter, or he that pre- 
fides,, calls forth whom 
he pleafes, to ad grand- 
wardens, pro tempore . 


XVI. 1. The grand- 
wardens, or any others> 
are firft to advife with 
the deputy about the af- 
fairs of the lodges of 
private fingle brothers, 
and are noi to apply to 
the 


XVI,. 1. This was in- 
tended for the eafe of 
the grand mafter, and 
for the honour of the 
deputy. 
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Ac grand m after with- 
out the knowledge 
the deputy* unlefs he 
refufe his concurrence. 

2. In which cafe, or 
in cafe of any difference- 
of fentitoent between the 
deputy and grand* 
wardens, or other bro- 
thers, both parties are 
to go to the grand-maf- 
ter by.confent j who, 
by virtue of his great 
authority and power 
can eafily decide the 
controversy, and make 
up the difference. 

3. The grand mafter 
Should not receive any 
private, intimations of 
bufinefs concerning ma- 
fons and mafonry, hut 
from his deputy firft, 
except in fuch cafes as 
his worfhip can eafily 
judge of : and if the 
application to the grand 

; mafter 


New Regulations. 


2., No fuch cafe haa 
happened in our time, 
and all grand maftera 
govern more by lovo 
than power. 


- 3. No irregular appli- 

cations have been made 
( in our time } to the 
grand mafter. 


XVII. Old 
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matter be irregular, his * - • ' ; 

worlhip can order the • 

grand-wardens, or any • 

fo applying, to wait 
upon the deputy, who 
is fpeedily to prepare 
the bufinefs, and lay it 
orderly before his wor- 
lhip. 


XVII. No Grand- 
matter, deputy grand- 
matter, grand warden, 
treafurer, or fecretary, 
or whoever a<tts for 
them, or in their ftead, 
pro tempore , can at the 
fame dine adl . as the 
matter or warden of a ; 
particular lodge ; but as^ 
loon as any of them has 
difcharged his publick 
office, he returns to that 
poft or ftation in his par- 
ticular lodge, from, 
which he was called to 
«£&ate. 

XVIII. I. If 


: XVIL Old grand 
officers, are now fome 
of them officers of par- 
ticul ar lodges, but are 
not deprived of their 
privilege -in the grand 
lodge, to lit and vote 
there as old grand offi- 
cers} only he deputes a 
paft officer of his parti- * 
cular lodge to a<tt, pro 
tempore , as the officer-' 
of that lodge, at the 
grand lodges 


XVIII.' j. Th$ 
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XVIII. I.' If the de- 
puty be fick, or necefla- 
rily abfent, the grand- 
mafter can chufe any 
brother he pleafes to adt 
as his deputy, pro tem- 
pore. . 

2. But he that is cho- 
fen deputy at the inftal- 
ipent, and atfo the grand 
wardens, cannot be dif- 


New Regulations. 

XVIII. i. Tbefenior 
grand wardep now, ever 
fupplies the deputy’s 
place j the junior adt* 
'as the fenior j the oldefl 
former grand warden, 
as the junior j alfo the, 
old eft mafon, as above. 

’2. This was never 
done in our time. See 
ntw regulation I. 


chargedj unlefs the caufe 
fairly appear to the 
grand lodge. 

3. For the grand- 
pa after, he is upeafy, 
may cash argfand-dodgcw 
cyi purppfe. to lay die 
caufe. before, tbem y for; 
t^eir advice and. . con* 
aynencei ‘ . s •. 


, 3 . Should this cafe 
ewer happen » the grand 
mailer appoints his de- 
puty, and the grand' 
ledge the other grand 
oftaeers. 


c And if<d^ members 
of the grand.lpdge.x:an>- 
not reconcile the grand- 
mafter with his deputy c 
or wardens, they are to 
Allow the gfand mafter y - 
to J XIX. The 
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to discharge his deputy 
or wardens, and to 
choofe another deputy 
immediately, and the 
feme grand lodge, in 
that cafe, fhall forth- 
with choofe other grand 
wardens, fo that harmo- 
ny and peace thay be 
pteferved. 

XIX. if the grand* 
mafter fhould abule his 
grfeat power, and render 
himfelf unworthy of the 
obediehce and fubmiffi- 
Oti 6f tHe lodges, he fhall 
be treated in a way and 
manner to be agreed 
upon in a new regulati- 
on : becaufc hitherto 
the ancient fraternity 
have had no occafion 
for it. 

XX. The grand- 
tnaftcr, with his depu- 
ty, grand-wardens, and 

fe- 
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XIX. The Free-Ma- 
fons firmly hope, that 
there never will be any 
occafion for fuch a new 
regulation. 


XX. Orelfe he fhall 
fend his grand officers to 
vifit the lodge? : This 
L 2. old 

Digitized by Google 



76 A H I M A F A E Z OJN. 

Old Regulations. New Regulations. 

fecretary, fhall at lead old and laudable prac- 
once go round and vifit t tice often renders a de- 
all the lodges about puty neceffary : When 
town during his matter- . he vifits them, the fenipr 
{hip. , grand-warden adts as 

deputy* the junior as the 
-fepior, as above ; or if 
both or any of them be 
abfent, the deputy, or he 
that prefides for him, 
may appoint whom he 
• pleafes in their Head* 

.. . • fro tempore. 

.... • ... For when both the 

, v ... „ .grand matters y aire ab- 

fent, the fenior or junior 
grand warden rpay 
prefide as deputy, in vi- 
fiting the lodges or in 
the conftitution of a new 
| lodge ; neither of which 

can be done without, at 
leaft, one of. the prefent 
grand officers j except in 
places at too great a di- 

ftance from the grand, 

lodge, and in fuch cafe 
feme faithful brother, 
who 
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who has patted the chair, 
&c. (hall have a proper 
deputation, under the 
grand lodge feal, for 
the conftituting of fuch 
new lodge or lodges, in 
diftant or remote coun- 
tries, where the grand 
officers cannot poffibly 
attend. 

XXL Upon fuch a 
vacancy, if no former 
grand mailer, nor form- 
XXI. If the grand- er deputy be found, the 
fnafter dies during his prefent fenior grand- 
matterfhip ; or by lick- warden fills the chair, 
nefs, or by being beyond t>r in his abfence the 
fea, or any other way junior, till a new grand 
be rendered incapable matter is chofen j and if 
of dilcharging his office; no prefent nor former 
the deputy, or in his grand warden be found, 
abfence the fenior grand then the oldeft free-ma- 
warden, or in his ab- fon who is now the 
fence the junior grand- matter of a lodge. 

. warden, or in his ab- 
fence any three matters 
of lodges fhall aflemble 

. at XXII. Or 
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at the grand lodge im* 
mediately, in-order td 
advife together upon the 
emergency, and to fend 
two of their number to 
invite the laft grand* 
m after to refume his 
office, which now of 
coarfe reverts to him ; 
and if he refufes to adt, 
then the next laft, and 
fo backward : but if no 
former grand-mafter be 
found, the prefent de- 
puty (hall adt as princi- 
pal till a new grand- 
mafter is chofen j or if 
there be no deputy, 
then the oldeft mafon 
the prefent mafter of a 
lodge. 

. XXII. The brethren 
of all the regular lodges 
in and, near the city of 
London , fhall meet in 
fome convenient place 
on every gt. John’s day j 
and 


R E Z O N. 

New Reguldtiem. 


XXII. Of any bre- . 
thren around the globe 
(who are true and faith- 
ful members of the an- 
cient craft) at the place 
appointed, till they haV£ 
built 
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when bufinefs is over, 
they may repair to their 
feftival dinners, as they 
fhall think moft convex 
nient j and when St. 
John’s day happens to 
he on a Sunday, then 
the public meeting fhall 
fee on the next Monday. 

The grand lodge 
pull meet in feme con- 
■ venient place -on St. 
John the evangelift’s 
day, in every year, in 
order to. proclaim the 
new, or recognize the 
- qld grand matter, de- 
puty and grand war- 
dens, 

XXHI. If the prefent 
grand matter lhall con- 
fen t_ to continue a fe- 
cond year, then one of 
the grand lodge (depu- 
ted for that purpofe) 
fhall reprefent to all the 
brethren, hia worfhip’s 
good 
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New Regulations.. 
built a place of their 
own ; but none but the • 
members of the grand 
lodge are admitted with- 
in the doors during the 
elections of grand offi- 
cers. 

N. B . It is a general 
rule' to chufe the grand 
officers a confiderable 
time before St. John’s 
day. 


v XXIH. Application 
fhall be made to the 
grand matter, by the de- 
puty (or fuch brother 
whom the grand lodge 
fhall appoint, in cafe of, 
his failure) at leaf! one 
month before St. John 
the 
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government, ' &c. and the evangelifl’s day, in 
turning to him, (hall in order to enquire whether 
the name of the grand his worfhip will do the 
lodge, humbly requeft fraternity the- great ho- ^ 
him to do the Prater- nour ( or kindnefs ) of ‘ 
n ity the great honour continuing in his office 
(if nobly born, if not, afecond year, or of no* 
the great Kindnefs) of minating his fuccefTor ; 
continuing to be their and if his worfhip fhoulil 
grand-mafter for the at that time happen to 
year enfuing j and his be out of town, or the 
worfhip declaring his perfon whom he fhall 
confent thereto (in what think proper to fucceed 
manner he thinks pro- him } that then the fe- 
per) the Grand Secre- cretary (hall write to ei- 
tary fhall thrice pro- ther, or both, concern- 
claim him aloud, ing the fame, the copies 

GRAND -MASTER of which letters fhall be 

o f tranfcribed in the tranf- 

MASONS. aftipn - book of the 
All the members of the grand lodge, as alfo the 
grand lodge fhall falute anfwers received, 
him in due form, ac- 
cording to the ancient 
and laudable cuflom of 
frde mafons. 

. XXIV. The XXIV. This 
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' XXIV. The, prefent XXV. This is the ge. 
grand mafter (hall no- neral practice of grand 
minate his fucceffor for lodges, for they feldom 
the year.enfuing } who, or ' never difapprove the 
if unanimoufly appro- choice, 
ved of by the grand • 
lodge, and there prefent 
he (hall be proclaimed, 
faluted and congratula- - 

ted, the new grand- 
mafter, as before hinted j 
and immediately in. 
flailed by the laft grand 
mafter, according to an. 
cient * ufage. 

But if that nomi- There has been n6 
nation is not unani- occafion for this old re- 
‘ moufly approved, the gulation in our time, the 
new grand mafter lljall grand lodge (as before) 
be chofen immediately having conftantly ap- 
by ballot, viz. every proved of. the grand- 
‘ mafter and warden mafter’s choice j and my 
writing his man’s name. Rea/on for inferting it 
and is, 

M 

*■ This is a moft noble and grand Ceremony, but cannot 
be defcribed in Writing, nor ever known to any but Mailer-? 
. Mafont. 
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and the laft grand tna- is, haft any Brother ac- 
fter writing his man’s y minted with the old 
name too, and the man Conftitutions,Jhouldthink 
whofe name the laft the omitting it a defeSih 
grand matter fhall firft on. 
take out cafually or by 
chance, fhall be Grand 
Master of MASONS 
for the year enfuing: 

And if prefent, he fhall 
be proclaimed, faluted, * 

and congratulated, as 
before hinted, and 
forthwith inftalled by 
the laft grand mafter, 
f according to ufagfe; 

XXV. X. The laft ' XXV. X. A deputy 
grand mafter thus con- was always needful 
tinuedy or the new when the grand mafter 
grand mafter thus in- ■ was nobly born, and 
(tailed, fhall next, gs this did regulation has 
his inherent right, n<j- been always praflafed in 
min ate and appoint his our time* 
v deputy grand mafter, v- 
(either the laft or a new 
f .Qpe) who fhall- 4fo bq : . • • v-,:.- : 

• proclaimed, faterted and : 

con- 2. This 
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congratulated in due 
form. 

2. The new grand 
mailer (hall allb no- 
minate his new grand 
wardens ; and, if u- 
nanimoufly approved by 
the grand lodge, they 
lhall alfo be forthwith 
proclaimed, faluted and 
congratulated in due 
form. 
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New Regulations. 

2. This old regulation 
has fometrmes been 
found inconvenent, there 
fore the grand lodge re- 
ferve to themfelves the 
eleflion of grand- war- 
dens 5 where any mem- 
ber has a right to nomi- 
nate one, and the two 
perlons who have the 
majority of votes (Hill 
preferving due harmo- 
ny) arc declared duly 
elected. 


XXVI. That if the, XXVI. The Proxy 
brother whom the pre- mull be either the laffc 
fent grand mailer lhall or former grand mailer, 
nominate for k his fuc- or elle a very reputable 
ceflor, or whom the brother, 
grand lodge lhall choofe Nor is the new de- 
by ballot, as above) be puty, nor the grand- 
out of town, and has wardens, allowed prox* 
returned his ahfwer> ies when appointed, 
that he will accept of 
the office of grand 

mailer XXVII. All 
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Old Regulations. 
mailer, he lhall be pro- 
claimed, as before in 
old regulation xxiii, 
and may be inftalled by 
proxy, which proxy 
mull be the prefent or 
former grand mailer, 
who lhall adt in his 
name, and receive the 
ufual honours, homage, 
and congratulatioris. 

XXVII. Every grand 
lodge has an inherent 
power and authority to 
make new regulations, 
or to alter thefe for the 
real benefit of the anci- 
ent Fraternity, pro- 
vided always that the 
old land-marks be care- 
fully preferved, and that 
fuch new regulations 
and alterations be pro- 
poled and agreed to by 
the grand lodge,' and 
that they be offered to 
the perufal of all the 
brethren 


New Regulations . ’ 


XXVII. All the alter- 
ations, or new regulati- 
ons above written, are 
only for amending or 
explaining the old re- 
gulations for the good 
of mafonry, without 
breaking in upon the 
ancient rules of the fra- 
ternity, Hill preferving 
the old land-marks and 
were made at feveral 
times (as occalion offer- 
ed) by the grand lodge, 
who have an inherent 
power of amending 
what 
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brethren in writing, 
whofe ' approbation and 
confent (or the majority 
thereof) is abfolutely 
neceflary to make the 
fame binding iand obli- 
gatory j which muft 
therefore, after the new 
grand mailer is inftalled, 
be folemnly delired and 
obtained from the grand 
lodge, as it was for, 
thefe old regulations by 
a great nutaiber of bre- 
thren. . 

The End of tl 
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New Regulations 
what may be thought 
inconvenient, and am- 
ple authority of mak- 
ing, new regulations for 
the good of free-ma- 
fonry, which has not' 
been difpute.d j for the 
members of the grand 
lodge are truly the re- 
prefentatives of all the 
fraternity, according to 
old regulation X. 


old Regulations. 


NEW REGULATIONS. 

/ XXVIII. I. That no Brothers be admitted 
into the grand lodge, but the immediate members 
thereof, viz. thefour prelent and all former grand 
officers, the treafurer and fecretary, the mailers 
and wardens of all regular lodges, except a brother 
who is a petitioner, or a witnefs in fome cafe, 
or one called in by motion. 

2. That at the third ftroke of the grand mailer’s 
gavel, there lhall be a general filencej and that 

he 
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NEW REGULATIONS, 
he who breaks filence; . without leave frpm the? 
chair, lhall be publicly repremanded. 

3. That under the fame penalty every brother 
lhall keep hi? feat, and keep ftri<tt filence when- 
ever the grand matter and deputy lhall think fit 
to rife from the chair, and call To order. 

4. That in the grand lodge every member lhall. 
keep in his feat (according to the number of his 
lodge V and not move about from place to place 
during the communication, except the grand 
wardens, as having more immediately the care of 
tfie grand lodge. 

5. That no Brother is to ipeak but once to the 
fame affair, unlefs to explain himfelf, or when 
called upon by the chair to Ipeak. 

6. Every one, that fpeaks lhall rife, and keep 
Handing, addrefling himfelf in a proper manner 
to the chair; nor lhall any prefume to interrupt 
him, under the aforefaid penalty; unlefs the 
grand matter find him wandering from the point 
in hand, lhall think fit to reduce him to order; 
for then the faid fpeaker lhall lit down: But, after 
he has been fet right, he may again proceed if he 
pleafes. 

7. If in the grand lodge any member is twice 
called to order at any one aflembly* for trangreffing 
thefe rules, and is guilty of a third offence of the 

fame. 
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fame nature, the chair fhall peremptorily order 
him to quit the lodge- room for that night. 

8. That whoever {hall be lo rude as to hifs at 
any brother, or at what another fays or has feid, 
he fhall be forthwith fblemhly excluded the cqrrt* 
munication, and declared incapable of ever being 
a member of any grand lodge for the future, till 
another time he publicly owns his fault, and his 
grace be granted. 

9. No Motion for a new regulation, or for the 
continuance or alteration of an old one, fhall be 
made ’till it be firft handed up in writing to the 
chair; and, after it has been perufed by the 
grand matter, at leaft about ten minutes, the 
thing may be moved publickly, and then it fhall 
be audibly read by the fecretary ; and if he be 
feconded, and thirded, it mutt immediately be 
committed to the confideration ,of the whole 
aflembly, that their fenfe may be fully heard 
about it ; after which the queflion fhall be put, 
j pfQ and<wz. 

10. The opinion, or votes of the members are 
to be fignified by holding up of hands; that is, 
one hand each member ; which uplifted Hands 
the grand wardens are to count, unlefs the num- 
ber of hands be fo unequal as to render the count- 
ing them ufolefs. 4 

Nor fhould any 6ther kind of divifion ever be 
"adiiiitted among free-mafons. 
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In order to preferve harmony, it was thought 
neceflary to ufe counters and a balloting box when 
Occafion requires. • . ' 

The End of the New Regulations. 

My Son , forget not my Jaw ; but let thine heart 
keep my CommandmentSy and remove not the anci- 
ent Land Mark which-, thy fathers have fet 
Solomon. . 

Though the foregoing are called new regula- 
tions, yet they are of many years Handing, and 
have been wrote at different times, by order of the 
whole community, as amendments or explanations 
of the old regulations ; for we are not to break in 
upon the ancient rules of the fraternity, as before 
mentioned in New Regulation XXVII. 

As my chief aim and defign in this underta- 
king is to acquaint my Worthy brethren with the 
old and new regulations (and in truth they are the 
moft requifite fubjedt concerning free-mafonry 
that can be committed to writing) I have added 
the following regulations of the committee for 
charity, as they have been approved of and pradti- 
fed by the Grand Lodge of Ireland fincc the 
Year 1738. 

Alfo the regulations of the Steward’s lodge, or 
committee for charity, as they have been appro- 
ved of and pradtifed by the ancient York Mafons 
in England fince the Year 1751# 
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THE 

R E G U L A T ION S 

fO R 

C H A R I T Y, 

As pradtifed in Ireland , and by York-mafons * in 

England, \ 

«(#>#<#>iM(*>*((#>#!(#>(#)((#>#j(#>#((#>t((#>#^*> 

Dublin Regulations . 

I* # T ♦ H AT l ^ C COm “ 
mm* mittee fhsfll be 
and confift of the 
grand-matter, the de- 
puty grand- matter, and 
grand-wardens, and all 
former 


■ London Regulations 

I. * * *L L prefen t and 
m* * former grand 
officers, treafurer and fe- 
cretary,with the matters 
of ten regular lodges, 
who are fummoned and 
obliged 
N 


*- They are called York-mafons, becaufe the firft grand 
lodge in England was congregated at York A. D. 926 by 
prince'Edwin, who (at the fame time) (hirchafed a free char- 
ter from king Athelftan, for the tlfe of the fraternity. 
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former grand officers* obliged to attend in their ' 
the treafurer and fccre- turns* the method is^ve" 
tary, with the mafter of die oldeft, and five of 
of every regular lodge the yourtgefl mafters,are 
in the city of Dublin fummoned monthly to 
for die time being. hear allpetitions,&c.and 

to order fuch relief to be 
given to diftreffed bre- 
thren* as their neccflity 
may appear and pru- 
dence may. diredt. 


. II.That all collections, |I r This is punctually 

contributions, and other pjadtifed hprc. 

charitable fum or fums of 

money, of whatnatureor 

kind foever, that fhall at 

any time be brought irito H 

.the grand lodge,fhalI be 

depofitedintbehandsof . 

the treafurer, who is not 

to dilburfe or expend the 

fame, or any part thereof, 

onany accountwhatever, 

without an order from 

thefaidcommitteewhich. 

order ihall be figned by 

• the . Ill, This 

» - 
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Dublin Regulation. 

the fecretary, or the 
grand officer or mafter ' 
then prefiding in the 
chair. 

If I. That neither the 
fecretary or any other 
peffon whatever, ffiall 
give or fign any crdej* 
on the treafuref for any 
fum of money, until the 
feme be firft approved 
of by the majority of the 
committee then prefent, 
and entered into their 
tranfe&ion- book toge- 
ther, with the name or 
names of the perfbn or 
perfbns to whom the 
feme is to be given. 

IV. That no anony- 
mous letter, petition, or 
recommendation, by or 
from any perfbn, or on 
any account or pretence 
what- 


91 

London Regulations. 


III. This is likewife 
pradhfed here. 


IV. The feme ob- 
ferved here. 


V.Re- 


N 2 
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whatfoever, be introdu- 
ced or read in this com- 
mittee. 

V. That any perlbn 
who {hall petition the 
grand lodge, or this com- 
mittee for charity, (hall 
be known to be at leaft 
one whole year a con- 
tributing member to the 
fund thereof, and that 
no petition {hall be re- 
ceived or read in this 
committee, but what 
{hall be figned with the 
names of (at leaft) three 
of the members thereof •, 
and the merits of the pe- 
titioner be wdl vouched 
by them, or feme other 
worthy brethren, who 
{hall have perfonal 
knowledge thereof j and 
that no perfon {hall pre- 
fer, or bring in, any pe- 
tition to this committee, 
but 


N RI Z O N. 
London Regulations. 


V. Regifteredmafons, 
Who have contributed for 
twelve months, and a 
member of a regular 
lodge during that time, 
are heard and confider- 
ed, &c. and fojourners, 
or travelling mafons are 
relieved (if certified) by 
private colle&ionsor out 
of the-fund. 

- All petitions or re- 
commendations {hall be 
figned by the mafter or 
warden of his lodge, and 
who lhall (if in town) 
attend the Reward’s 
lodge, to aflert die truth 
of die petition. 

Any.brother may fend 
in a petition or recom- 
mendation, but none are 
admitted to fit and hear 
the 
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'Dublin Regulations. 

but one of the members 
who figns it, the peti- 
tioner alio attending in 
perfon, except in cafes 
df ficfenefs, lamenefs, or 
imprifonment. 


VI. That it (hall be the 
inherent power of this 
committee, to difpofe of 
the fund laid in for cha- 
rity to charitable ufes.and 
no other{and that only to 
fuch perfons who fhall 
appear by their petitions, 
as aforefaid, to be defer- 
ving and in real want of 
charitable and brotherly 
afiillance) not exceeding 
the fum of five pounds to 
any one perfon, or other- 
wife fupply them with a 
weekly 


London Regulations. 

die debates butthegrand 
officers, treafurer, and 
fecretary, and the ten 
mailers fummoned for 
that purpofe. 

The petitioners alfo. 
are to attend (if in or ad- 
jacent to London ) except 
in cafes of ficknefs,lame- 
nefs, or imprifonment. 

. VI. This regulationis 
the practice here, only 
with this alteration, viz. 
the ftcward’s lodge have 
full power and authori- 
ty to give the petitioner 
more than five pounds, 
if if feems prudent to 
them. 


V j. This 
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Freddy fupport, a!s they 
fball judge mfcft nccef- 
fary. 

VIL That no. brother . VII. This « left to 
who has received affift- the difcretion of the 
anoefromthiscamnuttee fteward’s lodge. 

©f charity, (hall petition 
a feeond time, unlefe 
feme new and well-at- 
tefted allegation appear. 

VIA. That no extrarie- vlll. This regulation 
ous brother, that is not jg obferved by the York 
made in a regular lodge, w \rh this addi- 

but made in a clandef- ^on, •j'hia.t the brothers, 
tine manner, or only attefting Ac petition, 
with a view to partake ^ certi f y t hat the pe- 
of this charity, not any ^ has been for- 
affilling at fuch irregu- mer ] y in a repu table or 
lar makings, (hall be at lea ft in tolerable cir- 
qualified to receive any cum ft a rices. 
afliftance therefrom. 

IX. That this commit* IX.‘ The ftewards 
tee of charity may refolve lodge have full power 
itfelf into a committeeof and authority to hear and 
the , de- 
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the grand lodge, at any 
time when they {hall 
have bufinefs from the 
grand lodge laid before 
them, or that the grand 
lodge (hall refer any cafe 
to them, when they have 
too much to do in one 
night j and that the re- 
port of the faid commit- 
tee (hall be read in the 
grand lodge, and by 
them be approved of, 
before the fame be put 
in execution or practice. 

X. That it is the in- 
difpenfible right of the 
grand lodge, to order 
the committee to meet 
when they (hall judge it 
neceflary,who (hall then 
have power to adjourn 
themfelves from time to 
time, as bufinefs may re- 
quire, at any time be- 
tween the monthly meet- 
ings 
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determine all matters 
(concerning free-rbajfon- 
ry) that (hall be laid be* 
fore them, except mak- 
ing new regulations, 
which power is wholly 
inverted in the whole 
community when met 
at their quarterly com- 
munication, where all 
the tranfa&ions of the 
rtewards lodge (hall be 
audibly read before all the 
free-mafons then prefen t. 


X. The rtewards lodge 
meet on the third wed- 
nefday in each kalendar 
month, or fooner, if 
the grand lodge give 
orders for fo doing. 


XI. For 

« 
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ings of the grand lodged 
where all the preceeding 
bufinefs of the commit- 
tee ffiall be read over, 
ip order to inform the 
grand lodge of the cha- 
rity expended, and to re- 
ceive their concurrence 
in any matter that may 
be referred to them. 

i 

XI. That ;when this XI. For the fpeedy 
committee is ordered to relief of diftrefled bre- 
be aflembled, and thereto th ren > three of the- 
r duFy fummoned,any ele- * en mailers fummoned 
ven of them then meet- f° r that purpofe (with 
ing (hall be a quorum, 0r without grand offi- 
arrd proceed upon bufi- c ^ rs ) tbe f ecretar y an d 
nefs; and if any debate books alwa y s P refcnt > 
fhall happen to arife, ma y P rocce( ^ to bufinefs,. 
the majority of votes then ^prudence and brother- 
prefent (hall be decifive, ty ^ ove Iball diredl 
always allowing the tbem * 
grand officer, or he that 
ffiall then prefide in the 
chair, two votes if occa- ' - 

fion- require. 

“The End of the Dublin and London Regulations . 
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Printed in the Year MDCCLXlV. 


Digitized by Google 











COL 


LEG T I O N[ 

O f 


MASONS SONGS, 

<)OC»0COO(>)3€»eC>53€»9C»9O > 58C>59C^59C»9«3e€>59C < OJO 


In the old book of ddnftitutions the matter's fong 
was of too great a length to be fung at one 
time, therefore the! brethren never fing more 
than the following verfe and Chorus. 


I. The Grand Mafters Song. 

T HUS mighty Eattern kings, and iome 
Of Abram's race, and monarch's good' 

Of Egypt ^ Syria , Greece and Rome t 
True Architecture underftood •, 

O 2 N4 
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No wonder then if mafons join. 

To celebrate thbfe mafon kings ; 

With folemn note and flowing wine, 

Whilft e’ery brother jointly fxngs. 

C H O RUB. 

Who caiv unfold the Royal Art, \ 

Or Ihew its fccrets in a long ; 

They’re fafely kept in mafon’s heart, 

And to the ancient lodge belong. 

To the King and the Crafty as Majler-Mafons '^ 

In the old book this Song was thought too long, 
therefore the following laft verfe and chorus is 
thought fufficient. 

II. The Wardens Song. 

From hence forth ever ling. 

The Craftfman and the king. 

With poetry and muflek fweet. 

Refound their harmony compleat } 

And with geometry in Ikilful hand. 

Due homage pay. 

Without delay, 

To the king and to our matter grand ; 

He rules the free-born fons of art, 

By love attid fnendlhip, hand and heart. 

CHORUS i 

.... „ 
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C H 0 R U S. 

Who can rehearfe the praife. 

In foft poetic lays ; 

Or folid profe of mafons true, 

Whofe art tranfcends the common.view •; 

Their fecrets ne’er to ftrangers yet expos'd, 
Referv*d fhall be, , 

By Mafons free. 

And only to the ancient lodge difclos’d ; 

Becaufe they’re kept in mafon’s heart. 

By brethren of the royal art, 

‘To all the kings , princes and potentates , that ever 
Propagated the royal excellent Art. 

III. The Fellow-Craft's Song. 

I. 

Hail mafonry ! thou craft divine ! 

Glory of earth, from heav’n reveal’d ! 

Which doth with jewels precious fhine. 
From all but mafons eyes conceal’d. 

Chor. Thy praifes due who can rehearfe. 

In nervous profe or flowing verfe. 

II. 

As men from brutes diftinguifh’d are, 

A mafon other men excels ; 

For what’s in knowledge choice and rare, 
Within his bread; fecurely dwells. 

Chor. His filent bread and faithful heart, 
Prefervethe fecrets of the art. 

From 
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II. 

From fcorching heat and piercing cold. 
From beafts wh'ofe roar the foreft* rends j 
From the.aflaultsof warriors bold. 

The malons art mankind defends. 

Cbor. Be to this Art due honour paid. 

From which mankind receives fuchaid. 
IV. 

Enfigns Of ftate that feed our pride, 
Diftin&ions troublefome and vain , 

By mafons true are laid afide, 

Art’s free-born fons fuch toys difdainl 
Cbor. Innobl’d by the name they bear, 

Diftinguifh’d by the badge 1 they wear. 

' V. 

Sweet Fellowfhip from envy free, . 

F riendly converfe of brotherhood ; 

The lodge’s lading cement be. 

Which. has for Ages firmly flood. 

Cbor. A lodge thusbuilt, for ages paft 
Has lafted, and fhall ever laft. 

. VI. 

Then in our fongs be juftice done. 

To thofe who have inrjch’d the art j 
From Adam dOwn- until this time. 

And let each brother bear a part. 

Cbor. Let noble mafons healths go round. 
Their Praife in lofty lodge refound. 


* 

To his Imperial Majejly ( our Brother ) 
Emperor of Germany, 


Francis; 
IV. the- 
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IV. Ihe Enter'd 'Prentices Song . 

, ■ ' I. 

Cooie let us prepare, 

Wp brothers that arc, 

Aflembled on merry pocafion ; 

Let’s drink, laugh and fing. 

Our wine has a fpring, 

’ Here’s a health to an accepted maion, 

JL 

, The world is in pain, 

Our fecifets to gain, 

r /Lnd ftill let them wonder and gaze on; 

Till they’re brought to the light, 

They’ll ne’er know the right 
' * [Word or fign of an accepted maibn. 

IV. 

*Tis this and f tis that. 

They cannot tell what, 

[Why fo many great men of the nation. 

Should aprons put on. 

To make themfelves one,* 

JjVrth a free and an accepted mafon. 

IV. 

Great kings, dukes and lords, 

Have laid by their fwords, 

Our myft’ry to put a good grace on ; 

And thought themfelves fam’d. 

To hear themfelves nam’d, 

^ith a free andm. accepted mafon. 

• Amu 
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% V. '• ‘ 

Antiquity’s pride. 

We have on our fide. 

Which maketh men- juft, in their ftation j 
There’s.nought but what’s good. 

To be underftood. 

By a free and an accepted mafon. 

YL 

We’re true Mid fincere. 

And juft to theftit, . 

They’ll truft us on dny occafion j 
No mortal can more* 

The ladies adore. 

Than a free and an accepted mafon.’ 

VII. 

Then join hand, in hand. 

By each brother firm ftand, ' 

Let’s be merry and put a bright face on : 

\Yhat mortal can boaft, . * 

So noble a topft. 

As a free and an accepted mafon. 

f Thrice repeated indue form. J 

To all the Fraternity round the Globe. 


.. * Tty 
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V. The Deputy Grand-Majler s Song . 

N. B. The two laft Lines of each Verfe is the Chorus. 

I. 

On on my dear Brethren, purfue your great Ledlure, 
And refine on the Rules of old Architefture ; 

High Honour to Mafons the Craft daily brings. 

To thofe Brothers of Princes and Fellows of Kings. 

n. 

We’ve drove the rude Vandals and Goths off the Stage, 
Reviving the Arts of Auguftus fam’d Age; 

Vefpajian deftroy’d the vaft Temple in vain. 

Since fo many now rife in Great George's mild Reign, 

III. 

Of Wren and of Angelo ■> mark the great Names, 
Immortal they live as the Tiber and Thames ; 

To Heav’n and themfelvcs they’ve fuch Monuments 
rais’d. 

Recorded like Saints and like Saints they are prais’d. 

IV. 

The five noble Orders compos’d with fuch Art, 

Will amaze the fix’d Eye and engage the whole Heart ; . 
Proportion’s dumb Harmony gracing the whole. 

Gives our Work, like the glorious Creation, a Soul. 

V. 

Then Mailer and Brethren preferve your great Namej 
This Lodge fo majeftic will purchafe you Fame ; 
Rever’d it {hall ftand till all Nature expire. 

And its Glories ne’er fade till the World is on Fire. 

» 
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• Vl- 

See, fee, behold here what rewards all our Toil, 
Enlivens our Genius and bids Labour fmile •, 

To our noble Grand-Mafter let a Bumper be crown’d. 
To all Mafons a Bumper, fo let it go round. 

VII. 

Again my lov’d Brethren, agajn let it pafs. 

Our antient firm Union cements with the Glafs ; 

And all the Contentions ’mongft Mafons fhall be. 

Who better can work or who beft can agree. 

q- 0 the Right IVorJhifful the Grand-Majier. 

VI. Grand-Warden's Song. 

I. 

Let Mafonry be now my Theme, 

Throughout the Globe to fpread its Fame, 

And eternize each worthy Brother’s Name •, 

Your Praife fhall to the Skies refound. 

In laftihg Happinefs abound, 

- And with fweetUnion all your nobleDeeds be crown’d. 

[Repeat this laftl.inej 

CHORUS. 

Sing then my Mufe to Mafon’s Glory, 

Your Names are fo rever’d in Story 

That all th’ admirihg World do now adore ye, 

II. 

Let Harmony divine infpire 

Your Souls with Love and gen’rous Fire, 

, 't'o copy well wife Solomon your Sire j 
- c r Know?' 

V . 
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Knowledge fublime (hall fill each heart, 

The Rules of G’ometry to impart. 

While Wifdom, Strength, and Beauty, crown the royal 
Art. 

Chorus. Sing then my Mufe, &c. 

III. 

Let antient Malons Healths go round, 

In fwelling Cups all Cares be drown’d, 

And Hearts united ’mongft the Craft be found ; 

May everlafting Scenes of Joy, 

Our peaceful Hours of Blifs employ. 

Which Time’s all-conqu’ring Hand lhall ne’er de- 
ftroy. 

Chorus. Sing then my Mufe, &c. 

IV. 

My Brethren thus all Cares refign, 

Your Hearts let glow with Thoughts divine. 
And Veneration Ihow to Solomon's Shrine •, 

Our annual Tribute thus we’ll pay. 

That late Pofterity lhall fay. 

We’ve crown’d with Joy this happy, happy Day. 
Chorus. Sing then my Mufe, &c. 

fo all the Noble Lords, and Right IVorJhipfyl Brethren, 
that have been Grand-Majlerf. 

VII. The Treafurer's Song. 

Tune.] Near fome cool lhade. 

I. 

Grant me kind Heav’n what I requeft. 

In Mafonry let me be bleft *, 

Direft me to that happy Place, 

Where Friendlhip fmiles in eye ry Face ; 

p 2 , Where 
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Where Freedom and fweet Innocence, 
Enlarge the Mind and cheers the Senfe. 

II. 

Where feepter’d Reafon from her Throne, 
Surveys the Lodge and makes us one ; 

And Harmony’s delightful Sway, 

For ever (heds ambrofial Day •, 

Where we bled Eden's Pleafures tafte, 

. While balmy Joys are our Repaft. 

III. 

Our Lodge the fbcial Virtues grace. 

And Wiidom’s Rules we fondly trace ; 
Whole Nature open to our View, 

Points out the Paths we Ihould purfue ; 
Let us fubfift in lading Peace, 

And may our Happinefs increafe. 

IV. 

No prying Eye can view us here. 

No Fool or Knave didurb our Cheer ; 

Our well-form’d Laws fet Mankind free. 
And give Relief tp Mifery > 

The Poor, opprefs’d with Woe and Grief, 
Gain, from our bounteous Hands, Relief, 


5 to all •well difpofed charitable Mafons. 

| VIII. The Secretary's Song. 

I. 

Ye Brethren of the antient Craft, 

Ye fav’rite Sons of Fame ; 

Let Bumpers cheerfully be quaff'd, , 

To each good Mafon’s Name 

Happy, 
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Happy, long happy may he be, 

.Whojoves and honour^ Mafoqry ; 

With a fa, la, la, fc?r. 

II. 

In vain wou’d D’ Anvers with his Wit,* 

<■ Our flow Refentment raife ; 

What he and all Mankind have writ. 

But celebrates our Praife j 
His Wit this only Truth imparts. 

That Mafons have firqi faithful Hearts j 
With a fa, la, la, &c. 

IJI. 

Ye Briii/h Fair, for Beauty fam’d, 

. Your Slaves we wifh to be ; 

Let none for Charms like yours be nam’d, 

- That loves not Mafonry ; 

This Maxim D' Anvers proves full well. 

That Mafons never kifs and tell ; 

With a fa, la, la, &e. - - 

IV. 

Free-Mafons ! no Offences give, i 

Let Fame your Worth declare; 

Within your Compafs wifely live. 

And aft upon the Square *, 

May Peace and Fnendlhip e’er abound. 

And every Mafon’s Health go round ; 

With a fa, la, la, &c. 

IX. Song 

T o the Deputy Grand-Mafter. 

f That thofe who hang’d Captain Perteout, at Edinburgh , 
Were all Frce-Mafons, becaufe they kept their own Secrets. 

. fee the Craftfman of the 16th of Aprti, Number 563* 
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Jg., Saftg to the foregoing <twie. 

I. 

On you who Mafonry delpife. 

This Couuffel I beftow •, 

Don’t ridicule, if you are wife, 

A Secret you don’t know : 

Yourfelves you tenter, but not it 5 
You IhoWyour Spleen* but hot your Wit 
With ft fa* la, la* 

II. 

Infpiring Virtue by our Rules, 

And in ourfelves feture j 
We havfe fcompaflioft for thofe Fobls,. 

Who think our A£ts impure : 

We knoW fVom Ignorance proceeds, , 
Such mean Opinion of out Deeds ; t 
With a fa, la, la, &c. : 

fit 

Xf union and lincerity, • 

Have a pretence to pleafe ; 

We brothers of free-Mafonry, 

Lay, juftly, chum to theiie : 

To State*Difpuces we ne*er give birth, 
Our motto, Friendfliip is anti mirth ^ 
With a fa, la, la,6f c. ■ 

IV. 

Someof our Rules I will import. 

But muft conceal the reft ; _ ^ 

TheyTO.Mly loftgfed in 
Witluh each honeft ugtift' : ‘ r v n ~ 

. : i. . A. . ...vl .... -i 
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We love our country and our king ; 

We toad the ladies, laugh and fing i 
With a fa, la, la, £sV. . 

7 o the Worjhipful grand wardens '* 

X. SONG. 

\ 

I. 

By mafon’s art th* afpiring domes. 

In (lately columns (hall arife ; 

All climates are their native homes. 

Their well-judg’d actions reach the skies j 
Heroes and kings revere their name. 

While poets fing their lading fame. , 

H. 

Great, noble, gen’rous, good and brave; 

Are tides they mod judly claim •, 

Their deeds (hall live beyond the grave. 

Which thofe unborn (hall loud proclaim $ 

Time (hall their glorious a£ls enroll. 

While loye and fricndOup charm the foul. 

To the perpetual Honour oj Free • Mqfons. 

XI. S O N G. 

I. 

As I at Wheeler * 's lodge one night; 

Kept Bacchus company ; 

For Bacchus is a mafon bright, 

And of all lodges free. 

Said 
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II. 

Said I great Bacchus is a-dry. 

Pray give the god fome wine } 

Jove in a fury did reply, 

October’s as divine. 

III. 

It makes us mafons more compleat. 

Adds to our fancy wings ; 

Makes us as happy and - as great, 

As mighty lords and kings. 

Jo the majiers and wardens of all regular lodgei-. 

XII. SONG. 

I. 

Some folks have with curious impertinence drove. 
From free-mafons bofoms their fecrets to move. 

I’ll tell them in vaia their endeavours mud prove* 
Which nobody can deny, He. 

II. 

Of that happy, fecretwhen we are poflefs’d, 

Our tongues can't explain what is lodg’d in our 
breads, 

For the bleffing’s fo great it can ne’er be exprefs’d. 
Which nobody can deny, idc. 

III. , 

By friendlhip’s drift ties we brothers are join’d, 

With mirth in each heart amid content in each, mind. 
And this is a difficult fecret to find. 

Which nobody can deny, &c. 

But 
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IV. 

fitft you who would fain our grand fecret expofe. 
One thing belt conceal’d to the world you difelpfe. 
Much folly in blaming what none of you knows* 
Which nobody can deny, &c. 

V. 

Truth, charity, juftice, oar principles are. 

What one doth poflefs the other -may fhare. 

All thefe in the world are fecrets molt rare. 

Which nobody can deny, &c. 

VI. 

While then we are met the world’s wonder and boaftj 
And all do enjoy what pleafes each moll, 

I’ll give you the beft and moft glorious toaft. 

Which nobody can deny, &c. 

VII. 

Here’s a health to the gen’rous, brave and the good. 
To all thofe who think and who aft as they fhould, 
In all this the free-mafon’s health’s understood. 
Which nobody can deny, &c. 

To all true and faitbjul brethren , &c. 

XIII SON G. 

Tune, Oh Polly you might have toy’d and kifs’dj 

I. 

You people who laugh at malons draw near, - 
Give ear to my long without any- fneer ; 

And if you’ll have patience you foon Ihall fee* 

What a noble art. is mafopry. 

Q, ' There’4 
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II. 

There’s none but an Atheift can ever deny. 

But that this great art came firft from on high } 

The almighty God here I’ll prove for to be. 

The firft great mafter of mafonry. 

III. 

He took up his compafs with mafterly hand, 

He ftretch’d out his rule and he meafur’d the land j 
He laid the foundation o’th’ earth and the fea. 

By his known rules of mafonry, 

IV. 

Our firft father Adam, deny it who can, 

A mafon was made as foon as a man ; 

And a fig-leaf apron at firft wore he, 

In token of- his love to mafonry, 

V. 

The principal law our lodge does approve. 

Is that we fhou’d live in brotherly-love} 

Thus Cain was banifh’d by heav’ns decree, ’ 

For breaking the rules of mafonry. 

VI. 

The temple that wife king Solomon rais’d. 

For beauty, for order, for elegance prais’d } 

To what did it owe its elegancy ? 

To the juft form’d rules of mafonry, 

..... VII. 

But fhou’d I pretend in this humble verfe. 

The merits of free-mafons arts to rehearfe j 
Years yet to come too little wou’d be. 

To ling all the praifes-<if mafonry. 

Then 


Digitized by 


Gc • : 



I 


MASONS SONGS, , 115 

VIII. 

Then hoping I’ve not detain’d you too long, 

I here fhall take leave to finifh my fong ; 

Health to the mafter and thofe that are free. 

That live to the rules of malbnry. 

To all the free-born fons of the ant tent and honourable 
CRAFT , ; 

XIV. SON G. 

I. 

. We have no idle prating, 

• Of either whig or tory ; 

But each agrees. 

To live at eafe* 

And fing or tell a ftory. ' 

CHORUS, 

Fill to him, 

■ To the brim, 

J»et it round the table row! 5 
The divine. 

Tells you wine. 

Cheers the body and the foul. 

II. 

We’re always men of pleafure, 

Delpifing pride and party; 

While knaves and fools, * 

Prefcribe us rules, 

W® are fincere and hearty. 
f Chor. Fill to him, &c. 

CL2 
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III. 

If an accepted mafon, . 

Shou’d talk of high or low church \ 

We’ll fet him down, 
v A Ihallow crown. 

And underftand him no church. 

Chor. Fill tet him, &c. 

IV. 

The world is ailin' darknefs. 

About us they conjecture •, . 

But Httle think, 

A fong and drink. 

Succeeds the mafons leCture, 

Chor. Fill io him, &c, 

;.v; 

Then landlord brjng a hogfhead^ 

And in a coraer plaoe it j 
Till it rebound, 

WkhhoJk>^buhd, 

Each mafon here will'face it, 

Chor. Fill to. him, &rc. 
fo the memory of him ’who firf planted a vine-, 

XV. S O N G. 

ST tine. ' Young 'Damon once, the happy fwain, 

L- 

A maffen’s daughter 'fair and yoiing,' 

The pride of all the virgin throqg, . 

Thus to her lover Taid $ 

Tho’ Damon \ your flame approve, 1 
Ypur actions praife, your perfon love, 

. Yet ftiU I’ll livea maid. 

None 
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II. 

None ftiall untie my virgin . zone, 

Biit one to whom the fecret’s known. 

Of fam’d free-mafonry ; 

In which the great and good combine* 

• To raife with generous defign, 

Man to felicity. 

III. 

The lodge excludes the fop and fool; 

The plodding knave and party-tool. 

That liberty wou’d fell; 

The noble, faithful, and the brave. 

No golden charms can e’er deceive, 

In flavery to dwell. 

IV. 

This faid he bow’d and went away, 

Apply’d was made without delay. 

Return’d to her again ; 

The fair-one granted his requeft. 

Connubial joys their days have bleft. 

And may they e’er remain. 

To majbns and to mafons bairns. 

And women with both wit and charms * 

That Jove to. lie m mafon's arms. 

XVI. SONG. 

I, 

Aliealth to our lifters let us drink; 

• For why Ifaou’d not they. 

Be remember’d I pray. 

When of us they fo often do think. 

When of us they fo often do-think, 

" ■ ~ 1 ' " '■* 311 
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II. , . * 

t *Tis they give the chiefeft delight j 
Tho’ wine cheers the mind. 

And mafonry’s kind, 

Thefe keep us in tranfport all night, 

Thefe keep us in tranfport all night. 

{T 9 all the female friends of free- mafons , 

XVlf< $ 0 N G. ; 

Tune, TJk merry ton’d horn. 

Sing to the honour of thole, 

• Who bafenefs and error oppofe* 

Who from fages and magi of old, 

Have got fecrets which none can unfold j 
Whilft thro’ life’s fwiftcareer. 

With mirth and good cheer. 

We’re revelling, ^ 

‘ And levelling 

' The monarch, till he 

Saysour joys far tranfcend* 

What on thrones do attend, 

And thinks it a glory; ljke us, to be fitc$ 

' II. , , 

The wifeft of kings pav’d the way. 

And his precepts we keep to this - day i 
The rhoft glorious of temples gave name 
To free-mafons, who (till keep the lame} 

Tho’ no prince did arife, . • 

’So great and lo wife j ' ; • ; 

' ' • Ye* 

■% 
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Yet in falling;. 

Our calling 

Still bore high applaufe. 

And tho* darkhefs o’er-run. 

The face of the fun. 

We, diamond- like, blaz’d tp illumine the taufe. 
To him that Jirfi the work began , &c, 

XVHL SONG. 

I. . 

Hail fecret art! by heav’n defign’d 
To cultivate and cheer the mind \ 

Thy fecrdts are to all unknown. 

But maforts juft and true alone, V 

But mafons juft and true alone. 

CHORUS . j 

Then let us all their praifes ling. 

Fellows to peafant, prince, or king,' 

Fellows fo pealant, prince, or king. 

. II. 

-From weft to eaft we take our way, 

To meet the bright approaching day 
That we to work may go in time. 

And up the facred ladder clime. 

And up the, &c. 

Chor. Then jet us all, &c, . 

1 III. 

Bright rays of glory did infpire. 

Our rnafter great who came from Tyre j 

StfU 
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V 

Still facred hiftory keeps his name. 

Who did the glorious temple frame* 

Who did, &c. 

Chor. 1 hen let us, &c. . i 

IV. 

The noble art divinely rear’d 
Uprightly buik upon the fquare ; 

Encompafs’d by the powers divine, 

Shall (land until the end of time* 

Shall ftand, &c. 

Chor. Then let us all, &c. 

V. 

No human eye thy beauties fee, 

Butmafons truly juft and free ; 

Infpir’d by each heav’nly fpark, 

Whilft Cowans labour in the dark*' 

Chor. Then let us all, &c. 

' To the memory of the. Tyrian artijl i &c* 

XIX. S, O N G. 

To the tune of the Enter’d-’Prenti ce* 

I. 

Come are you prepar’d* 

Your fcaffblds well rear* d 
Bring mortar and temper it purely ; 

*Tis all fafe I hope. 

Well brac’d with each rope, 

Your ledgers and pudocks fecurely. 

• Then 

* Google 
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n. 

Then next your bricks bring. 

It is time to begin, 

For the fun with its fays is adorning j 
The day’s fair and dear. 

No rain you need fear, 

’Tis a charming, lovely, fine morning, 

III. 

Pray where are your tools. 

Your line and plumb-rules. 

Each man to his work let him Hand boys> 

Work folid and fure. 

Upright and fecure, 

, And your building be fure will beftrong boys, 
IV. 


Pray make ho miftake. 

But true your joints break. 

And take care that you follow your leaders * 
Work, rake, back, and tueth. 

And make your work fmooth. 

And be fure that you fill up your headers. 



To the memory of Vitruvius, Angelo, Wren, and 
other noble artijls , &c. 


XX. SON G. 


• Tune. On, on my dear Brethren.' 

I. 


The curious vulgar could never devife, 

What focial free-mafons fo highly do prize i 
No human conjefture, no ftudy in fchools, 

Such fruidefs attempts are the aftions of fools. 

R Subs 
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II. 

Sublime are our maxims, our plan from above 
Old as the creation cemented with love ; 

To promote all the virtues adorning man’s life. 
Subduing our paflions, preventing all ftrife, 

III. 

Purfue my dear brethren, embrace with great care, 

A fyftem adapted our actions to fquare j 
Whofe Origin clearly appeareth divine, ' 

Obferve how its precepts to virtue incline. 

IV. 

The fecretsof nature king Solomon knew. 

The names of all trees in the foreft that grew ; 
Architecture his ftudy, free-mafons foie guide, -• 

Thus finilh’d his temple, antiquity’s pride. 

. ' v. 

True ancient free-mafons our arts did conceal, 

Then: hearts were lincere and not prone to reveal j 
Here’s the widow fon’s mem’ry, that mighty great fage. 
Who (kilfully handled plumb, level, and gage. 

VI. 

't'oaft next our grand-mafter of noble repute. 

No brother prefuming his laws to difpute ; 

No difcord, no faction, our lodge (hall divide ; 

Here truth, love, and friendfhip, mull always abide,’ 

VII. ' 

Ceafe, ceafeye vain rebels, your country’s difgrace j 
To ravage like Vandals , our arts to deface j 
Learn, how to grow loyal, our king to defend, . 

And live like free-mafons, your lives to amend. 

• To the ancient Jons of peace. 

. XXI. Song 
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XXI. SONG. 

To the foregoing tune. 

I. 

We brethren free-mafons, let’s mark the great name* 
Moll ancient and loyal, recorded by fame : 

In unity met, let us merrily ling ; 

The life of a mafon’s like that of a king. 

II. 

No difcord, no envy, amongll us lhall be, 

No confufion of tongues, but let’s all agree : ; 

Not like building of Babel, confound one another ; 
But fill up your glafies, and drink to each brother. 

III. 

A tower they wanted to lead them to blifs, 

I hope there’s no brother but knows what it is • 

Three principal fieps in our ladder there be, 

A myft’ry to all but thofe that cue free. 

IV. 

Let the ftrength of our reafon keep th’ fquare of our heart, 
And virtue adorn ev’ry man in his part ; 

The name of a Cowan we’ll not ridicule. 

But pity his folly and count him a fool. 

V. 

Let’s lead a good life whilft power we have. 

And when that our bodies are laid in the grave. 

We hope with good confcience to heav’n to climb. 
And give Peter the pafs-word, the token and flgn. , 

R 2 ' Saint 
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' VI. 

Saint P*/^ he opens and.fo we pafs in, 

To a place that’s prepared for all thofe free from fin 
To that heav’nly lodge which is'tyl’d moft fecure, 

A place that’s prepar’d for all mafons that’s pure. 

To all pure and upright mafons. 

XXII. SONG. 

T une. What tho’ they call me country tafs. 

L 

What tho’ they call us mafon-fbols, 

’ We -prove, by g’ometry, our rules 
Surpafs the arts they teach in fchools, 

T-hey charge- us falfely then.; 

We make it plainly to appeaf. 

By our behaviour every where. 

That when you meet with mafons there. 

You meet with gentlemen. 

II. 

*Tis true we once have charged been. 

With difobedience to our queen *, 

But after monarchs plain have feen. 

The fecrets Ihe had fought : 

We 

* Queen Elizabeth hearing the mafons had certain fecrets that could hot tus 
revealed to her (for that ihe could jiot b€ grand-raafter) and being jealous of til 
fecret aflemblies, dec. ihe fent an“ armed force to break up their annual grand 
lodge at York, on St. John’s day, the '27th of December, 1561. Sir Thomas 
Sackville (then, grand -matter) intteadiof being diftnay*d at fuch an unexpected 
vifit, gallantly t# Id the officers, that nothing could give him greater pleafure 
than feeing them in the grand lodge, a? it would- give him an opportunity sof 
convincing them, that free-mafonryt was. the moft ufeful fyftem that ever was 
founded on divine and moral laws— — j . The confequence of ‘his arguments 

Were that he made the chief men free-mafons, who (on, their return) made 
honourable report terthe <jueen,-fo. that ihe nevermore attempted- to diilodge or 
tjiifturb them,* but efteemed them as a peculiar fort of men, that cultivated peace 
>*and friendihip, arts and fciences, without inedling in th$ affairs of church or 

■ # 
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"We t hatch ho plots againft the ftate. 

Nor ’gaipft great men in pow*r prate. 

But all that’s noble, good ? and great. 

Is daily by us taught. 

hi. 

Thefe noble ftru&ures which we fee. 

Rais’d by our fam’d fociety, 

Surprife the world j then (hall not we. 

Give praife to mafonry : 

Let thofc who do delpife the art. 

Live in a cave or fotne defart. 

To heard with beafts, from men apart. 

For their- ftupidity. 

IV. 

But view thofe lavage nations, where 
Free-mafonry did ne’er appear, . 

What ftrange upolilh’d brutes they are $ 

Then think on mafonry. 

It makes us courteous men alway, 

Gea’rous, heritable, and gay, 

, What other art the like can lay j 
Then a health to mafons free. 

Trojperity to the moji ancient and moji honourable Crafty 

XXIII. SONG. 

I. 

Qlorious craft which fires the mind, - 
With fweet harmony and love •, 

Surely thou wer^t firft defign’d, 

A fore-tafie of the Joys above. 

II. 

• Pleafures always on thee wait, 

• Thou reformed: Adam's race ; ^ 

, * ' Strength" 
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Strength and beauty in thee meet, 

Wildom’s radiant in thy face. 

III. 

Arts and virtues now combine, 

Friendlhip raifes chearful mirth $ 

All united to refine, 

Man from’s grofler part of earth, 

IV. 

Stately temples now arife. 

And on lofty columns ftand ; 

Mighty domes attempt the ikies i 
To adorn this happy land. 

To the fecret and Jilent> &c, 

XXIV. SONG. 

I. 

\ 

Let malicious people cenfure, : ~ ( 

They’re not worth a mafon’s aofwerj ') 

’While we drink and fing. 

With no conference fling 5 
Let their evil genius plague ’em. 

And for Mollies devil take ’em ; 

We’ll be free and merry, * 

Prink port and ftrerry j , , . 

Till the ftars at midnight Ihirie, 

And our eyes with them combine 
The dark night to banifh. 

Thus we will replenifh 
Nature, whilft the glafleS 
With the bottle paffes : 

Brother 
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Brother' mafon free, 

Here’s to thee, to thee ; 

And let it run the table round, 

'While envy does the mafons foes confound. 

To all mafons who walk the line> &c. 

XXV. SONG. 

I. 

Come, come my brethren dear,; 

Now we’re affembled here. 

Exalt your voices clear. 

With harmony ; 

Here’s none lhall be admitted in,' 

Were he a lord, a duke, or king. 

He’s counted but an empty thing. 

Except he’s free. 

CHORUS. 

Let ev’ry man take glafs in hand. 

Drink bumpers to our mailer grand. 

As long as he can fit or Hand, 

With decency. 

II. 

“By our arts we prove. 

Emblems of truth and love. 

Types given from above. 

To thole th^t are free ; 

There’s ne’er a king that fills a throne, 1 
Will ever be alhamed to own, 

Thofe fecrets to the world unknown. 

But fuch as we. 

Chor. Let ev’ry man, &c, . 
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II. 

Now ladies try your arts. 

To gain us men of parts, 

. Who beft can charm your hearts 
Becaufe we’re free ; 

Take us, try us, and you’ll find. 

We’re true, loving, juft, and kind. 

And taught to pleafe a lady’s mind. 

By mafonry. 

CHor. Let ev’ry man, &c. 

GRAND C H O RU S. 
God blefs king George long may he reign. 
To curb the pride of foes that’s vain. 

And with his conq’ring Iword maintain, 
Freevmafonry. 

To the kings good health ; 

The natiorts wealth } 

The prince God blefs ; 

The fleet fuccefs j 
The lodge no lefs. 

XXVI. SONG. 


? urn. The Fairy Elves, 

I. 



Come follow, follow me. 

Ye jovial mafbns free j 
Come follow all the rules. 

That e’er was taught in fchools. 

By Solomon , that mafon king. 

Who honour to the craft did bring. 

Digitized by 


He’sj 

Google 



M A S O N $ SO N G S 



II. 

He’s juftly call’d the wife, 

. His fame doth reach the Ikies j * 

He ftood upon the fquare, * 

And did the temple rear v 
With true level, plumb, and gage. 

He prov’d the wonder of the age. 

III. 

The mighty mafon lords. 

Stood firmly to their words j 

They had it in efteem, • 

For which they’re juftly deem’d ; 

Why (hou’d not their example prove, ; - 

Our prefent craft to live in love, 

IV. 

The royal art and word, 

. Is kept upon* record ; 

In upright hearts and pure. 

While fun and moon endure j ■’ 

Not written but indented on, ~ 

The heart of e’ery arch- mafon. 

. - ' ■ y. , . - 

And as for Hiram’s art. 

We need not .to impart ; 

The fcripture plainly fhews, 

F rom whence his knowledge - flows $ 

His genius was fo mucfh refin’d. 

His peer he has not left behind, 

VI. 

Thqij let not'ariy.one, . • . ’ j 

Forget the widow’s fon j 

S But 
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But toaft his memory. 

In glafles charg’d full hig^a ; 

And when oujr proppr time is cpipe, 
Like brethren part, apcl lb g9 home. 

to him that did the t?mflf % rear, &c. 


XXVII. SPIJG. 

I. 

With plumb, level, and fquam, |psf»rkletfe prepare^ 
Aqdjpin ih a fwjeet harmony > 

Let’s fill up each glais, and ground let if pafs. 

To all jmOP$ men that are free. 

To all honeft men that are free. 


CHORUS. 

. t s * ' s. .*■ 

Then a fig for all tho% wljp are frpe-n^l&sfoes. 
Our fecrets we’ll neyer uqpaftj 
But in unity we’U always agfpp, 

And chorus 'i^, profper our $irfc, pfpfper opr art ? 
And chorus it, proipyr our art. 

II. 


When we’re pro^dy ctoathed, $e mailer difclofes 

^ MW % his. h^ aft i 

[Thus weftand tfi^tdeleryes great applaufe. 

In which ^5 ?rj? happily hfcft 
In which, &c. 

Chor. Then » fig for all thole, Set, 

The 
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llie bible'i our guides ahd by. that we’ll abide. 
Which lhiews that our actions are pure ; 

't'heconipafi arid fquarei are emblems moft rarej 
Of juftice our caufe to irifure; 

Of juftkfe,&c. 

Chor. Then a fig'fbr afi tfidfej&c; 

. tV ; 

The Cowah may ftwve, nay plat and contrive. 

To find out ohf great myftery ; 

The inquifitive Wife,' may in' vain fpehd her life. 

For ftill toe’libe honeft and free. 

For ftiil, &Ci 

Chor. Then a fig for all thofey 8?C.' 

V; 

True brotherly love, we always approve. 

Which makes us all mortals excel j 

If a knave Ihould bycharice, to this grandeur advance,' 
That villain we’ll ftraightway expel. 

That villain, &c. 

Ghor. Then a fig, &c. 

. m . _ . . 

Our lodge that’s fo pure, to the end will endure, 

In virtue and true fecrecy \ 

Then let’s toaft a good health, with honour and wealthy 
To attend the bleft hands made us free. 

To attend, &c. 

Chor. Thin a fig for all thofe, &c, 


To each true and faithful hearty 
That Jlill preferves thefecret art, 

'3? XXVffi,^ 
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XXVIII. S O N G. l ' ; 

■' ' ' I. v ^ ; : 

King Solomon , that wife proje&ure. 

In mafonry topk'great delight ■, 

And Hiram , that great architeftor. 

Whole actions jhaU ever lhine- bright : • , 

From the heart of a" true honeft mafon. 

There’s none can the fecret remove j 
t>ur maxims are. juftice, morality, v 
Friendlhip, and brotherly love. 

Fa, la, la, &c. 

II. 

We meet- like true friends on the fquare. 

And part on a level that’s fair ; 

Alike we refpedt king and beggar, " " 

Provided they’re juft and lincere : . 

We fcom an ungenerous aftion, 

None can with free-mafons compare ; 

We love for to live within compafs. 

By rules that are honeft and fair. ' ...O 

Fa, la, la, &c. 

“ ■ . .{T 

: III. 

Succefs to all accepted mafons. 

There’s none can their honour pull down ; - 
Fore’er lince the glorious creation, 

. Tbefe brave Men were held in renown : 

% 

V - ’ WheQ 

Digitized by Google 



MASONS SONGS. ij j 

When Adam was king of all nations. 

He form’d a plAi with all fpeed ; 

And foon made a fweet habitation. 

For him and his companion 'Eve. 

Fa, la, la, &c. 

IV, 

We exclude all talkative fellows. 

That will babble and prate paft their wit} 

They ne’er fhall come into our fecret. 

For they’re neither worthy nor fit : 

But the perfons that’s well recommended. 

And we find them honeft and true ; 

When our lodge is well tyPd we’ll prepare ’em. 
Like mafons our work we’ll purfue. 

Fa, la, la, &c. 

V. 

There’s fome foolilh people rejedt us. 

For which they’re highly to blame j 
They cannot fliew any objedtion. 

Or reafon for doing the fame : 

The art’s a divine infpiration. 

As all honeft men will declare ; 

So here’s to all true-hearted brothers. 

That live within compafs and fquare. 

Fa, la, la, &c. 

*To all thofe who live within compafs and fquare. 
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X3TI& SCi NO. 

By brother #. P , ’fiKj^ 

tune. By Jove flf be free* " ; 

L" 

Of allinftitutioffS’ ttffdrW’WClf dfc’rtfin'cjj 
And nftkef usrtB evaytfrtUrirfdin’d ; 

None can 

Nor teach us fd'tftily Odr 'actions to fqfuarcT} 

For it wasf ordain'd By* oUr fotinddf-’s deCrCS^ 

That welhotiYdr b'e^oYd; be‘ loving,' atidfrde, 

b6* loving, arid freif, &c. 

n. 

We in harmony, friendQiip/and unity meet, 

- And every brother moft lovingly greet j 
And, when we' feeonC' in diftrCfs* ftill im£*rt 
Some comfort" to cheer arid dnKVen his' hdarcj 
Thus we always live andtfbr ever agree, 

Refolved to be loyal j molb toving,. and free, 

rftoftloving aikWree* dec, 

• 

JH. 

By points of good fellowship we ftiH accord, 

Obferving each brother’s true fign, grip,* and word % 
Which from our Great Architect was handed down. 

And ne’er will to any butwafons-be known ** 

Then here’s to our brethren of every degree,* 

,4Wfho always are loyal, are loving* and free, 

* are loving, and free, &c. 

’ • ' Thus 

• • Digitized by Gqogle 



0 0 j z$ 

IV. 

Tfcuswe interchangeably hold Pftc another, 

To let mafljrii^&e b$w we are bak'd t9 each brother} 
No monarch thgf fecret knot can untie. 

Nor can prying mpftal? the reafon kfl9W why *, 

For ppr.beam, li^ ogr ha|*ds, ftijLl united be} 
Still fccrct, £}U kqr$l» ftill loving, *nd fas, 

ftUUpving and free. Sec. 

T9 $11 free Jwirfmfw* &c- 

XXX. Song to the foregoing tune . 

By brother B-r^-d Clrr—ke. 

hflagnn ?ft veritas et praevalebit. 

I. 

To die fcience fhat virtue and art do maintain. 

Let the muff pay her tribute in foft gliding ftrain } 
Thofe myftjc perfections lb fond tp difplay. 

As far as allpwed tp poetical lay ; 

' Each profeffion and clafs of mankind muft agree. 

That mafons alpue are the men who are free, 

the men who are free, &c. 

y * 

n. 

Their origin they with great honour can trace. 

From the Sons of religion and lingular grace > 

Great Hiram and Solomon , virtue to prove. 

Made this the grand iecretof friendlhip and love; 

Each profeflion and clafs of mankiftd'lhuft agree. 

That mafons, of aft men, are certainly free, §rc. . • *■ ■ 

are certainly free," &c. 

The 
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III. 

The fmart and the beau, the coquet and the prut’*, 
The dull and the comic, the heavy and rude ; 

In vain may enquire, then fret, and delpife 
An art that’s ftill fecret ’gainft all they devife ; 
Each profeffion andclafs of mankind mult agree, ' 
That mafons, tlfo’ fecret, are loyal and free, 

are loyal and free, &c. 

IV. 

Commit it to thoufands of different mind. 

And this golden precept you’ll certainly find ; 

Nor intereft nor terror can make them reveal. 
Without juft admittance, what they fhould conceal ; 
Each profeffion and clafs of mankind imuft agree. 
That mafons alone are both fecret and free, 

both fecret and free, &c. 

V. - ■ 

Fair virtue and friendfhip, religion and love. 

The motive of this noble fcience ft ill prove •, 

’Tis the lock and key of the moft godly rules. 

And not to be trufted to knaves or to fools •, 

Each profeffion and clafs of mankind muft agree. 
That antient free-mafons are fteady and free, 

4 • are fteady and free, &c. 


VI. 

Th’ Ifr’lites diftinguifh’d their friends from their foes. 
By figns and charadters ; then fay why fhould thofo 
^f vice and unbelief be permitted to pry, 

Into fecrets that mafons alone fhould defcry v 
Each profeffion and clafs of mankind nvuft agree, . ' 
That mafons, of all men, are fecret aqd free, . 

* .a,re fecret arid free, &c. 


The 
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VII. 

The dunce he imagines, that fcience and art; 

Depend on fo'me conipaft or magical part ; 

Thus men are To' ftupid, to think that the caufe 
Of our conditution’s againd divine laws ; 

Each profeQion and clafe of mankind mud agree. 
That malons are jovial, religious, and free, 

religious, and free, &c. 

VIII. 

Pufti about the brifle bowl, let it circl’ing pafs ; 

Let each cholen brother lay hold on his glafs. 

And drink to the heart that will always conceal. 

And the tongue that our fecrets will ne’er reveal v 
Each prOfeflion and clafs of mankind mud agree. 
That the ions of old Hiram are certainly free, 

are certainly free, &c. 

So the innocent and faithfid crafts , &c. 

XXXI. SONG. 

By Brother J 

5Ta»e. Rule Britannia, 



t 

Vfhtn earth’s foundation fird was laid. 

By the Almighty artid’s hand j ; 

It was then pyr perfect, our perfect laws were made, * . . 

Edablilh'd by his drift command. 

Hail J my%rious hail ! glorious mafonty. 

That makes us ever great and free. „ * 

T ' M . 

Digitized by Google 


13$ A Choice Collection of 

II, 

As man throughout for fhelter fought, 

•In vain from place to place did roam ; 
Until from heaven, from heaven he was taught, 
To plan, tjo build, and fix his home- 
Hail! myfterious, &c. 


III. 


Hence illuftrious 


tofe our art. 


'And BOw in beauteous piles appear ; 
Which fhall to endlefs, tio endlefs tihie impart^ ■ 
How worthy and how great we are. 


Had! myfterious, &e. 


;v ' iv. 

Nor we Iefe fam’d for ev’ryrtie, 

By which the human thought is bound ; 

Love, truth, and friendfhiip, and friendlhip focially, 
Doth join our.hearts^and hands around. 

Hail! myfteridus, &c.. i ‘‘ ; ' 


■ - V. ; " • 

Our a&jjMis foil by Yirt5*e blejfe ■} . 

And to our precepts ever true •, 

The world admiring, admiring (hall requeft 
To’ learn, and our bright paths purfoe. 
Hail! myftefious, &c. 

r' v . . . . / - - ~ ' * 

To all ’ true mafons and upright , 

Who f am the eaji •where rife the light. 




XXXII. . Song Y : 

(l • ' j, 4 
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XXXII. £ 0 N p. 

t 

Come boys let us more liquor get. 

Since jovially we are all met,. 

Since jovially, &c. 

Here pone will difagree \ 

Let's drink arid ling, and all combine. 

In longs to pyahe that art divine. 

In fongs, &c. 

That’s cdl’diree-m^inry;- 

^ ii. * 

True knowledge. fe£ted.Ifi'the*head, 

Do tgach Us mafon$how to-tfead. 

Do teach, &c. I i 

The pathsWe oughtto go %. 

By which.we ever friends create, 

Drpwhrcare and ftrifc, arid all debate, 

Drowji eaace* i8?Cr r ; . 

Count none but $}ol& our foe. 

■ ■ - ; in. ^ - * 

Here fbirOw knows not how to;weep. 

And Watchful grief is IvdPd alkfep. 

And watchful, -£^r. 

In opr lodge we kriow no eare y 
Join hapd in hand before we part, . V 

Each brother take his glafs with; heart, 

J&ach brother, &e 

Aod^toaft lornecharming ^ 

' T 2 '•* : . ' Hear 
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IV. 

Hear me ye gods, apd whilft I line 
Good maibns and good liquor give. 

Good mafons, &c. 

Then always happy me j 
Likewife a gentle lhe I crave, 

Until I'm fummon’d to my grave. 

But when Pm ' &c. 

Adieu my lodge and lhe. - 

To each charming Fair and faithful Jhe , 

That loves the craft oj mafonry. 

XXXIII. SONG, 

I. 

Guardian genius of our art divine. 

Unto thy faithful Ions appear \ 

Ceafe now o’er ruins of the eaft to pine. 

And fmile in blooming ' beauties here. 

II. 

Egypt , Syria, and proud Babylon , 

No more thy bUlsful prefence claim j 
Jn England fix thy ever-during throne, 

"Where Myriads do confels thy name, 

III. 

The fciences from eaftern regions brought. 
Which, after Ihewn in Greece and Rome , 

Are here in feveral ftately lodges taught \ 

To which remoteft brethren come. - 

Behold 
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IV, 

Behold what ftrength our rifing domes uprears, 
’Till mixing with the azure Ikies j 
Behold what beauty thro* the whole appears. 

So wifely built they muft furprife. 

V. 

Nor are we only to thefe arts confin’d. 

For we the paths of virtue trace ; 

By us man’s rugged nature is refin’d. 

And poliih’d into love and peace. 

T9 the incroafe of perpetual friendjhtp, and peace 
amongjl the antient craft. 

XXXIV. 

Ad ODE on MASONRY, 

By brother J. Banks. 

Genius of mafonry defcend. 

In myftic numbers while we fing ; 

Enlarge our fouls, the craft defend. 

And hither all thy influence bring ; 

With focial thoughts our bofoms fill. 

And give thy turn to every will. 

While yet Batavia's, wealthy .powers, 

Negleft thy beauties to explore •, 

And winding Seine adorn’d with towers. 
Laments thee wandering from his Ihore j 
JHere fpread thy wings and glad thefe ifles. 
Where arts refide an 4 freedom fmilgs. 

Behold 
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- Behold the lodge rife into view. 

The work of induftry and art ; 

’Tis grand, and regular, and true, 

• For fo is each good mafon’s heart ; 
Friendfhip cements it from the ground. 
And fecrecy fhall fence it round. 

A ftately dome o’er-looks our eaft. 

Like orient Pbeebus in the morn ; 

And two tall pillows in the weft. 

At once fupport us and adorn ; 

Upholden thus the ftrufture ftands. 
Untouch’d by facrilegious hands. 

For concord form’d our fouls agree. 

Nor fate this union flaall deftroy j 
Our toils and fports alike are free, - 
And all is harmony and joy j 
So Salem ’ s temple role by rule. 

Without the. noife of noxious tool. 

As when Amphion tun’d his long, 

Ev’n rugged rocks the mufic knew j 
Smooth into form they glide along. 

And to a Thebes the defart grew ; 

So. at the found of Hiram ' s voice. 

We rife, we join, and we rejoice. 


. Then may our vows to virtue move. 

To virtue own’d jn all her parts *, 

Come candour, innocence, and love. 

Come and poflefs our faithful hearts,! 

Mercy 
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Mercy, who feeds the hungry poor. 

And filence, guardian of the door. 

As thou Afrrda, tho’ from earth. 

When men on men began to prey ; 

Thou fled’ft to claim celeflial birth, 

Down from Olympus wing’d thy way ; 

And mindful of thy ancient feat. 

Be prefent Hill where mafons meet. 

Immortal fcience too, be near*, 

W-e own thy empire o’er the mind 
Drefs’d in thy radient robes appear. 

With all thy beauteous train behind ; 

Invention young and blooming there, 

Heie’s Geometry with rule and fquarc. 

In Egypt’s Fabric learning dwelt, 

And Roman breads cou’d virtue hide; 

But Vulcan’s rage thefruilding felt, 

And Brutus laft of Romans died ; 

Since when, difpers’d the lifters rove. 

Or fill paternal thrones above. - • 


But loft to half of human race. 

With us the virtues lhall revive ; 

And driven no more from place to place. 
Here fcience lhall be kept alive ; 

And manly tafte, the child of fenfe, ’ 
Shall banilh vice and dulnefs hence. 


United thus and for thefe ends. 
Let fcorn deride and envy rail ; 
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From age to age the craft defcends. 

And what we build lhall never fail ; 

Nor lhall the world our works furvey, 

But every brother keeps the key. 

To each faithful br other , both ancient and young ; 
That governs bis paJJton t and bridles his tongue . 

XXXV. 

The PROGRESS of MASONRY. 

I. 

Pray lend me your ears my dear brethren awhile* 
Full fober my fenfe tho’ joaking my ftyle % 

I fipg of fuch wonders unknown to all thole. 

Who Butter in verfe or who hobble in prole. . 

Derry down, down, down deiry down. 

II. 

As all in confufion the chaos yet lay, 

E’re everting and morning had made the firft day j 
The unform’d materials lay tumbling together. 

Like lo many Dutchmen in thick foggy weather. 
Derry down, &c. 

IIL 

When to this confulion no end there appear’d. 

The fovereign mafon’s word fudden was heard *, 

Then teem’d mother chaos with maternal throws. 
By which this great lodge of the worlcf then arofe. 
Defry down, 8tc. 


Then 
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Thett earth and the heavens with Jubile rurtg, 

And all the creation of Mafonry fungj 
When lo ! to eompleat and adorn the gay bail* 

Old Adam was made the gfand-mafter of all 
Derry down, &c. 

V. 

feut Satan met Eve when Ihe was a gadding, 

And fet her (as fince, all her daughters) a madding; 
To find ou't the fecrets of free-mafonry 
She eat of the fruit of the forbidden tree* > 

Derry down, &c. 

VI. 

Then as fhe was filled with high flowing fancies. 

As e’er was*fond girl who deals in Romances ; 

She thought her with knowledge fufficiently cram’d 

And faid to her fpoule. My dear eat and be d cL 

Derry down, &c. 

VII. 

feut Adam aftoriifh’d like one ftruck with thunder. 
Beheld her from head to foot over with wonder ; 
Now you have done this thing. Madam, faid he. 

For your fake no women, free-mafons fhall be. 

Derry down* &V. . 

VIII. 

Now as Ihe bewail’d her in forowful ditty, 

The good man beheld her, and on her took pity j 
Free-mafons are tender, fo for the fad dame 
He made her an apron to cover her fliame. 

Derry down, &c. 

* U Then 


Digitiz byVjOOQlC 



146 > A Choice Collection of 

IX. 

Then did they folace in mutual joys, 

Till in procefs of time they had two chopping boys; 
The prieft of the parifh, as gofiips devis’d, 

By Names Cain and Abel the youths circumcis’d. 
Derry down, &c. 

X. 

Old father Setb next mounts on the ftage. 

In manners fevere, but in mafonry fage ; 

He built up two pillars, they were tall and thick. 
One was made of Hone the other of brick. 

Derry down, &c. 

XL 

On them he engrav’d with wonderful lkill. 

Each lib’ral fcience with adamant quill } 

Proportion and rule he form’d’ by the fquare. 

And directed the ufeof all mafonry there. 

Derry down, £s?c. 

XII. 

But foon did mankind behave paft enduring. 

In drinking, in fwearing, in fighting and whoring ; 
Then Jove arofe, and, fierce in his Anger, 

Said, ‘That be wou'd fuffer fucb mifcreants no longer. 
Derry down, &c. 

XIII, 

Then from their high windows the heavens did pour. 
Forty days and nights one continual fhower } 

Till nought could be feen but the waters around. 
And in this great deluge moft mortals were drown’d. 
Derry down, - 

Sure 

X . 
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Sure ne’er was beheld fo dreadful a light. 

As the old world in fuch a very odd plight ; 

For there were to be feen all animals fwimming. 
Men, monkeys, priefts, lawyers, cats, lapdogs, and 

[women. 

Derry- down, &c. ' 

XV. 

There floated a debtor away from his duns. 

And next father grey-beard ftark naked ’midft nuns; 
Likewife a poorhulband not minding his life, 
Contented in drowning to lhake off his wife. , 

Derry down, . &c. 

XVI. ‘ , 

A king and a cobler next mingled to view 
And fpendthrift young heirs there were not a few ; 
A whale and a dutchman came down with the tide. 
And a reverend old Bilhop by a young wench’s fide. 
Derry down, &c. 

XVII. 

But Noah being wifeft, faithful, and upright. 

He built him an Ark fo flout and fo tight ; 

Tho’ heaven and earth feem’d to cgme together. 

He was fafe in his lodge and fear’d not the weather. 
Derry down. See. 

XVIII. 

Then after the flood, like a brother fo true. 

Who ftillhad the good of the craft in his view, 

He delved the ground and he planted the vine. 

He form’d a lodge, aye and gave his lodge wine. 
Derry down, &c. 

U 2 yJ Let 
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XIX, 

Let ftatefmen tofs, tumble, and jumble the ball | ’ 

We fit fafe in our lodge, and we laugh at them all > 
Let biihops wear lawn fleeves, and kings have their 
Ointment, 

Free-mafonry fure is by heavens appointment, 

Derry down, &c. 1 


XX. 

Now charge my dear brethren and chqrus with me, 
A health to all mafons both honeft and free ; 

Nor be lefs our duty unto our good king. 

So God blefs Great George let each brother fing, 
Derry down, &c. 

ST 0 the King and the (raft ( as the Mafier Sqtjtg) 


XXXVI. SONG. 

By brother L ; — D— — , 

Tune. Mutual Love. 

1. 

As Mafons once on Sbinar's plain. 

Met to revive their arts again, 

Did mutually agree. 

Did mutually, &c. 

So now we met in Britain's Ifle, 

And make the royal craft to fmile. 

In antient mafonry. 

In antient, &c. 

The 
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The mafons in this happy land. 

Have reviv’d the antient grand. 

And the ftrong 'Tufcan laid. 

And the, &c. 

Each faithful brother by a fign, 
Tike Salem's fons each other join. 
And foon each order made. 

And foon, &c. 


III. 

Thrice happy bleft fraternity, 

"Whole bafis is fweet unity. 

And makes us all agree, 

•> And makes, &c. 

Kings, dukes, and lords to us are kind, 
As we to beggars when we find. 

Them {kill’d in mafonry. 

Them (kill’d, &c. 


IV, 

How happy are the ancient brave, 

Whom no Cowan can deceive. 

And may they fo remain. 

And may, &c, 

No modern craftfman e’er did know, 

What frgns our mailers to us Ihew, 

Tho’ long they drove ih vain, 

Tho’ long, &c. 

The 
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V. 

The hom’d Buck and Gallicari *, 

As the monkey imitates the man, 

Their clubs do lodges call. 

Their clubs, &c. 

Whiie'antient mafons know full well. 

No fools like thofe amongft them dwell. 
No, no, nor never (hall. 

No, no, nor never fhall. 


VI. 

My brethren all take glafs in hand, • 

And toaft our noble matter grand. 

And in full chorus fing. 

And in &c. 

A Health to ancient mafons free. 

Throughout the globe where’er they be. 

And fo God fave the King, 

And fo God fave the King. 

To all antient Mafons , •wherefoever difpers'd or 
opprefs'd round the Globe, 65c. 


* Here is meant a certain Club who call themfelves 
Antigallic Mafons, and not the laudable Aflociation of Anti- 
gallicans, whom I efteem as an honourable and ufeful Society 
apd worthy oflmitation. 


XXXVI. 
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XXXVII. SONG. 

By the foregoing Hand. ' 

Tune. Greedy Midas. 

I. 

With harmony and flowing wine, 

My brethren all come with me Join ; 

To celebrate this happy day. 

And to bur matter homage pay. 

II. 

Hail ! happy, happy, facred place. 

Where friendlhip fniiles in ev’ry fgcej 
And royal art doth fill the chair. 

Adorned with his noble fquare. 

III. 

Next ling my mule our warden’s praile, 

W ith chorus loud in tuneful lays ; 

Oh ! may thefe columns ne’er decay. 

Until the world difiblves away, 

IV. 

My brethren all come join with me. 

To ling the praife of mafonry ; 

The noble, faithful, and the brave 
Whofe arts fhall live beyond thegrlve. 

Let 
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Let envy hide her lhameful face. 

Before us ancient fons of Peace ; 

Whofe golden precepts ftill remain. 

Free from envy, pride, or ftain. 

To Salemn’j Sons, &c. 

XXXVIII. SONG. 

By the foregoing Hand. 

Tune. Ye mortals that love drinking. 

I. 

Ye ancient Sons of Tyre, 

In chorus join with me : . 

And imitate your fire. 

Who was fam’d for mafonry : 

His antient dilates follow, 

And from them never part) 

Let each fing like Apllo , 

And praife the royal art. 

II. 

Like Salem's fecond ftory, - 

We raife the craft again ; 

WJiich (till retains its glory, 

The fecret here remain : . - 

Among!! true ancient mafons, 

Who always did difdain 
Thefe ritew invented fafhions j 
y/hich we know are vain. 

Our 
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Our Temple now rebuilding. 

You fee grand Columns * rife 
The Magi theyxefembling. 

They are both good and wife : 

' Each feetn as firm as Atlas > 

Who on his fhoulders bore ' 

The ftarry frame of heaven ; 

What mortals can-do more ? 

In- 
come now my loving brethren. 

In chorus join all round v 
„ With flowing Wine .full bumpers. 

Let mafon’s healths be crown’d j 
And let each envious Cowan, 

By our good A&ions fee ; 

That we are made free and loving. 

By art of Malbnry. 

To the Memory of P. H. Z, L. and J. A,. 
XXXIX. SONG. 

To the tune of the Enter’d ’Prentice, 

From the depths let us raife. 

Our voices and' praife. 

The works of the glorious creation^ 

And extol the great fame. 

Of our maker’s great name. 

And his love to an accepted mafon. 

X „ In 

* Grand Officers* 
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II. 

In primitive times. 

When men by high crimes. 

Had caufed a great devaftation ; 

When thfe floods did abound. 

And all mankind were drown’d 
Save the free and the accepted mafons. 

III. 

There were architects four. 

Where billows did roar. 

Were faved from that great inundation j 
Who’s father from on. high. 
Taught Geometry, 

That honour’d fcience of a mafon. 

IV. 

In an ark that was good. 

Made of good Gopher wood. 

And was built by divine ordination. 

And the firft in his time, 

Tliat planted a vine. 

Was a free and an accepted Mafon. 

V. 

Then Nimrod th£ great ' 

Did next undertake 
To build him to heav’n a ftation j 
hut tongues of all kind. 

Prevented his mind. 

For die was no excellent mafon. 


Whea 
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VI. 

When Pharaoh the king 
Of Egypt, did bring 
To bondage our whole generation ; 

That king got a fall. 

And his magicians all. 

By a princely and learned wife maibn. 

VII. 

Then thro* the Red-Sea , 

Heav’n guided their way. 

By two Pillarfc of divine ordination ; 

And Pharaos great Train, 

Were loft in the main. 

For purfuing an army of mafons. 

VIII. 

When Ameleck ' s king. 

Great forces did bring, 

Likewife the great Midianite nation j 
Thofe kings got a fall. 

And their great armies all. 

And their wealth fell a fpoil to thofe mafons. 

IX. 

In the plains they did rear 
A pavilion fair. 

The beauty of all the creation ; 

Each Part in its fquare. 

Which none cou’d prepare. 

Save a free and an accepted mafon. 

X 2 ^ Xing 
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X. 

King 'Solomon, he 
Was known to be free, 

Built a holy grand lodge in his nation • 

Each beautiful part ’ 

Was due to the art 
Of Hiram the great learned mafon: 

XJ. 

They to Jordan did go. 

And met their proud Foe, 

And fought the great Canaanite nation * ' 
Whole gigantic ftrain * 

Cou’d, never fullain v 
The Force of an Army of mafbns. 

XII. 

Then let each mafon that’s free, 

Toaft his memory. 

Join hands without diffimulation $ 

Let Cowans think on. 

We know they are wrong. 

Prink a health to an accepted mafon. 

XIII. 

But if any fo mean. 

Thro’ avarice or ftain, 

Shou’d debafe himfelf in this high ftation. 

That perfon fo mean. 

For fuch curfed gain, 

Should be flain by the hand of a mafon. 

Jo all true and faithful Mafons. 

XL. Son 
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XL. SON G. 

I. 

*Tis mafpnry unites mankind. 

To gen’rous a&ions forms the foul j 
-In friendly converfe all conjoin’d. 

One Ipirit animates the whole. 

II. 

Where-e’er afpiring domes arile, 
Where-ever facred altars ftand; 

. Thofe altars blaze unto the (kies, 

Thofe Domes proclaim the maibn’s hand. 

III. 

A? paffions rongh the foul difguife. 

Till fcience cultivates the mind; 

So the rude ftone unlhapen lies. 

Till by the mafon’s Art refin’d. 


IV. 

Tho’ ftill our chief concern and care. 
Be to deferve a brother’s name; 

Yet ever mindful of the fair. 

Their kindeft influence we claim. 

y. 


Let wretches at our manhood rail ; 
But they who once our order prove, 
"Will own that we who build fb well. 
With equal energy can love. 
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VI. 

Sing brethren then the craft divine, 
(Beft band of focial joy and mirth) ; 
With choral found and cheerful wine. 
Proclaim its virtues o’er the earth. * 


XLI. SONG. 

I. 

Once I was blind and cou’d not fee. 

And all was dark around ; 

But providence did pity me. 

And foon a friend I found ; 

Thro’ fecret paths my friends me led 5 
Such Paths as bablers never tread. . 

II. 

All ftumbling blocks he took away. 
That I might walk fecure ; 

And brought me long e’er break of day. 
To wifdom’s temple door ; 

Where there we both admittance found. 
To myftic Paths on hallow’d ground. 


III. 

Tho’ haughty in my bold attempt, 

Bleft thoughts did me alarm ; 

Which hinted I was not exempt 
(If ralh) from double harm ; 

Which quickly ftopt my rifing pride. 

And made me truft more to my guide. 

In 
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IV. 

In folemn pace I was led up. 

And pafs’d thro’ the bright dome, 

But loon I was obliged to flop. 

Till I myfelf made known j 
Then round in ancient form was brought, 
For to obtain that which I fought. 

V. 

With humble heart in proper form, 

I liften’d with good will* 

And found, indead of noife and dorm, 
That all was hulh’d and dill ; 

And foon a heav’nly found did hear. 
That quite difpell’d all doubt and fear. 

VI. 

The guardian of this myftic charm, . 

In fhining jewels dreft; 

Said, that I need fear no harm. 

If faithful was my bread ; 

For tho’ to rogues he was fevere. 

No harm an honed man need fear. 

* VII. 

Bright wifdom from his awful Throne, 

Bid darknefs to withdraw ; 

No fooner faid but it was done. 

And then — great things I fawj 
But what they were — I now won’t tell. 
But fafely in my bread fhall dwell. 


Then 
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VIIL 

Then round and round me did he tie 
‘ An ancient noble charm j 
Which future darknefs will defy. 

And ward of cowans harm ; 

With InftrOments in number three* 

To learn the urt of Geometry. 

< XLM. SONG.: 

By Brothex j/ilettander Kettmfy,, Schoohnaftcr. 

I. 

* f 

Attend, loving brethren, and to me give ear, 

Our work being ended, lets lay afide'care ; 

Let mirth and good humour our fenfes regale. 

And mind that our fecrets we never reveal. 

And mind 

II. - 

With leave of his worftrip that- there fills the chair. 
Who governs our aftions by cortrpafs and fquare; 

We’ll fing-a feVr vfcffes in mafonry’s praile. 

Not fond of ambition we look for no bays. 

Not fond, &V. 

III. 

Our ancient grand mafter, infpir’d by the Lord, 

On holy Moriah , as in leripture declar’d, 

The ftupendious ftrufture began for to frame, 

In the month call’d Z//, and fourth year of his reign. 
In the &c. 

With 
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iV. 

With level ind fquare the foundation began. 

In length fixty cubits, breadth nineteen and One ; 
Here mafonry fhin’d above all other afts, , 

So fublime the great fecret the artift imparts. 

So fublime &c. 

V. 

Old Hiram of king David’s great friend* 

Did Fir, Pine ahd Cedar front Lebanon fend 
To build the fanCtorum by mafonry** fkill, 

Subfequent unto the great architect's will* 

Subfequent &V. 

VI. 

One hundred and fifty-three thoufand fix hundred 
Employ’d for the temple, we find they were number’d;' 
With crafts many thoufands and bearers of loads. 

And matters fix hundred the text does record. 

And mafters &c. ■ 

VII: 

Who form’d thenlfelves into lodges they fay. 

Some eaft and fome weft, fome north and fouth Way, 
In lovd, truth and jufticego fuccefsfully on, 

In all well govern’d kingdoms that‘s under the fun; 

In all &V. 

VIII* . 7 

Now let the brifk bumper go merrily' round* . . 

May our worthy mafter in honour abound, . . ■ . 

May his inftruCtive precepts to virtue us move 
To live like true brethren in Friendfhip and' love . 1 
To live &V. ■ 3r - 

Y Let 
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IX. 

Let moderns and critics with impious rage, 

Amufe the vain town and againft us engage;. 

Let Prichard and’s followers apoftates profane 
With falfe tenets puzzle each lethargic brain. 

With falfe &c. 

X. 

All health to our brethren of e’ery degree, ’ 
Difpers’d round the globe, or land, or by fea ; 
Preferve them, ye powers, their virtues improve. 
When we part on the level we may all meet above, 
[When we 6fr. 


XLIII. S O N G. . 

By Brother John Jacjtfbft, S. G.. W« 

'■ ’ ' . l • ; - 

See in the eaft the mafter plac’d, . 

How graceful unto us the fight,; N 
His wardens juft he doth intruft, • 

. His noble orders to fet right. 

Where-e’er he lift, his deacons ftraightway run. 
To fee the lodge well tyl’d and work begun. 

II. 


Like tyre's fons we then purfue 
The npble fciehce we profefi. 

Each mafon to his calling true 
Down? to the loweft from the beft 
Square, pllim, and level we do all maintain. 
Emblems of Juftice are and Ihall remain. . - 

: : . King 
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King Salomon the great mafon 
Honour unto the Craft did raife. 

The Syrian prince and widow's fan : 

Let ev*ry brother jointly praife 
Drink to the memory of ah the three. 

And toaft their names in glalfes charg'd full high. 

XLIV. SONG. 

By Brother John Cartwright of Cheadle in Lancajhire . 
~ Tune. Smile Britannia. 

' V '■ 

Attend, attend the drains 
Ye mafoos free, whildl 
To celebrate your fame. 

Your virtues found on high ; 

Accepted mafons free and bold, 

.Will never live the dupes to gold. 

It 

Great Solomon the king. 

Great architect of fame ; 

. Of whom all coafts did ring. 

Rever’d a mafon’s name : 

Like him, accepted, free, and bold. 

True wifoom we prefer to gold. 

Y * "Sinc<? 
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ni. 

Since him thp great and wifi;- . .. 

Of every age apd clime, . . .. 

With^me,th4tneverdies»-.... 

Purfued-the ajrt fublimev -j 
Infpir’d by heay’n, juft and free, ' „ 

I^ve honoured rn^ch oht tnyftcry, .. 

[ ■ : JV. v 

The gloripit!»-paths.of th,ofe, r ■ 

With heav’n-born wifdom crown’d j 
~ " We eviJi^.dEQyidifclpfe,. \ i . 

And tieqd on, facred gjmmdy 
A mafon, righteous juft and free,'' *. 

Or elfe not worthy mafonry. 

: XLy,7 : S-0 N . • 

By the ' foregoing Hand, 

Tme. TherJfonhy Broom;’ 

}.' q :. '* 3 i :'.i i 

: ; ■■ I : 

To mafonry your voices raife, 

Ye brethren of the craft ; . 

To that, and our great mafter’s praife. 

Let bumpers now be tjuaff’4 ? 

True friendfhip, love and concord join’d, 
PdBefs a mafons heart ; . 

Thofe virtues beautify the muid. 

Arid ftill adorn the arc. 

- CHORUS. 
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Hail, all hail* my brethren dear* 

All hail to ye alway ; 

Regard the art, while ye have life, ' 

Revere it every jsJaJ’. ’ 

II. 

Whilft thus in unity we join, 

Our hearts fttllgobd and true; 

Inljured by the grace divine, 

. And no bafe ends in view i 
We friendly meet, purfelyes employ. 

To improve the fruitful mind; 

With bleffingS which cart never cloy. 

But dignify mankind. • 

Chor. Hail, ah hail, * 

m. 

No flinty hearts amongft us are, 

We’re generous and kind; 

The needy man our fortune lhares, ' 

If him we worthy find J 

Our charity from eaft to weft, 

To each worthy objedt we 
Piffijfe, as is the great ibeheft, 

To every man that’s free. 
fbor. Hail, all Hail. &c. 

IV. 

Thus blefs’d ami bleffing well we know,’ 

Our joys can never end ; 

For long as vital fpirits flow, 

. A mafon finds a friend* 

; ‘ ' * Then 
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Then join your hearts and tongues with mine. 
Our glorious act to ptaife; 

Difcreetly take the generous wine. 

Let region rule your ways. 

Chorus. Hail, all hail, i£c. / 


XL VI. 

An ODE by the fount Hand* 

RE C IT A T IV E. 

Blefc’d. be the day that gave to me 
The fccrets of finee-raafonry j 
In that alone m’ ambition’s plac’d. 

In that alone let me be grac’d 
No greater tide let me bear. 

Than What’s pertaining to the fijuare. 

AIR. 

Tho’ envious Mortals vainly try. 

On us to csft atblurdity, 

’ We laugh at all their fpleen ; 

The levell’d man, the upright heart. 

Shall ftill adorn our glorious art. 

Nor mind their vile chagrint 
The ermin’d robe, the -rev ’rend Crozier too, 
Hayeprov’d us noble, honeft, juft, and true. 

C H O R U S. 

✓ ^ 

In vain then Jet prejudic’d mortals declare 
Their hat^ of us mafons, we’re truly fmcere; 

If 
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i 

If for that they defpife us, their folly they prove. 

For a mafon’s grand maxim is brotherly love ; 

But yet, after all, if they’d fain be thought wife. 

Let them enter the lodge, and we’ll open their eyes,' 

XLVil. SONG. 

I. 

How blefs’d are we from ignorance free’d 
And the bafe Notions of mankind. 

Here every virtuous moral deed 
Inftru&s and fortifies the mind ; 

Hail ! antient hallow’d folemn ground. 

Where light and mafbnry I found. 

IL 

\ 

Hence vile detraftors from us fly. 

Far to the gloomy Shades of night 
Like owls that hate the mid-day fky. 

And fink with envy from its light; 

With them o’er graves and ruins rot. 

For hating knowledge you know not. 

III. 

When we aflemble on a hill. 

Or in due form upon the plain ; 

Our matter doth with learned fkill 
The fecret plan and work explain 
Nobufyeye, nor cowan’s ear. 

Can our grand myftery fee or hear. 

bur 
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IV. 

Our tabic deck’d with Ihinirig truth. 

Sweet emblems that elate the heart; 

While each attentive lift’ning youth 
Burtis to perform his worthy part. 

Refolving with religious care. 

To live by compafs, rule and fqiiare. 

V. 

Our mafter watching in the eaft* 

The golden ftreaks of riling fun ; 

To fee his men at labour plac’d. 

Who all like willing crafts doth run : 

Oh ! may his wifdom ever be 
Honour tb us and mafonry. 

VI. 

Not far from him as Gnomon true. 

Beauty Hands with watchful eye. 

Whole cbearful voice our lpirits renew* 

And each his labour doth lay by: 

His kind refrelhing office Hill, 

Jnlpires each craft iii .mafon’s fldll. 

VII. 

See in the weft our oblong’s length. 

The brave Corinthian pillar Hands 
The lodges friend and greateft ftrengt'h. 
Rewarding crafts with liberal hands ; 

Sure this our lodge muft lafting be. 

Supported by thefe Columns three. 

" As 
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VIII. 

As Bees from flowers honey brings* 

Sweet treafure to their matter’s ftore; 

So mafons do all facred things. 

And wonders from the diftant fliores ; 

To enrich the lodge with wifdom’s light. 

Where babling folly’s loft in night. 

IX. 

Each Roman chief did proudly view 
Their temples riling to the Iky, 

And as they nations did fubdue, . . 

They rais’d triumphal arches high j 
Which got us malbns fuch a name. 

As vies with mighty C^efar's fame. 

X. 

\ 

* The kings who rais’d Diana's columns. 

With royal art, by- (kilful hands ; 

As priefts recorded in their volumes. 

And poets fung to diftant lands: 

Th’ adoring world that did them fee. 

Forgot the enlhrin’d deity. 

XI. 

Such is our boaft, my brethren dear. 

Fellows to kings and princes too. 

The mailer’s gift -was proud to wear. 

As now the great and noble do; 

The great the noble and the fage. 

Masons rever’d from age to age. 

Z CHflRUSi 

* The Temple of Diana , at Epbefus. 
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CHORUS. 

Then to each brother in diftrefs, ' 

Throughout the nations parts or climes. 

Charge Brethren to his quick redrefs. 

As mafons did in antient times •, 

- From want and hardfhips fet them free, 

Blefs’d with health and mafonry. 

Nor once forget the lovely fair, 

Divinely made of Adam' s bonei 
Whofe heav’nly looks can baniih care. 

And eafe the fighing lovers moan •, 

To them whofe foft enjoyment brings 
Us heroes, architects and kings. 

XLVIII. SONG. 

By Brother E P >— 

I. 

Come fill up a bumper, and let it go round. 

Let mirth and good fellowship always abound ; 

And let the world fee. 

That free-mafonry, 

Doth teach honeft hearts to be jovial and free. 

II. . 

Our lodge now compos’d of honeft free hearts. 

Our mafter moft freely his fecrets imparts ; 

And fo we improve. 

In knowledge and love. 

By help from our mighty grand mafter above. 

- Let 
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III. 

Let honour and friendlhip eternally reign. 

Let each brother mafon the truth fo maintain ; 
That all may agree. 

That free-mafonry. 

Doth teach honeft hearts to be jovial and free. 

IV. 

In mirth and good fellowship we will agree. 

For none are more bleft or more happy than we j 
And thus we’ll endure. 

While our actions are pure. 

Kind heaven thofe bleffings to us doth infure. 


XLIX. SONG. 

I. 

Urania fing, fing the art divine. 

Beauty, ftrength and wifdom grace each line ; 

Soar higher than Jove's fam’d bird can go, 

Tho’ out of fight, his flight’s too low 
Boaft Ubiquerians from this your pedigree. 

But we from Jove take mafonry. 

II. 

When the great architeft defign’d 
Brooding nature’s plan, and made mankind j 
Then he ordain’d the mafon’s orders fair* 

For mafonry was all his care ; , 1 

Z 2 By 
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By omtlifcience and free-mafonry. 

The jarring elements he made agree. 

III. 

The Almighty, by mafonry, did fcheme 
His holy dwelling place, and heav’n did name j 
Made many manfions, which he fupplied with light. 
Proceeding from his Efience bright, ' : 

With Ihining ftars adorn’d the vaulted Ikies ; 

To raife our wonder and furprife. 

IV. 

By Mafonry, this ftupendious Ball 
He pois’d on geometry, and meafur’d all 
With lines eaft and weft ; allb from north to fouth. 
This fpacious lodge he meafur’d out; 

And adorned with precious jewels three. 

As ufeful lights in mafonry. 

■ ’ v: 

To rule the day the Almighty made the fun. 

To rule the night he alfo made the moon ; 

And god-like Adam , a mafter mafon free. 

To rule and teach Pofterity; 

San&ity of reafon, and majefty of thought, 
Amongft free-mafons Ihould be fought. 


VI. 

In the deluge, where mortals loft their lives, 

God fav’d four worthy mafons and their wives j 
And in the ark great Noah a lodge did hold, 

Sbem and Japheth his wardens we are told ; 

And 
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And Ham , as tyler, order’d tofecure 
From all their wives the fecret door* 

VII. 

When IfraeFs fons were held in flavery, 

God fent his word and fign to fet them free; 
Nightly by fire, and in a cloud by day. 

He pav’d his lov’d free-mafons way ; 

Thro’ the Red-Sea , with wond’rous myftery, 

; From Pharaoh’s yoke he fet them free. 

VII!. 

On Horeb’s mount great Mofes did ftand. 

With warden’s twain and rod of God in hand ; 
Devoutly pray’d by word and fign to heav’n. 

While to his deputy, conqueft was giv’n ; 

When on mount Nebo he faw the land and died, 
Jehovah did his time provide. 

IX. 

The world’s great wonders, mankind agree. 

Their beauties owe to the art of mafonry ; 

Ephefus ’ temple, the walls of Babylon , 

And labyrinths wond’rous works unknown ; 

The Pyramids, Maufoleum, and fam’d ColoJJus high, 
And Olimpius greeting the azure Iky, 

, By 

* And fo foon as ever the day began to break, Noah flood 
tip towards the body of Adam\ and before the Lord, he and 
jjis fons, Shem, Harris and Japheth , and Noah , prayed, &c. 
And the women anfwered, from another part of the ark* 
Amen, LORD, — Vide Caten. Arab, C. xxv. fol.56. b. > 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



174 ^ Choice Collection of 

X. 

By God’s command and free malonry, 

, The temple had moft exa£t fymmetry •, 

In orders rais’d by Hyram’s mighty art. 

From nature’s rude materials ftart; 

The world’s wonders before were deem’d but feven. 
Till this grand fabric made them even. 

XL 

Come charge, charge your glafles (peedily. 

To all true brothers (killed in mafonry ; 

Likewife the king, long happy may he reign. 

Old England 9 s glory to maintain ; 

In order (land, you know the antient charge. 

Pay due refpeit to mighty George. 


L. 

An O , D E. 

i. 

' Wake the lute and quivering ftrings, 

Myftic Truths Urania brings ; 

' Friendly vifitant to thee. 

We owe the depths of mafonry: 

Faireft of the virgin choir. 

Warbling to the golden lyre j 
Hail divine Urania hail. 

Here, / 
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II. 

Here in friendfliip’s facred bower. 
Thy downy wing’d and fmiling hour 
Mirth invites, arid focial fong, 
Namelefs myfteries among : 

Crown the bowl and fill the glafs. 

To ev’ry virtue, ev’ry grace; 

To the brotherhood reiound 
Health, and let it thrice go round. 

III. 

We reftore the times of old,' 

The blooming glorious age of gold; 
As the new creation free, 

Bleft with gay Eupbrofine ; 

We with god-like fcience talk. 

And with fair JJtrea walk ; 
Innocence adorns the day. 

Brighter than the (miles of May. 

IV. 

Pour the rofy wine again. 

Wake a louder, louder drain ; 

Rapid Zephyrs, as ye fly. 

Waft our voices to the (ky ; 

While we celebrate the nine. 

And the, wonders of the trine. 

While the angels fing above, * 

As we below, of peace and love.' 


LI. S 


< 




•O N G 
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LI. SONG. 


By Brother E P 


I. 

Hail, facred art, by heav’n defign’d 
A gracious blefiing for all mankind ; 
Peace, joy, and love, thou doit beftow. 
On us thy votaries below. 

.11. 

Bright wifdom’s Footfteps here we trace. 
From Solomon that prince of peace ; 
Whofe glorious maxims we ftill hold. 
More precious than rich Opbyr’s gold. 

III. 

His heav’nly proverbs to us tell. 

How we on earth fliould ever dwell 3, 

In harmony and focial love. 

To emulate the bleft above. 

IV- 

Now having wifdonT for our guide. 

By its fweet precepts we’ll abide •, 

Envy and hatred we’ll difpel. 

No wrathful fool with us (hall dwell. 


V. 

Vain, empty grandeur (hall not find 
Its dwelling in a mafon’s mind •, 

A uvafon who is true and wife. 

Its glitt’ring pomp always defpife. 
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VI. 

Humility, love, joy, and peace. 

Within his mind fhall find their place $ 

Virtue and Wildom thus combin’d. 

Shall decorate the mafon’s mind. 


LII. SON G. 

Tune, GOD fave the Kino*' 

I. 

Hail 1 Mafonry divine. 1 
Glory of ages Ihine, 

Long may’ft thou hold ; 

Where-e’er thy lodges ftand. 

May they have great command^ 

And always grace the land. 

Thou art divine. 

n. 

A ^ 

Great fabrics ftill afife. 

And touch the azure ikies, 7 
Great are thy fchemes j 
Thy noble orders are 
Matchlefs beyond compare^ 

No art with thee can (hare, 

Thou art divine. 

£ a Hirm 
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HI. 

Hiram the archited. 

Did all the craft direct. 

How they Ihould build ; 

Solomon , great Jfrael’s king. 

Did mighty bleffings bring. 

And left us room to ling. 

Hail ! royal Ajlt. 

LIII. SONG. 

I. 

Let mafons be merry each night when they meet. 
And always each other moft lovingly greet. 

Let envy and difcord be funk in the deep 
By fuch as are able great fecrets to keep. 

Let all the world gaze on our art with furprife, 
They’re all in the dark till we open their eyes. 

II. 

Whoever is known to ad on the fquare. 

And likewife well lkill’d in our fecrets rare 
Are always refpeded whether wealthy or poor. 

And ne’er yet was carelefs of matters that’s pure. 
Their Adions are bright and their lives fpent in love. 
At length will be happy in the grand lodge above. 

III. 

We are brothers to princes and fellows to kings. 

Our fame thro’ the world continually rings ; 

As we lovingly meet, fo we lovingly part. 

No mafon did ever bear malice at heart; . 

The fool that’s conceited we’ll never defpife. 

Let him come to the lodge and we’ll make him more 
* wife. 

The 
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IV. 

The fan&um fan&orum by mafons was fram’d. 

And all the fine works which the temple contain’d. 

By Hiram's contrivance, the pride of my long. 

The noife of a tool was not heard along ; 

And the number of mafons that round it did move. 
By him were directed, infpir’d from above. 

* 

LIV. SONG. 

♦ 

I. 

If unity be good in every degree. 

What can be compar’d to that'of mafonry ; 

In unity we meet, and in unity we part; 

Let every mafon chorus hail mighty art. 

Let every f iff. 

II. 

The vulgar often murmurs at our noble art 
Becaufe the great arcanum we don’t to them impart; 
In ignorance let them live and in ignorance let them die. 
Be filent and fecret let every mafon cry. 

Be filent fcfr. 


III. 

Let a bumper be crown’d unto the art of mafonry, 
And to each jovial brother that is a Mafon free ; 
We a£t upon the fquare, on the level we’ll depart. 
Let every mafon fing, hail glorious art. 

Let every &?r. 


A a 2 
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^ Qf K.'^C 

5 tune. Tl)e Mjllpr of Maqs&eld. 

flow happy aMaioa whc^e iofomilSf flows 
With Friendihip, and ever mod: cheerfully goes j 
The effects of -the myfteries log’d in hi$f bread, 
Myfteries rever’d and by princes pofl’efs’d 
Our friends and our, bottlp we beft^an-enjoy. 

No rancour or envy otfr quiet annoy, : 

Our plum, line, and compafi, our fquare and our topis 
Dired all our actions in yir{ue§ fair rules. 

It . 

To Mars and to Ferns vK're equally true. 

Our Hearts caif enliven,- our arms can &bdue j 
Let the enemy fell, and : the Ladies declare 
No clafs or profeffion with mafons cdmpirej 
To give a fond luftrewe ne’er heed acreft. 

Since honour and virtue refnain in oiirbreaft, 

We’ll charm the rude World when we clab, laugh and 
’ fin g> r~. ;; 

If fo happy a mafoh, fay who’d Ih? a* king. 

| /va S O K G. 

. v :; I. \ ; 

\Vnen mafoary fay heavn’s defigq 
Did enter find into great Hiram’s brain, 

A choir of angels did rejoice, 

£nd this chorus lung united voices 

Haiti 
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Haill you happyi happy ions th^t be 
brothers of fhee-mafonry. 

' ' II. ; 

Great 'Hiram he did then repair- 
And wient to work with rule and fquare. 

With plum and level to his eternal ami 
He did the' glorious temple frame. 

Hail fob happy, &c. : ' ' : 

; III. 

When Solomon beheld the fame, 

He then fet forth great Hirtmls fame : 

Oh ! excellent mafoh ! -he in furprize did fay. 
Above all arts you bear the fway. 

Hail you happy, .. . 

'r' : 

Now! to great Hiram's memory - 
Let’s fill a glafs moil chearfu.lly, 

St. John (including) who the light did bring. 

And likewife George our gracious king. 

Hail you happy, - &c. 

■ v. ; 

Next< charge unto our matter-grand 
And to each- lovely fair-one round the land, 
Ourfelves including, fo let the health go round 
With a clap to make the ..lodge refound. . 

Jiailtff. 

LVII. SONG. 

Tune. Hail Mafonry, 

Let worthy' brethren all combine 
Lor to adorn our myftic art. 

So 
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So as the craft may ever lhine 

And cheer each faithful brother's heart; 

Then brethren all in chorus fing, 

Prolper the craft and blefs the king, 

IL. 

We level’d, plum’d and fquar’d, a right 
The five noble orders upright Hands, 
Wildom and ftrength, with beauty’s height^ 
The wonder of the world commands ; 

Then brethren all &c. 

III. 

Ye fools and cowans all who plot 
For to obtain our myftery. 

Ye Hrive in vain attempt it not 
Such creatures never fhall be free ; 

Then brethren all &c. 

IV. 

The wife, the noble, good, and great. 

Can only be accepted here ; 

The knave or fool, tho’ deck’d in Hate, 
Shall ne’er approach the maHer’s chair. 
Then brethren all &c. 

V. 

Now fill your glafies, charge them high. 
Let our grand maHers health go round ; 
And let each here o’er-flow with joy. 

And love and unity abound. 

Then brethren all &c. 


LVIII. Song 
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LVIII. SONG. 

Tune. The Firft of Auguft. 

I. 

With cordial hearts lets drink a healthy 
To ev’ry faithful brother; 

Whofe candid hearts, lecure whilft breath. 

Are faithful to each other : 

Whofe precious jewels are fo rare, 

Likewife their hearts fo framed are. 

And level’d with the trueft fquare. 

That nature can difcover. 

IL 

As great a man as ijn this land. 

Or in any other nation, 

Wou’d take a brother by the hand. 

And greet him in his ftation : 

Neither king nor prince, tho’ e’er lo great. 

Or any emperor of ftate. 

But with great candour wou'd relate. 

To every faithful brother; 

III. 

The world fhall Hill remain in pain, 

And at our fecrets wonder ; 

No cowan lhall it e’er obtain, 

Tho’ all their lives they ponder: 

Still aiming at the chiefeft white. 

In which free-mafons take delight. 

They never can obtain the light, 

Tho* they lpend their lives in wonder. 

Kinr- 
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IV. 

King Solomon , the great and wife. 

He was a faithful brother ; 
Free-mafonry wou’d not delpife, 

, No iecrets he’d difcover : 

But he was always frank and free, 1 
Profefling fuch fincerity,. 

To all of that fraternity. 

He lov’d them ’bove all other. 


V. 

Come, let us build on firm ground, 

. Still aiding of each other; 

And lay a foundation that’s moft found,' 
That no arts-man can difcover : 
Nor ever fhall revealed be. 

But to bright men in mafonry, 

Here is to them where-e’r they be, 
I’m their faithful brother. 

VL 

Come let us join our hearts and hands,- 
In this moft glorious manner; 

And to each other firmly ftand, 

Under king George’s banner: 

That God may blefs him ftill I pray. 
And over his enemies bear the fway. 
And for ever win the day. 

And crown his days with honour. 


«*• 


LIX. Song* 

^ r O • 
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LIX. S O N G. 

L 

Let mafons ever live in love. 

Let harmony their blcffings prove. 

And facred lodge on Earth the place. 

Where freedom fmiles in every face. 

CHORUS . 

Live free-mafons, free-mafons live and love, 

An4 Ihew that your types are from above. 

II. 

Behold the world all in amaze. 

Each curious eye with tranlport gaze. 

They look, they like, they wilh to be. 

What none can gain, except he’s free. 

Cbor. Live fr^e-mafon’s fcfr. 

Ill, 

Then let each brother charge full high. 

And let us drink the memory. 

Of Hiram and king Solomon , 

Whole feme has thro* all ages run. 

Cbor. Live free-mafons, (• fc. 


B b LX. Song. 
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JLX; SONG. 

By Brother Robert Hall, 

Tunt. Rule Britannia. 

I. 

When Mafbnry by heav’n’s decree, 

Arofe from father Adam’s brain. 

This, this was the charter of the fraternity. 
And fecrecy fhall guard the lame. 

CHORUS. 

Hail mafonry, for ever, ever may thou be,' 
Taall but us a myftery. 

II. 

The brethren all upright and juft. 

Shall ever aft upon the iquare ; 

Until that the world diflolves to duft. 

The' needy fhall their bounty lhare. 

Chori Hail mafonry, &c. 


, III. 

True moral men, fincere and free. 

Shall wifdom’s dictates ftill impart, 

And mirth and joy, and true locial unity, , 
Shall blefs thofe peaceful Ions, of -art. 
Chor. Hail mafonry, &c. 


The 
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IV. 

The cowan and the crafty knave. 

Shall never tread the facred ground, ' 

The griping mifer, traitor, nor the abjeft Have,' 

In malons lodge fhall ne’er be found. 

Chor. Hail maibnry, &c. 

. V * 

But if he’s honeft, juft arid true. 

His life and actions clear and bright; 

: Report him, and prepare him, and inveft him too. 
For he’s the man lhall fee the light. 

Chor. Hail mafonry, &c. . 


LXL 

A NEW SONG.] 

By the foregoing Hand. 

I. 

When Sol, afcending from the eaft, 

Projefts his rays into the weft. 

And darknels turns to light: 

With upright emblem wifdom ftands, 

And quickly he does gi\e commands. 

To fee the lodge til’d right. 

II. 

In folemn form he then declares. 

The lodge is open, work prepares, 

b b 2 ' m 
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No greater joys we afle. 

Attentive then to work we fall. 

Obedient to our mailer all. 

Each to perform his talk* 

HI. 

We fquarfc our deeds by virtues plan. 

And dignify each honeft man. 

With fecrets ftill unknown, , • , * 

The monarch, ftatefman, and diving 
Unite in mafons grand defign, : 

And in the lodge have ihone. 

IV. - i 

But when the bright meridian fan. 

One half his daily courfe has run. 

And makes the Ihofteft lhade. 

We then eredi fair beauty’s pile. 

Which makes each mafon ling and linile. 

For virtue’s joys ne’er fade. 

V. , ' 

Our glafies charg’d in folemn ftate, ~ 

We drink to all the good and great. 

That love free-mafonry ; 

We toaft our brethren, friends and wives, . 

And thus we malons always drive. 

In friendlkip to agree. 

VT. 

In mirth we lpend the time of eaft, ■ . . 

* Till Sol declines into the weft. 

‘ Then 
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Then ftrerigth performs his paft i 
And to compleat the mafons life, 

J^ach haftes unto his girl or wife. 

To propagate the art. 

Lxn. 

A NEW MASONS SONG. 

I. 

As long as our coaft does with whiteneis appear. 

Still mafons Hand foremoft in verfe ; 

Whilft harmony, friendlhip and joys are held dear. 
New bands (hall our praifes rehearfe. 

chorus:. . 

Though lodges lefs favoured, lefs happy decay, 
Deftroyed by old time as it runs ; 

Tho’ Albions, Gregorians and Bucks fade away. 

Still Mafons {hall live in their fons. 

II. 

If envy attempts our fuccefs to impede. 

United we will trample her down : 

If faction fhould threaten, we’ll (hew we’er agreed. 
And difcord fhall own we are one. 

Chor. Tho' lodges Sec. 

III. 

Whilft with ardour we glow, this our Order to raile. 
Promoting its wellfare and peace : 

Old mafons return, our endeavours to praife, 

1 And new ones confirm the increale. 

Chor. Tho’ lodges &c. 

Go 
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Go on, cries our parents. For time is your friend, , 
Its flight lhall increafe your renown. 

And mirth lhall your gueft be, and Bacchus attend, 
And joy all your meetings lhall crowji. . T 
Chor. Tho’ lodges, &c. 

- . - / 

LXIII. SONG. 

( 

I. 

Arife gentle Mufe, who with wifdom inlpires. 

Each bofom that’s ardent in virtuous defires ; 

For from glorious actions, the blifs that accrues. 

Is the worth all admire, and each malon purfues. 

CHORUS . 

Hence harmony /firings , y tis the cement of love , 

Fair freedom on earth , and bright union above* 

II. 

Indignant around us* tho’ difcord is feen. 

And malice full loaded, venomous fpleen ; 

• To the one we’ll be deaf, to the other be blind. 

For virtue will always give ftrength to the mind. 

Hence harmony /firings, See. 

II L 

Thus beauty’s gay charms, with luftre divine. 

Our art lhall adorn, which for ever will fhine, - 
•Till time circling round lhall unfold the great truth, 
[Which thus has united the fage and the youth. 

Hence harmony /firings, &c. 

. LX IV. SONG 
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MASONS SONGS. 

LXIV. SONG. 

I. 

Begin, O ye Mufes, a free mafon’s ftrain ; 

Let the numbers be gentle, and eafy, and plain. 
While thus in concert we joyfully fing. 

Each brother’s happy and bleft as a king. 

For princes difdain not companions to be, 

■With a man that’s own’d for a mafon and free. 

II. 

$ 

Why feek the beft nobles our myftery to know. 
And rather fing here than fip tea with a beau; 

The notes of knowledge more powerfully call,' 
Than fav’rite at court, or toaft at a ball ; 

For truth’s fake a lord is of equal degree. 

With a man that is own’d for a mafon and free. 

III. 

Great Jove firft lighted the glorious flame. 

Of fcience that fages free mafonry name. 

From Adam it paft to the patriarchs old, . 

And wifeft of kings did prefer it to gold ; 

Hiram of Tyre join’d with him to be. 

Of the number of thofe that were mafons and free. 


IV. 

The Gregs and the Gallics *, and others they fay. 

Have fet up their lodges and mimic our way, 

f See the Note to the 36th Song. 

But 
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But frogs claim a curie when they croak from the fen. 
And monkies a kick when they imitate men; 

In vain lhallow mortals the rivals would be, 

Ta the man that is own’d for a mafon and free, 

V. 

The wifdom of Greece and ojd Rome we explore^ 

Nay pals to the learn’d of the Memphian ftiore. 

What fecrets Euphrates and Tygres have known. 

And Palejiine gather’d, are here made our own ; 

Well may the world wonder what ftrange things we fee, 
With the man that is known a free mafoo tp be, 

VI. 

Tho* women from lodges arg always debar’d. 

Dear fair ones repent not,, new cenfure too hard. 

No rivals are here, no not even in glafs. 

Where fribles lo doat on the (hade of an als. 

Your own deareft pictures, our hearts could yon fee, 
Would be found in the bofom of him that is free* 

VII. 

The graces and virtue here mutually join ? 

Andfcience and knowledge the foul to refine; 

Blefs’d concord and eagle high truth hover round. 

And face to face friendlhip cries fe$ the bowl crown’d ; 
Here’s a health, let it pals with the number of three. 
To him that is known a good mafon and free. 


LXV. 
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LXV: SONG. 

l. 

When a lodge of free mafons are cloath’d in their aprons 
In order to make a new brother. 

With firm hearts and cleaii hands they repair to their 
ftands, . 

And juftly fupport one another. 

n. 

Trufty brother take care, of Eve's droppers beware, 

’Tis a juft and a folemn occafion j 
Give the word and the blow, that workmen may know _ 
You are going to make a free mafdn. 

m. 

The mafter ftands due, and his officers too. 

While craftfmen are plying their ftation ; 

The deacons doth ftand right for the command 
Of a free and an accepted malon. 

IV. 

Now traverfe your ground, as in duty you’re bound. 
And revere the moft facred oration. 

That leads to the way, and proves the firft ray. 

Of the light of an accepted mafbn. 

V. 

Here’s tokens and figns, with problems and lines. 

And room too for deep {peculation ; 

Here virtue and truth, are taught to the youth, 

When firft he is bound to a mafon. 

Cc 


VI.* Hiero- 
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VI. 

_ Hieroglyphicks bright, and light reverts light. 

On the rules and tods of vocation ; 

We work and we ling, the craft and the kingi . 

1 *Tis both duty and choice in a mafon. 

VH. 

What’s faid or is done, is here truly laid down. 

In form of our high inftallation. 

Yet I challenge all men to know what I mean, 

Unlefs he’s an accepted mafon. 

VIII. 

The ladies claim right to come into our light. 

Since the apron they fay is their bearing ; 

Can they fubjeft their will, and keep their tongues ftill. 
And let talking be chang’d into hearing. 

IX. 

This difficult talk is the leaft we can alk 
To fecure us on fundry occalions. 

When with this they comply, our utmpft we’ll try 
To raife lodges for lady free mafons. 

X. 

’Till this can be done, muft each brother be mum, 
Tho’ the fair one Ihou’d wheedle and teaze on. 

Be juft true and kind, but ftill bear in mind. 

At all times, that you are a free mafon. 


An 
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An ODE; 

By Brother Edward Fenner . 

With grateful hearts your voices raife, 

To found the great Creator’s praife. 

Who by his word difpell’d the night. 

And form’d the i adiant beams of light ; 

Who fram’d the heav’ns, the earth, the Ikies, 

And bid the wondrous fabric rife. 

Who view’d his work and found it juft, 

And then created man from duft. 

Happy in Eden was he laid, • < - . 

Nor did he go aftray 

Till, by the ferpent, Eve betray’d, 

Firfl: fell and led the way. 

But falling from this happy plain. 

Subject to various wants and pain. 

Labour and art muft now provide* 

What Eden freely once fupply’d j 
Some learn’d to till th’ unwilling ground ; 

Some bid the well-ftrung harp to found ; 

Each different arts purfued and taught. 

Till to perfe&ion each was brought. 

Mafons purfue the truth divine. 

We cannot go aftray. 

Since three great lights conjointly fhine 
To point us out the way. 

C c 2 , . Zion 
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Zion appears, rejoice, rejoice. 

Exult, and hear, Qbey the v$yte r 
Of mercy and enlightening grace. 

Recalling us to i. ; 

With faith believe, and hope purfue. 

And mercy ftill for mercy ftjfWri 
Proclaim aloud, with gratefpl thejno. 

The great Redeemers 

The eaftem Q& now.£hevF*\» light, 
Letu^BBtigS^lkayi . 

Let faith, hope, charity miitp . ; 

To chear %•$#«*** Vhfx 

LXVL S Q N Qt ; 

I. • __ • -7 

Ye thrice happy few, ; K . • 

Whofe hearts have been true •, ' J 
In concord and unity fqund^ ; , 

Let’s fing and rejoice. 

And unite ev’ry voice, • . . 

To fend the gay chorus arQunfl, to- fend'the g a y chorus 
around. 

C H O R U S. . 

For like pillars we Aandj 

An immovably band, , 

Cemented by powers from above. 

Then freely; let’s pais 
The. generous glafs, . , 

To mafonry, friendlhip and love, to mafonry, fnendlhip 

, ; , and love. The 

i 
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II, . ' 

The grand architect. 

Whole word did erect. 

Eternity, meafure, and fpace, . 

Firft laid the fair plan. 

On which we began. 

Cement of harmony and {dace, cement of harmony an4 
place. ' 

Cho. For like pillars we Hand, Arc. 

; " HI. , ■ 

Whofe firmnefs of hearts* 

Fair treasure ofarts^ 

To the eyes of the vulgar unknown, 

Whofe luftre can beam. 

New dignity and fame. 

On the pulpit, the bar, or the throne. Encbwt'. ■ 

Cho. For like pillars we ftand, &c. 

IV. 

Indifioluble bands. 

Our hearts and o»r hands. 

In focial benevolence bind*. • 

For true to his caufe. 

By immutable laws, : 

A mafon’s a friend to mankind. Encbore . 

Cho. For like pillars weitand, &c. 

. y- 

Let joy flow around, 

And peace, olive bound, 

Prefide 
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Prefide at our myftical rites, 

Whofe candour maintains "" 

Our aufpicious domaihs. 

And freedom with order unites. Efichore. ' 

Cho. For like pillars we ftand, &c. 

: . vi. 

Nor let the dear maid. 

Our myfteries dread,' 

Nor think them repugnant' to love j 
To beauty we bend. 

And her Empire defend. 

Her empire deriv’d from above. Encbore. 

Cho. For like pillars we ftand, &c. 

VH. 

Then let’s all. unite. 

Sincere and upright. 

On the level of virtue to ftand i 
No mortals can be, ’ 

More happy than we, 

"With a brother and friend in each hand. 

Cho. for like pillars we ftand, &c. 

LXVII. SONG. 

. i 

L 

Whoever wants wifdom, muft with fome delight. 

Read, ponder, and pore, noon, morning, and night ; 
Muft turn over volumes of gigantic fize, 

Enlighten his mind, tho’ he puts out his eyes. 

Derry dovyi, fcfr. 
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11. 

If a General wou’d know how to mutter his men. 

By thoufands, by hundreds, by fifties, by ten i 
Or level his Siege on high cattle or town. 

He mutt borrow his precepts from men of renown. 

Derry down, &c. 

m. ! 

Wou’d a wry-fac’d phyfician or parlon excel. 

In preaching or giving a fan&ified Ipell ; 

He firtt mutt read Galen and Tillotfon thrQ* 

E’er he gets credentials or bufinefs to do. 

Derry down, &c. 

IV. 

But thefe are all follies, free-mafons can prove, 

• In the lodge they find knowledge, fair virtue and love ; 
Without deaPning their ears, without blinding their eyes. 
They find the compendious way to be wife. 

Derry down, &c. 

lxviji. s o n a 

' « # i I 

I. 

Come ye elves that be. 

Come follow, follow me } 

All you that guards have been 
Without, and fcrv’d within : 

Sing, let joy thro’ us refound. 

For all this lodge is facred ground. 

-Guides 
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n. 

Guides too, that fairies are. 

Come five by five prepare : 

Come bring frefh dil with fpeed. 

Your dying lamps to feed : 

All trim’d in new and glitt’ring light. 

To welcome garments that are white. 

III. 

Come feraphs too, that be 
Bright rulers, three by three ; 

Attend on me your queen. 

Two handmaids led between : 

Whilft all around this health I name. 

Shall make the hoflow founds proclaim. 

3V. , 

'Whilft fy Ivans and fylvan, loves. 

O’er mountains and in gtoves j 

With brighter gems and fprightly dames* 

Of fountains and of flames : 

With joyful noife our hands and feet. 

Shall echo, and the found repeat. 

V. 

Whilft we who fing and love. 

And live in fprings above; 

Defcend, defcend, do we. 

With mafons to be free : 

Where fprings of wine revive each face. 

And ftreams of milk flow round the nlace. 


\ 



Whilft 
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VI. 

Wh'ilft cherubs guard the door. 

With flaming fword before j 
We thro’ the key-hole creep, 

.Arid there urifeen-we peep : 

O’er all their jewels flap arid leap* 

And trip it, tripit, ftep by ftep. ’ 

VII. ■ • 

Or as upon the green. 

We Fairies turn unfeen 
So here we make a ring. 

While merfy mafons fing i 
Around their crowns we whirl apace. 

And not one Angle hair milplace. 

VIII. 

And down from thence we jump* 

All with a filent thump ; 

None hear our feet rebound. 

Round, round the table, round : ' 

Nor fees us whilft we nimbly pals. 

Thrice round the rim of cv’ry glafs. 

IX. 

But if any crumbs withal , 1 
Down from their table fall ; 

With greedy mirth we eat. 

No honey is lo fweet : 

And when they drop it from their thumb. 

We catch it fupernaculum . 

Dd ■ * Now 
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X. 

Now as for mafonry, 

Altho* we are not free ; 

In lodges we have been. 

And all their Signs have feen: 

Yet fuch love to the craft we bear. 

Their iecrets wc will ne’er declare. 



PRO. 


* 
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A PROLOGUE. 

~ * 

Spoken by Mr. Grijfitb y at the Theatre-Royal, &c. 

* 

I F to delight and humanize the mind. 

The favage world in focial ties to bind j 
To make the moral virtues all appear 
Improv’d and ufeful, foften’d from fcvere ; 

If thefe demand the tribute of your praife. 

The teacher’s honour or the poet’s lays ; 

How do we view ’em all compris’d in Thee, 

Thrice honour'd and myfterious Masonry ; 

By Thee eretted, fpacious domes arife. 

And fpires afcending glittering in the Ikies ; . 

The word’rous whole by heav’nly art is crown’d. 

And order in diverfity is found ; 

Thro’ fuch a length of ages, ftill how fair. 

How bright, how blooming do thy looks appear* ( 

D d a And 

y Google 
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And Hill lhall bloom. —Time, as it glides away. 
Fears for its own, before thine lhall decay ; ' 
The ufe of accents from thy aid is thrown. 
Thou form’ll a f lent language of thy own : 
Difdain’ft that records ihoura contain thy art. 
And only liv’ft within the faithful heart. — - 
Behold where kings and a long Ihining train 
Of garter’d heroes wait upon thy reign. 

And boaflt no honour but a mafon’s name. 

Still in theidarli.let the unknowing ftray ; 

No matter what they judge, or wnat they fay ; 
Still may..thy_ myftic fecretS-be conceal’d. 

And only to a brother be reveal’d. 



A PROLO GU E. 

’ . . rx -* ; • • ■ 

As a wild Rake that courts a virgin fair. 

And tries in vain her virtue ta.enfnare : ■ 

Tho’ what he calls his heav’n he may obtain 
By putting on the matrimonial, chain. 

At length enrag’d to find Ihe ftill ds chafte ' 

Her jnodeft fame malicioufly wodld blaft } 

So feme at our fraternity do rail, 

Becaufe our fecrets wefo Wjell conceal. 

And curfe the fen try with the flaming fword. 

That keeps eve-droppers from the mafon word s 
Tho’ rightly introduc’d all true men may 
Obtain the fecret in a lawful way. 

They’d have us counter to our honour run ; 

Po what theymuft blame u$ for when done j 

And 
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» 

-nnd when they find; their teeing will not dp, 

Blinded with anger, heighth of folly ihpw, 
fey railing at the thing they dp not know. 

Not fo the affembly of the kirk. 

Their wifdoms went a wifer way tp wprk : 

When they wpre told that mafoos pradtis’d charms. 
Invok’d the dee’l, and rais’d temped uous (forms, 

' Two of* their body prudently they lent . 

To learn what cou’d by nTjaibnry be meant. 

. Admitted to the lodge and treated well. 

At their return the aflembly hop’d they’d tell. 

We fay nea mere than this (they both reply’d) 

Do what we’ve done and ye’ll be fatisfy’d. 

A PROLOGUE. 

As Ibrne crack’d chymift of projefting brain. 

Much for difcovery, but more for gain ; 

With toil, inceffant labours, puffs and blows 
In fearch of fomething nature won’t difclofe. 

At length his crucibles and meafures broke. 

His fancy’d gain evaporate in fmoke. 

So fome prefumptuous ftill attempt to trace 
The guarded fymbol of our ancient race. 

Enwrapp’d in venerable gloom it lies. 

And mocks all fight but of a mafon’s eyes ; 

Like the fam’d ftrearp enriching Egypt's fhore,' 

All feel its ufe — but few its fource explore. 

* All 
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AH ages ftBI mull owe, arideveiyland 
Their pride and' fafety to the maforis hand. 

Whether for gorgeous domes •renown’d afar, * 

Or ramparts ftrong to ftero the rage of war ; 

All we behold : in earth or circling air. 

Proclaims the power of compafs’s and Iquare. 

The heaven-taught fcience queen of arts appears;, 

Eludes the ruft of time,andwafte of years. v r 
Thro’ form arid matter are herlaws dHpfay*d, ~ 

Her rule’s the farrie-by which the world was made;' 
Whatever virtue grace the focia! name, ; ' " ; 

Thofe we profefs, on thofe we found our feme'; . 
Wifely the lodge looks down on tinfel ftate, - ' • 

Where only to be good, is to be great. 

Such fouls by,ift£tin£t to^each other turn, . 

Demand alliance, and in friendlhip burn ; 

No {hallow fchemes, no ftratagems nor arts, 

Can break the cement that unites their hearts. 

Then let pale envy, rage, and every name 
Of fools miftaking infamy for fame j 
Such have all countries and all ages borne. 

And fuch all countries and all ages fcorn •, 

Glorious the temple of the fylvan queen. 

Pride of the world at Ephefus was feen 
A witlefs wretch the Prichard of thofe days. 

Stranger to virtue and unknown to praife. 

Crooked of foul and fond of any name, 

Confign’d the noble monument to flame. 

Vain madman ! if fo thinking to deftroy . 

The Art which Cannot but with nature die. 

Stitt 


igitized by 


Google 



PROLOGUE S. 


207 

Still with the craft, ftill (hall his namefurvive. 

And in our glory his difgrace fhall live-. 

While his cowans no more admittance gain 
Than Epberaimites at Jordan's paflage flain. ' 

A PROLOGUE. 

You’ve feen me oft in gold and Ermin dreft, 

, And wearing fhott liv’d honours on my breaft j 
But now the honourable badge I wear 
Gives an indelible high character : 

And thus by our grand matter am I lent 
To cell you what by mafonry is meant. 

If all the focial virtues of the mind ; 

If an extenfive love to all mankind j 
If hofpitable welcome to a gueft. 

And fpeedy charity to the diftrefs’d ; 

If due regard to liberty and laws, ' 

Zeal for our king and for our country’s caufe j 
If thefe are principles deferving fame. 

Let Masons then enjoy the praife they claim : 

Nay more, though war deftroys what mafons build, 

E’er to a peace inglorious we would yield ; 

Ourfquares and trowels intofwords we’ll turn. 

And make our foes the wars they menace mourn j 
For their contempt we’ll no vain boafter fpare, 

Unlefs by chance we meet a Mason there. 


Spoken 
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Spoken by a BROTHER; 

While others firig of wars and martial, feats, 

Of bloody batdes and of fam’d retreats i 
A more noble fubjedt fhall my fancy raile, 

And MASONRY alone fhall claim my praife : , 

Hail ! Mafonry, thou royal art divine, 

Blamelefs may I approach thy facred fhrine j 
Thy radiant beauties let me there admire. 

And warm my heart with thy celeftial fire : 

Ye wilful blind, feek not your own difgrace, - 
Be fure you come not near the hallowed place* 

For fear too late your rafhnefs you deplore* 

And terrors feel by yoij unthought before. 

With joy my faithful brethren here I fee 
Joining their hearts in love and unity j 
Still ftrivingeach other to excel 
In focial virtues and ill doing -vyell : 

No party jars, no politic debate. 

Which often wrath excites, and feuds create * 

No impious talk, no fleering jells nor brawls. 

Was ever heard within our peaceful walls. 

Here in harmonious concert friendly join 

The Prince, the Soldier, Tradefman, andDivine, ' 

And to each other mutual help afford * 

The honeft Farmer, and the noble lord. 

Freedom and mirth attend the cheerful bo\Vl, 

Refrefh the fpirits, arid enlarge the foul j 
The cordial we with moderation ufe. 

For temperance admits of no abufe * ' 

. Pni- 
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Prudence we praife and fortitude commend, 

Tojuftice always and her friends a friend : 

The fcoffing tribe the lhame of Adam's race. 

Deride thofe myfteries which they cannot trace j 
Profane lolemnities they never faw. 

And lying libels to them are a law j 

The book of malbnry they may in vain explore. 

And turn myftefidus pages o’er and o’er; 

Hoping the great Arcanum to attain, 

But endlefs their toil, and fruitlefs all their pain : 

They may as well for heat to Greenland go. 

Or in the torrid regions feek for fnow ; 

The royal craft the fcoffing tribe deipife. 

And veils their fecrett from unlawful eyes. 


3«G«Gooto«0«OK>90eoedtc^^oeo«OK>to«OK>K>«otoeoK^£ 


An EPILOGUE 


Spoken by Mrs. Thurmond, a Mafon’s Wife. * 

With what malicious joy, e’er I knew better, 

Havel been wont the mafons to be-fpatter •, ' 

How greedily have 1 believ’d each lie 
Contriv’d againft that fam’d fociety ; 

With many more complain’d — ’twas very hard. 

Women fho.uld from their fecrets be debar’d, 

E e ' S WKvnj 
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When kings and ftatefmen tq our lex reveal 
Important bufinefs which they Ihould conceal, 

, That beauteous ladies by their Iparks ador’d 
Never cou’d wfieedle out the mafqn’s word j 
And oft their favours have bellow’d in vain, 

Nor cou’d one fecret for another gain : 

I thought noable to explain the matter. 

Each mafon fure mull be a woman hater i 
With fudden fear and diftnal horror Itruck, 

I heard my Ipoule was to fubfcribe the book,' 

By all our loves J beg’d he would forbear i 
Upon my knees I wept and tore my hair : 

But when I found him fixt, how I behav’d, 

I thought him loll, and like a fury rav’d. 

Believ’d he would for ever be undone 
By fome llrange operation undergone. 

When he fame back I found a change’tis true. 

But fuch a change as did his youth renew : 

With rofy cheeks and finding grace he came. 

And fparkling eyes that {poke a bridegroom’s flame.' 
Ye married ladies ’tis a happy life. 

Believe me, that of a freemafon’s wife. 

Tho’ they conceal the fecrets of their friends. 

In love and truth they make us full amends. 
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An EPILOG U E. 

Spoken by Mrs. BELLAMY. 

Well, here I’m come to let you know my thoughts y 
Nay, ben’t alarm’d. I’ll not attack your faults j 
Alike be fafe, the cuckold and the wit. 

The cuckold-maker and the foletnn cit. 

I’m in good humour and am come to prattle. 

Han’t I a head well turn’d; d’ye think, to rattle. 

But to clear up the point and to be free. 

What think you is my fubjeft, Masonry : 

Tho’ I’m afraid as Lawyers cafes clear 
My learn’d debate will leave you as you were ; 

' But I’m a woman— and when I fay that, 

, You know we*U talk — altho’ we know not what : 

What think you ladies e’nt it very hard. 

That we Ihould from this fecret be debar*d. 

How comes it that the fofter hour of love. 

To wheedle out this fecret fruitlefs prove j 
For we can wheedle when we hope to move. 

What can it mean, why all this mighty pother, 

Thefe myftic figns and folemn calling, brother y 
That we are qualify’d in figns are known, 

We can keep fecrets too, but they’re our own. 

When my good man went firft to be a mafon, 

Tho’ I refolv’d to put the fmoother face on j 
Yet to fpeak truly, I began to fear 
He muft fotne dreadful operation bear •, 

But he return’d, to fatisfy each doubt. 

And brought home ev’ry thing he carried out : — ■% 

Ee 2 Nit* 
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Nay, camp improv’d, for on his face appear’d 
A pleafing fmile that ev’ry fc;ruple clear’d. x 
Such added complaifance, fo much good-nature. 

So much, fo ftrangely alter’d for the better j 
That to increafe the mutual dear delight ! 

Wou’d he were made a mafon ev’ry night. 

EPILOGUE. 

Spoken by Mrs. Horton. 

Where are thefe Hydra’s, let me vent my Ipleen j 
Are thefe free-mafons ? Blefs me ! thefe are men ! 

And young and brilk too : I expefted monfters. 

Brutes more prodigious than Italian fongfters. 

Lord, how report will lie, how vain’s this pother ; 
Thefe look like Iparks who only love each odier. \Ironicalfy 
Let eafy faiths on fuch grofs tales rely, 

’Tis falfe by rules of phyfiognomy. 

I’ll ne’er believe it, poz, unlefs I try. 

In proper time and place, there’s little doubt 
But one might find their wond’rous fecrets out ; 

I fhrewdly guefs, egad, for all their Ihynefs, 

They’d render figns and tokens too of kindnefs ; 

If any truth in what I here obferve is, 

They’ll quit ten brothers for one fitter’s fervice : 

But hold with fancy, whether haff thou ftray’d P 
Where man’s concern’d, alas, how frail’s a maid : 

I’m 
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I’m come to ftorm, to fcold, to rail, to rate, , 

And'fee the accufer’s turned the advocate. 

Say to what merits might I not pretend. 

Who, tho’ no filter, do yet prove your friend : 

Wou’d beauty thus but in your caufe appear, 

’Twere fomething, Sirs, to be accepted, there :[sh«w$ ti* b««* 
Ladies, be gracious to the myftic arts. 

And kindly take the gen’rous rflalons parts ; 

Let no loquacious fop your joys partake. 

He fues for telling, not for killing fake : 

Firm to their trull, the faithful craft conceal ; 

They cry no roaft-meat, fare they ne’er fo well ; 

No tell-tale fheer lhall raife the confcipus blulh. 

The loyal brother’s word is always— — hulh. 

What tho’ they quote old Solomon ' s decree. 

And vainly boaft that thro’ the world they’re free ; 

With eafe you’ll humble the prefumptuous braves. 

One kind regard makes all thefe freemen (laves. 

An EPILOGUE. 

Well, heavens be prais’d, the mighty fecrets’s out j 
The fecret that has made fo ftrange a rout : 

This moment I was taught behind the feenes. 

That every word, and fign, and token means ; 

A charming fecret, but I muft conceal it 
If time, at nine months end, does not reveal it : . 

What monftrous horrid lies do fome folks tell us. 

Why mafons, ladies, are quite clever fellows •, 


They’re 


Digitized by 


Google 



2 14 E P I L O G tf g S. 


They’re lovers of our Sex, as I can witnefs. 

And ne’er act contrary to * mortal fitnefs : 

If any of ye doubt it, try the mafons, 

They’ll not deceive your largeft expectations \ 

Let no mifgrounded apprehensions feize ye. 

They won’t do any thing that can difpleafe ye ; 

They’re able workmen, and compleatly '(kill'd in 
The trueft arts and myfteries of building*. 

They’ll build up families, and, as moft fit is. 

Not only will ereCt, but people cities ; 

They’ll fill as well as fabricate your houfes. 

And propagate a race of ftrong-built fpoufes. 

If fuch their gifts ; fuch, ladies, is their merit. 

So great their (kill, and ftrength, and life, and Ipirit j 
What female heart can be fo very hard. 

As to refufe them their deferv’d reward. 

Once on a time (as heathen ftory fay) 

Two mafon-gods to 'Troy town took their way : 

Arriv’d, and hir’d to work, to work they fell ; 

Hard was their tafk, but executed well : 

With more than human ftrength, thefe heav’nly powers. 
Rais’d the impregnable Dyrdanian towers ; 

Thofe towers which long Secur’d the 7 rojan dames. 
From Grecian ravifhers, and Grecian flames : 

Gratis they did it, whatfoe’r was done; 

Wrong’d of their pay by king Laomedon : 

Bale fordid foul, of princes the difgrace •, 

But heav’n his guilt aveng’d upon his race : 


* Alluding to Chubb’s Eflay — fo intitled. 
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Molljuftly did his Troy at length expife. 

Reduc’d to allies by vindi&ive fire. 

Ladies, this ftory’s written for your learning j 
Let T\ roy ' s example fright you all from burning * 

Let it, this truth in every breaft infpire. 

That every workman’s worthy of his hire s 
But fure fuch virtue in the prefent age is. 

None will defraud the brethren of their wages \ 

None will tranfgrefs the laws of common fenfe. 

Which give both fexes due benevolence: 

A mafon’s full reward then do not grudge, ' 

Since every mafon is your humble flrudge. 
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SOLOMON'S TEMPLE, 

AN 

ORA TO RIO, 

As it wu performed for the Benefit of fick and dlftrefs’d 

FREE-M ASONS. 


Dramatis Perfona. 

Solomon , the Grand-Maftcr. 

High Prieft. 

Hiram, the Workman. 

Uriel, Angei of the Sun. 

Sheba , Queen of the South. 

Chorus of Priefts and Nobles. 
0 ^ 


S 0 L O MO tf. 
Recitative. 

Conven’d we’re met,— chief Oracle of heav’n. 
To whom the facred myfteries arc given $ 
We’re met to bid a fplendid fabric rile. 
Worthy the mighty Ruler of the Ikies. - 

High Prieft. 

And lo! where Uriel, angel of the fun 
Arrives to fee the mighty bufinefs done» 


Ff 


Digitized by 


Google 



2 1 8 SOLOMON'S TEMPLE. 
< 

Air. 

Behold he comes upon the wings .of light. 

And with his funny veftments dears the fight^ 

URIEL. 

Recitative. 

The Lord fupre'me, grand-mailer of the Ikies, 
Who bid creation from a chaos rife ; 1 
The rules of architecture firft engrav’d, • 

On Horn’s 'heart. 

Chorus of Priefts and Nobles. 

To heav*ns high architect, all praife,- 
All gratitude be given *, 

Who deign’d the human foul to raife. 

By fecrets fprung from heav’n. ■ ■ 

S O L O MO iV. 
Recitative. 

Adam , well vers’d in arts. 

Gave to his ions the plum and line •, 

By mafonry fage Tubal Cain, 

To the deep organ tun’d the ftrain. 

Air . ; 

And while he fwell’d the melting note. 

On high the filver concord float. 


High* *&. 


■♦'•VV 

.v 'V'*- 


Digitized by 


Goo s le 



An O R A TORI O. 219 

High Prieft. 

Recitative accompanied. 

Upon the furface of the waves, 

(When God a mighty deluge pours) 

Noah a chofen remnant faves, 

And laid the ark’s ftupendious Hoots. 

URIEL. 

Air. 

Hark from on high, the mafon-word ! 

* David , my fej*vaiit, (hall not build 

* A lodge for heav’n’s. all-fov’reign Lord, 

* Since blood and .war have itain’d his fliield; 

‘ That for our deputy, his fon 

* We have refcrv’d. — Prince Solomon. Pa. capo 

Chorus of Priejls and Nobles. 

Sound great JEHOVAH’s praife ! 

Who bid young Solomon the temple raife. 

S 0 t O MO N. 

, Recitative. 

So grand a ftrufture ihall. we raife. 

That men ihall wonder ! Angels gaze ! 

By art divine it ihall be rear’d, 

Nor ihall the hammer's npaife.be heard. 


. Chorus. 

Sound great JEHOVAlps praife, 

Who bid king Solomon the temple raife. 

j Ff 2 
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U R J E L. 

• Recitative. 

To plan the trtlghty donie, 

Hiram , the mafter-malbri’sxofne. 

'v ' ■ '] iJ •- ■' '■ 

fyUrMl. . . 

We know thee by thy apron white,. . -j.'.. 

We know thee by thy trowel bright. 

Well Ikilled irt hiafohry ; ' 

We know thee by thy jewel’s blaze. 

Thy m^rily walk and aic ; : . r . 

Inftufted thodthejlodge fl^ltsaife, 1 . 

Let attfor woitkprfepkre.' ' : 

. - ; 1 h i R ^A Mi 

. , . .v v; : .. .iV 

Not like Babel’s haughty building, 

Shall our gVbafcer ibdge'be fram’d ; ■ G 
That to hideous 5 argot* y'fclding, • ' . 1 

Juftly walt«‘ ^ 

There Confufion^ll o’ejf-bearin^, ,, 

Neither fign lior word they^kneWj 
We our work with order ^uaring. 

Each proportiofi : ftSdl'b#'frue. 

: . ..i.” ,1r; ! ' . ; .. . 

SOEQt.MQlK 

.L.. . Rxcitntivei.. .. 

Cedars which fjnce creation grew. 

Fall of themfelves. tograce thedome $ 

All Lebanon , as if'jhe knew 
The great ocGafion, lo is come. ; - 
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P & I . E l~ 

Jir. 

Behold, my Brethren of the $fcy* ; , 
grhe^iofk 

Chorus, ff y prqjhun4 Nobles. 

Be prefent all ye heaye»ly U©fts ; 

The work begins, the j^ord decays thecp^y 

AC T IL 

Messenger. 

, Recitative. 

Behold, attended by a num’roustrain 
.Queen of the South, fair Sheba greets thy reign ! 

In admiration of thy wilHom, Ihe . ' 

Comes to prefent the bended knee/ ' 

SOL OM ON to , HIRAM, 

Receive her with a fair falute, . ..j . . 

Such as with Mgjefty n^ay fuitj * 

' ; fl IRA Mr. V 

■ ' 1 Air. 

When allegiance bids obey. 

We wip^leafure owe its fway. . 

' ' Rater SHEBA attended. 

Obedient to fuperior greatnefs, fee . 

Our Scepter hails thy mightier Majefty. ' 

5 H EB A. 

. . Air. . 

Thus Bhcebe, queen of fhadeand night, .* 

Owning therm’s fnperior rays i 
With feebler glory, lefler light. 

Attends the triumph of his blaze ; ' 

Oh, 
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V , -r ^ t * 

^Oh, j|ll excelling Pnnee, reCeivt, , 

The tribute due to fuch a King i 
Not the gift, but will, believe ; = * 

Take the 'heart, not whatwebring. : [Da capo. 

• S 6 LX> M O N. • 

; • Recitative. _l • ‘ ' ■ 

Let metres Jbitly (wteet, ' ■ 

JUuftrious Sbeba'p prqfpic^gr^et. 

s 'd L d MoN. 

Air . . 

Tune the -Jute and ftring the lyre, . / , . , . 

Equal to the fair vie Ting : ^ . 

"Who can ifeeand not admire,, ' t 

■ « • f f f ' V • *** " ' T * ( ' f 

'Sheba, confortf^a^hg :' ; . V . 



^Inliv’nin 
Melting 
Hereu 

To make her brighteftdftheftir. 


W - i . 


{Da 


a capo. 


, / 


SOLOMON. 

. Recitative. 

Hiram, our brother and our friend, * 

Do thou the Queen with me' attend. 

J j ■. v a a . * ■ j - < * > * . 

sc S.N £•: fl- : ■ > 

A ViepStf IbeARMR L E. : : ' . •. ; 
.iHigblPnefti. 

Retitative. 

Sacred to heaVn, behold the dohle appears ; - •' 

Lo, what auguft folemnity it wears ; « • ; 

Angels themfelves have deign’d to deck the frariiey 1 
And beauteous sftiall report its fame. V 

v Air 
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• Air. 

When the Queen of the iouth (hall return 
,To the climes which acknowledge her fway ; >, 

Where the fun’s warmer beams fiercely burn,_ ? • 
The Princefs with tranlport fhaU lay : r 

Well worthy my journey. I’ve feen \ 

A Monarch both graceful and wife, .j 

Deferving the love of a Queen, * 

And a temple well worthy the skies. [Da £apo. 

Chorus, 

Open ye gates, receive the Queen who fhares. 

With equal fenfe, your happinefe and cares, 

HIRAM. 

Recitative. , 

Of riches much, but more of wifdom fee j 
Proportion’d workmanlhip, andmafonry. 

HIRAM 

Air. 

Oh, charming Sheba, there behold 
What mafly ftores of burnifh’d gold. 

Yet richer is our art ; 

Not all the orient gems that Ihine, 

Nor treafures of rich Opbir's mine. 

Excel the Mafon’s heart : 

True to the fair he honours, more 
Than glittering gems or brighteft ore. 

The plighted pledge of love : 

To ev’ry tie of honour bound. 

In lovtf and friendlhip conftant found. 

And favour’d from above. 

Solomon. 
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# 

,SOL OM ON and SHEBA. 
Duet. 

C One gem beyond the reft I fee, 

£ And charming Solomon is he. 
r One gem beyond the reft I fee, 
j Faireft of fair ones, thou art fee. 

Oh, thou furpafling all men wife. 
And thine excelling womens eyes. 

HIRAM. 

Recitative. 

Wifdom and beauty doth combine j 
Our art to raife, our hearts to join. 

Chorus. 

Give to Mafonry the prize. 

Where the faireft chufe the wife ; 

Beauty ftill feou*d wifdom love 
Beauty and order reign above. 


224 

Sheba* 

K 

Solomon. 

Sheba. 

Solomon, 
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